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Something Wicked This Way Comes is a novel written by the acclaimed American
author Ray Bradbury, first published in 1962. This dark fantasy story delves into the
themes of good versus evil, the trials of growing up, and the haunting specter of time and
mortality. Bradbury, known for his poetic prose and imaginative storytelling, weaves a
narrative that captivates readers with its intricate characters and vivid imagery. In this
article, we will explore the plot, themes, characters, and the enduring impact of
Bradbury's work.

Overview of the Plot

The story takes place in the fictional Midwestern town of Green Town, Illinois, during the
autumn of 1960. The narrative centers around two 13-year-old boys, Will Holloway and Jim
Nightshade, who are best friends and share a deep curiosity about the world around them.
Their lives take a turn when a mysterious carnival arrives in town, led by the enigmatic
figure known as Mr. Dark.

The carnival is not what it seems; it is a manifestation of evil, preying on the fears and
desires of the townspeople. Mr. Dark, with his sinister powers, offers the attractions of the
carnival as temptations, promising eternal youth and fulfillment of desires. However, these
promises come at a grave cost, trapping individuals in a cycle of despair and hopelessness.

As Will and Jim confront the malevolent forces at play, they are drawn into a battle not
only for their own souls but also for the souls of their loved ones. The boys must navigate
the perils of the carnival while grappling with their own fears and uncertainties about
growing up.

Themes in Something Wicked This Way Comes

Bradbury's novel is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. The following
are some of the central themes explored in the story:

1. The Struggle Between Good and Evil

At its core, Something Wicked This Way Comes presents a classic battle between good and
evil. Mr. Dark represents the embodiment of evil, exploiting the weaknesses of others to
achieve his sinister goals. In contrast, characters such as Will and his father, Charles
Holloway, embody goodness and the strength of human spirit. Their journey highlights the
importance of courage, love, and sacrifice in the face of darkness.



2. The Nature of Time

Time is a recurring motif in the novel. Bradbury explores the concept of aging and the
inevitable passage of time, particularly through the characters' interactions with Mr. Dark
and the carnival. The desire for eternal youth is a powerful temptation that many
characters face, but Bradbury ultimately suggests that accepting the natural progression
of life is essential for human fulfillment.

3. The Fear of Growing Up

The transition from childhood to adulthood is a central theme in the story. Will and Jim's
experiences reflect the anxieties and uncertainties that accompany this passage. They
grapple with their identities, fears, and desires, ultimately facing the reality that growing
up involves both loss and discovery. The carnival serves as a metaphor for the darker
aspects of adulthood, tempting the boys with illusions that threaten to trap them.

4. The Power of Friendship

The bond between Will and Jim is a vital aspect of the narrative. Their friendship provides
strength and support as they confront the challenges posed by the carnival. Bradbury
emphasizes the importance of companionship in overcoming adversity and highlights how
genuine connections can illuminate the path through darkness.

Character Analysis

Bradbury's characters are richly developed, each representing different facets of human
experience. Some of the key characters in Something Wicked This Way Comes include:

1. Will Holloway

Will serves as the story’s moral compass. He is thoughtful, introspective, and often
conflicted about the temptations presented by Mr. Dark. His journey reflects the struggle
to maintain innocence while grappling with the inevitability of adulthood.

2. Jim Nightshade

In contrast to Will, Jim is more adventurous and impulsive. He embodies the desire to
embrace the unknown and challenge boundaries. His character illustrates the struggle
between curiosity and caution as he navigates the dangers of the carnival.



3. Mr. Dark

Mr. Dark is the novel's primary antagonist, representing the darker aspects of human
desire and the allure of evil. His charming yet sinister presence captivates the
townspeople, reflecting the seductive nature of temptation. Dark’s character raises
questions about the morality of choice and the consequences of giving in to one’s desires.

4. Charles Holloway

Will's father, Charles, is a pivotal figure in the story. He embodies wisdom and experience,
assisting his son and Jim in their battle against Mr. Dark. Charles's character illustrates
the importance of parental guidance and the protective nature of love.

Bradbury's Writing Style

Ray Bradbury’s writing style in Something Wicked This Way Comes is characterized by its
lyrical prose and vivid imagery. He employs rich descriptions that evoke a sense of wonder
and dread, drawing readers into the atmosphere of Green Town and the carnival. The use
of metaphors and similes enhances the emotional depth of the narrative, allowing readers
to connect with the characters' experiences on a profound level.

Bradbury's ability to blend elements of fantasy with reality creates a dreamlike quality
that permeates the novel. His exploration of complex themes through accessible language
makes the story not only engaging but also thought-provoking.

Impact and Legacy

Something Wicked This Way Comes has left a lasting impression on literature and popular
culture. Its exploration of universal themes continues to resonate with readers, making it a
staple in discussions of young adult literature and speculative fiction. The novel has been
adapted into various forms, including a feature film in 1983, further solidifying its place in
popular culture.

Bradbury's work is often celebrated for its ability to provoke thought and evoke emotion,
and this novel is no exception. The story encourages readers to reflect on their own fears,
desires, and the choices they make as they navigate the complexities of life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Something Wicked This Way Comes is a timeless exploration of the human
condition, delving into themes of good versus evil, the passage of time, and the challenges
of growing up. Ray Bradbury's masterful storytelling and rich character development



create a narrative that captivates readers, inviting them to confront their own fears and
desires. As we journey alongside Will and Jim, we are reminded of the power of friendship,
the inevitability of change, and the importance of embracing the light amidst the darkness.
This novel remains a poignant reflection of the struggles inherent in the human
experience, ensuring its place in the literary canon for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'Something
Wicked This Way Comes' by Ray Bradbury?
The central themes include the struggle between good and evil, the loss of innocence, the
passage of time, and the nature of fear.

How does Ray Bradbury use the setting of the carnival
in 'Something Wicked This Way Comes'?
The carnival serves as a central symbol of temptation and danger, representing the allure
of evil and the chaos it brings to the lives of the characters.

Who are the main characters in 'Something Wicked This
Way Comes'?
The main characters are two boys, Jim Nightshade and Will Halloway, along with Mr.
Dark, the sinister owner of the carnival, and their fathers, who represent different aspects
of adulthood.

What role does fear play in 'Something Wicked This Way
Comes'?
Fear is portrayed as a powerful force that can manipulate individuals, leading them to
confront their deepest insecurities and desires, ultimately shaping their choices and
destinies.

How does Bradbury incorporate elements of fantasy and
horror in the novel?
Bradbury blends fantasy and horror through supernatural elements, eerie imagery, and
the unsettling presence of the carnival, which amplifies the characters' internal struggles.

What is the significance of the title 'Something Wicked
This Way Comes'?
The title suggests an impending threat and the arrival of evil, echoing Shakespeare's



'Macbeth' and highlighting the novel's exploration of dark forces encroaching upon
innocence.

How does 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' reflect
Ray Bradbury's views on childhood and growing up?
Bradbury reflects on the transition from childhood to adulthood, emphasizing the
bittersweet nature of growing up, where innocence is lost but also where the potential for
wisdom and understanding emerges.
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