
somewhere west side story chords
somewhere west side story chords are essential for musicians, students, and
enthusiasts who aim to master the iconic song from the classic musical West Side Story.
This article delves into the chord progression, musical structure, and performance tips for
playing Somewhere with accuracy and expression. Understanding the somewhere west side
story chords not only facilitates accurate renditions but also deepens appreciation of
Leonard Bernstein’s sophisticated composition style. The piece features a blend of jazz,
classical, and musical theater elements, reflected in its harmonic complexity and emotional
depth. This comprehensive guide covers the basic chords, advanced variations, and
practical advice on playing techniques. Whether preparing for a performance or studying
the music theory behind the song, this article provides valuable insights. Explore the
following sections for a detailed breakdown of somewhere west side story chords and
related musical considerations.

Overview of Somewhere from West Side Story

Basic Somewhere West Side Story Chords

Advanced Chord Variations and Substitutions

Playing Techniques and Tips for Musicians

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Overview of Somewhere from West Side Story
Somewhere is one of the most celebrated songs from the musical West Side Story,
composed by Leonard Bernstein with lyrics by Stephen Sondheim. The song is a poignant
ballad that conveys hope and longing, which is reflected in its harmonic and melodic
structure. The somewhere west side story chords contribute significantly to the emotional
resonance of the piece, combining lush harmonies with a lyrical melody. The musical style
blends elements of jazz, classical, and Broadway traditions, creating a unique soundscape
that has made the song timeless. Before diving into the chords themselves, it is important
to understand the song's context within the musical and its role in advancing the story and
emotional depth of the characters.

Basic Somewhere West Side Story Chords
At its core, the somewhere west side story chords follow a progression that supports the
lyrical theme of hope and a dream of a better place. The song is typically played in the key
of B major, although some arrangements may transpose it for vocal range considerations.
The chord progression uses a combination of major, minor, and seventh chords that provide
both stability and tension. Here is a commonly used basic chord progression for the main



theme:

Bmaj7 – Emaj7 – G#m7 – C#m7

F#7 – Bmaj7 – G#m7 – C#m7

F#7 – Emaj7 – G#m7 – C#m7

F#7 – Bmaj7

These chords create a smooth and flowing harmonic foundation for the melody. The use of
major seventh chords like Bmaj7 and Emaj7 infuses the piece with a dreamy, lush sound.
Minor seventh chords such as G#m7 and C#m7 add a subtle layer of melancholy and
depth, reflecting the song’s emotional nuances. The F#7 chord acts as a dominant chord,
leading back to the tonic Bmaj7 and providing resolution.

Chord Diagrams and Fingerings
For guitarists, the somewhere west side story chords can be played using standard jazz
voicings to capture the song’s sophistication. Pianists often use extended voicings and
inversions to add richness. Here are some basic fingerings for guitar:

Bmaj7: x24342

Emaj7: 021100

G#m7: 464444

C#m7: x46454

F#7: 242322

These fingerings enable smooth transitions between chords and maintain the harmonic
integrity of the piece.

Advanced Chord Variations and Substitutions
Beyond the basic somewhere west side story chords, musicians often explore chord
variations and substitutions to add color and complexity. Leonard Bernstein’s compositions
often lend themselves to jazz interpretations, where chord extensions and alterations
enhance the harmonic palette. Some common advanced variations include the use of
ninths, elevenths, and thirteenths, which enrich the chords without overpowering the
melody.



Common Advanced Chord Extensions
To add emotional depth and sophistication, these chords are frequently extended as
follows:

Bmaj9 (B–D#–F#–A#–C#)

Emaj9 (E–G#–B–D#–F#)

G#m11 (G#–B–D#–F#–A#)

C#m9 (C#–E–G#–B–D#)

F#13 (F#–A#–C#–E–G#–D#)

Using these chord extensions helps replicate the lush orchestral sound typical of West Side
Story’s arrangements. Pianists may use voicings that emphasize these tensions, while
guitarists can incorporate partial chords or chord melody techniques to highlight these
tones.

Chord Substitutions and Modal Interchange
Advanced players may also use chord substitutions to add harmonic interest. For example,
tritone substitutions and modal interchange chords can be applied to the dominant F#7
chord, replacing it with a chord such as C7 or using borrowed chords from parallel minor
keys. These substitutions create unexpected harmonic shifts that add emotional complexity
without detracting from the song’s core mood.

Playing Techniques and Tips for Musicians
Mastering the somewhere west side story chords requires attention to both technical
execution and interpretive nuance. The song’s expressive qualities depend heavily on
phrasing, dynamics, and tone. Musicians should focus on smooth chord transitions and
maintaining the lyrical flow of the melody while accompanying the chords.

Expressive Chord Playing
To capture the mood of Somewhere, players should use legato techniques, gentle
arpeggiation, and dynamic variation. For pianists, using the sustain pedal judiciously
enhances the harmonic resonance. Guitarists can use fingerpicking or soft strumming
patterns to maintain the song’s delicate character. Emphasizing the chord tones that align
with the melody notes helps maintain coherence between accompaniment and vocal line.



Practice Strategies
Effective practice for somewhere west side story chords includes slow tempo work, focusing
on chord changes and voicing clarity. Gradually increasing the tempo while maintaining
accuracy is essential. Recording oneself and comparing to professional recordings helps
identify areas for improvement. Additionally, analyzing the song’s harmonic structure from
a theoretical perspective deepens understanding and facilitates improvisation or
arrangement adaptations.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Performing somewhere west side story chords can present several challenges, particularly
for novice musicians. The harmonic complexity and emotional subtlety require precision
and sensitivity. Common difficulties include chord transitions, maintaining rhythm, and
balancing accompaniment with the melody line.

Smooth Chord Transitions
Switching between chords such as G#m7 and C#m7 or F#7 and Bmaj7 smoothly can be
difficult due to finger positioning and voicing changes. Practicing these transitions slowly
and isolating problem spots helps develop muscle memory. Using partial chord shapes or
simplified voicings temporarily can aid in building confidence before tackling full voicings.

Maintaining Emotional Expression
Because Somewhere is a deeply emotional piece, musicians must avoid mechanical
playing. Incorporating rubato, dynamic swells, and phrasing variations allows the music to
breathe and conveys the song’s sense of longing. Listening to various interpretations
provides insight into different expressive approaches.

Balancing Accompaniment and Melody
For instrumentalists accompanying vocalists, balancing volume and texture to avoid
overpowering the singer is critical. Employing softer dynamics and sparse voicings ensures
that the melody remains prominent. When playing solo, melding chordal accompaniment
with melodic embellishments enhances the overall performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in 'Somewhere' from



West Side Story?
The basic chords in 'Somewhere' typically include C major, E minor, A minor, F major, G
major, and D minor, though arrangements may vary.

Where can I find accurate chord sheets for 'Somewhere'
from West Side Story?
Accurate chord sheets can be found on music sheet websites like Ultimate Guitar,
MuseScore, or official Broadway songbooks.

Is 'Somewhere' from West Side Story typically played in
the original key or transposed?
'Somewhere' is originally in the key of C major but is often transposed to suit the singer's
vocal range.

How do the chords in 'Somewhere' contribute to the
song's emotional tone?
The chords in 'Somewhere' use a mix of major and minor harmonies that create a hopeful
yet yearning emotional atmosphere.

Are there any common chord substitutions used in
'Somewhere' from West Side Story?
Yes, jazz-influenced chord substitutions like adding sevenths or ninths are common to
enrich the harmonic texture.

Can 'Somewhere' be played with just a basic guitar
chord progression?
Yes, simplified versions use basic chords like C, Am, F, and G to make it accessible for
beginner guitarists.

What is the chord progression for the chorus of
'Somewhere' in West Side Story?
A common chorus progression is C - E7 - Am - F - Dm - G7 - C, but variations exist
depending on the arrangement.

How difficult is it to learn the chords for 'Somewhere'
on piano?
For intermediate players, the chords are manageable, but capturing the song's expressive
dynamics can be challenging.



Are there any video tutorials available for learning
'Somewhere' chords?
Yes, many YouTube tutorials demonstrate how to play 'Somewhere' chords on guitar and
piano.

What style of chord voicing is recommended for
'Somewhere' from West Side Story?
Smooth, legato chord voicings with added sevenths and gentle arpeggios are
recommended to match the song's lyrical style.

Additional Resources
1. West Side Story: The Complete Scores and Chords
This comprehensive book offers the full musical scores and chord arrangements for all the
iconic songs from West Side Story. It is an essential resource for musicians, conductors, and
enthusiasts who want to explore the intricate harmonies and melodies of this classic
musical. Detailed annotations help readers understand the musical structure and stylistic
nuances.

2. Jazz Chord Voicings for West Side Story
Focusing on the jazz elements within West Side Story, this book provides innovative chord
voicings and improvisation techniques. It is ideal for jazz pianists and guitarists looking to
capture the unique sound of Bernstein’s score. The guide includes transcriptions and
exercises to enhance chordal creativity.

3. West Side Story: Piano/Vocal/Chords Songbook
This songbook features piano arrangements with vocal lines and chord symbols for all the
memorable songs in West Side Story. Perfect for singers and accompanists, it allows for
easy performance and practice. The book also includes lyric sheets and performance tips.

4. Mastering Broadway Chords: West Side Story Edition
Designed for musicians aiming to master Broadway-style chord progressions, this edition
focuses specifically on West Side Story. It breaks down complex chords and progressions
into manageable lessons. Readers will gain confidence in playing and arranging music from
this legendary musical.

5. West Side Story Guitar Chords and Strumming Patterns
This guide is tailored for guitarists interested in playing West Side Story songs with
authentic chord voicings and rhythms. It includes detailed chord diagrams and strumming
patterns that reflect the musical’s diverse styles. The book also offers tips on adapting
arrangements for solo or group performance.

6. The Harmony of West Side Story: An Analytical Approach
This in-depth analysis explores the harmonic structure and chord usage in West Side Story.
It is geared toward music theory students and advanced musicians who want to delve
deeper into Bernstein’s compositional techniques. The book explains how chords contribute



to the musical’s emotional impact and storytelling.

7. West Side Story Ukulele Chords and Lyrics
A fun and accessible collection of West Side Story songs arranged for ukulele, complete
with chords and lyrics. This book is perfect for beginners and casual players who want to
enjoy the music in a new format. It also includes tips for singing while playing.

8. Arranging West Side Story: Chords and Orchestration
This resource focuses on arranging and orchestrating West Side Story’s music, emphasizing
chord choices and voicing. It is suitable for arrangers and composers looking to create
unique versions of the score. The book provides examples and exercises to develop
arranging skills.

9. West Side Story for Choir: Chords and Vocal Arrangements
Designed for choral directors and singers, this book offers chord charts and vocal
arrangements for West Side Story’s ensemble pieces. It includes rehearsal notes and
suggestions for balancing harmony and melody. The collection helps choirs capture the
musical’s dynamic energy and style.
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