
specially designed instruction examples for
reading
Specially designed instruction examples for reading are essential for educators who work with
students requiring additional support in reading comprehension and fluency. Specially designed
instruction (SDI) refers to adaptations made to teaching methods, materials, and assessments to
meet the unique needs of students, particularly those with learning disabilities. This article explores
various examples of specially designed instruction for reading, offering practical strategies and
methodologies that can enhance the learning experience for all students, especially those facing
challenges.

Understanding Specially Designed Instruction

Specially designed instruction is a core component of individualized education plans (IEPs) for
students with disabilities. The goal is to provide tailored educational experiences that help students
achieve their academic goals. In the context of reading, SDI is particularly vital because reading
serves as a foundation for learning across all academic subjects.

Key Principles of Specially Designed Instruction

1. Individualization: Tailoring instruction to meet the specific needs of each student based on their
strengths and weaknesses.
2. Access: Ensuring that all students have access to the curriculum and learning materials.
3. Engagement: Utilizing methods that actively involve students in their learning process.
4. Assessment: Ongoing assessments to monitor progress and adjust instruction as needed.

Examples of Specially Designed Instruction for Reading

The following sections provide various examples of specially designed instruction for reading,
categorized by different instructional strategies and techniques.

1. Phonics-Based Interventions

Phonics instruction is critical for developing decoding skills in reading. For students who struggle
with phonemic awareness, specialized strategies can help.

- Multi-sensory Approaches: Incorporating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic activities can enhance
learning. For example, using letter tiles for students to build words can reinforce connections
between sounds and letters.



- Structured Literacy Programs: Programs such as Orton-Gillingham or Wilson Reading System are
designed to systematically teach phonics and decoding skills. These programs often include explicit
instruction, which is beneficial for students with dyslexia.

2. Vocabulary Development Techniques

Strong vocabulary skills are essential for reading comprehension. Here are some strategies to
enhance vocabulary learning:

- Word Maps: Create visual representations of new vocabulary words that include definitions,
synonyms, antonyms, and example sentences. This method aids in deeper understanding and
retention.

- Contextual Learning: Teach vocabulary through context by using texts that are relevant and
relatable to students. This approach helps students make connections between words and their
meanings.

- Interactive Word Walls: Set up a classroom word wall that students can interact with. Encourage
them to add new words they encounter in their reading, along with illustrations or sentences that
demonstrate usage.

3. Reading Comprehension Strategies

Comprehension is often a challenge for struggling readers. Here are some specially designed
strategies to improve understanding:

- Graphic Organizers: Use tools such as story maps, Venn diagrams, and cause-and-effect charts to
help students visually organize information from the text. This can aid in understanding complex
narratives and concepts.

- Reciprocal Teaching: Implement this collaborative learning strategy where students take turns
being the "teacher." They can ask questions, summarize sections of the text, and clarify
misunderstandings, promoting peer learning and engagement.

- Think-Alouds: Model the thought process involved in making predictions, questioning, and
summarizing as you read aloud. This strategy helps students understand how to approach texts
critically.

4. Fluency-Building Activities

Reading fluency is crucial for overall reading success. Here are some methods to enhance fluency:

- Repeated Reading: Have students read the same text multiple times to build fluency. This can be
done through choral reading, partner reading, or independent practice.



- Reader's Theater: Engage students in performing scripts that require reading aloud. This method
promotes fluency, expression, and confidence in reading.

- Timed Reading: Use timed reading exercises where students read a passage for one minute and
track the number of words read correctly. This can motivate students to improve their speed and
accuracy.

5. Technology-Enhanced Instruction

Technology can be a powerful tool in specially designed instruction for reading. Here are some
examples:

- Audiobooks: Provide access to audiobooks for students who struggle with reading fluency or
decoding. Listening to fluent readings can model good reading practices and enhance
comprehension.

- Reading Apps and Software: Utilize educational apps that focus on phonics, vocabulary, and
comprehension skills. Programs like Raz-Kids or Reading A-Z offer interactive and engaging content
tailored to students' reading levels.

- Text-to-Speech Tools: Implement text-to-speech software that allows students to hear words read
aloud while following along in the text. This can help improve comprehension and retention.

Creating a Supportive Learning Environment

In addition to specific instructional strategies, creating a supportive learning environment is vital for
the success of specially designed instruction.

1. Building a Positive Classroom Culture

- Encourage Collaboration: Foster a classroom environment where students feel comfortable
working together. Group activities and peer tutoring can enhance learning and build confidence.

- Celebrate Successes: Recognize and celebrate students' achievements, no matter how small. This
reinforces positive behavior and motivates students to continue improving.

2. Engaging Families in the Process

- Communication: Keep an open line of communication with families about their child's progress and
strategies being used in the classroom. Provide resources and suggestions for home practice.

- Family Literacy Nights: Organize events that involve families in literacy activities, promoting a love
for reading both at school and at home.



Conclusion

Specially designed instruction examples for reading are vital for accommodating the diverse needs
of students, particularly those with learning disabilities. By tailoring teaching methods, employing
various instructional strategies, and creating an inclusive classroom environment, educators can
empower students to become confident and proficient readers. As each student possesses unique
strengths and challenges, it is essential to continuously assess and adjust instruction, ensuring that
all learners have the opportunity to thrive in their reading journeys. The above examples serve as a
comprehensive guide for educators seeking to implement effective specially designed instruction in
their classrooms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is specially designed instruction in reading?
Specially designed instruction in reading refers to tailored teaching strategies, methods, and
resources that accommodate individual learning needs, helping students with diverse abilities
improve their reading skills.

What are some examples of specially designed instruction for
struggling readers?
Examples include using phonics-based interventions, providing graphic organizers, implementing
guided reading sessions, and utilizing technology like audiobooks and reading apps.

How can visual aids be used in specially designed instruction
for reading?
Visual aids such as charts, pictures, and illustrated texts can enhance comprehension and retention
by providing visual context and supporting the text being read.

What role does differentiated instruction play in reading?
Differentiated instruction involves modifying content, process, and product based on students'
readiness, interests, and learning profiles, ensuring that all students can access and engage with
reading materials effectively.

How can small group instruction benefit reading skills?
Small group instruction allows for personalized attention, targeted teaching, and the opportunity for
students to practice reading skills through collaborative activities, fostering a supportive learning
environment.



What are some effective strategies for teaching vocabulary in
reading?
Effective strategies include using context clues, direct instruction of word meanings, incorporating
vocabulary games, and engaging students in discussions that reinforce word usage.

How can assistive technology support specially designed
instruction for reading?
Assistive technology, such as text-to-speech software, reading apps, and electronic graphic
organizers, can provide additional support for students with reading difficulties by enhancing
accessibility and engagement.

What is the importance of progress monitoring in specially
designed reading instruction?
Progress monitoring helps educators assess student growth, adjust instruction as needed, and
ensure that interventions are effective in improving reading skills over time.

How can parents support specially designed reading
instruction at home?
Parents can support reading by creating a literacy-rich environment, engaging in shared reading,
encouraging discussions about texts, and utilizing educational resources that align with their child's
learning needs.
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