SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE IS AN ESSENTIAL DOCUMENT FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS, CLINICS, AND
CLIENTS SEEKING CLEAR, LEGALLY SOUND AGREEMENTS FOR THERAPY SERVICES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE CRITICAL
COMPONENTS OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE, PROVIDING GUIDANCE ON HOW TO CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE AND
EFFECTIVE CONTRACT. |T COVERS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH TEMPLATES, KEY CLAUSES TO INCLUDE, CUSTOMIZATION TIPS, AND
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND PROTECTION FOR BOTH PARTIES. ADDITIONALLY, IT ADDRESSES THE
IMPORTANCE OF CLEAR COMMUNICATION AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS WITHIN THE CONTRACT. W/HETHER DRAFTING A NEW
AGREEMENT OR REFINING AN EXISTING ONE, UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS ENHANCES CLIENT RELATIONSHIPS AND SAFEGUARDS
SERVICE DELIVERY. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DETAIL THESE ASPECTS TO ASSIST PROFESSIONALS IN DEVELOPING A
ROBUST SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE.

(UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

Key COMPONENTS OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

o CUSTOMIZING A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

LeGAL CONSIDERATIONS AND COMPLIANCE

BesT PRACTICES FOR USING A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE SERVES AS A FOUNDATIONAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN SPEECH THERAPISTS AND THEIR
CLIENTS OR CLIENTS” GUARDIANS. |T DEFINES THE SCOPE OF SERVICES, EXPECTATIONS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTY
INVOLVED. UTILIZING A STANDARDIZED TEMPLATE STREAMLINES THE CONTRACTING PROCESS, ENSURING CONSISTENCY AND
PROFESSIONALISM IN SERVICE AGREEMENTS. THESE TEMPLATES HELP CLARIFY TREATMENT GOALS, SESSION FREQUENCY, FEES,
CANCELLATION POLICIES, AND CONFIDENTIALITY MATTERS. BY EMPLOYING A CONTRACT TEMPLATE, SPEECH THERAPISTS CAN
MINIMIZE MISUNDERST ANDINGS AND DISPUTES, FACILITATING SMOOTHER THERAPEUTIC RELATIONSHIPS. MOREOVER, IT PROVIDES
LEGAL PROTECTION BY DOCUMENTING AGREED TERMS, WHICH IS CRUCIAL IN CASE OF DISAGREEMENTS OR LIABILITY ISSUES.

PURPOSE AND BENEFITS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE IS TO ESTABLISH CLEAR COMMUNICATION AND MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING BEFORE THERAPY COMMENCES. BENEFITS INCLUDE:

® DEFINING ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
® SETTING FINANCIAL TERMS AND PAYMENT SCHEDULES

ESTABLISHING POLICIES ON CANCELLATIONS AND RESCHEDULING

® ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH PRIVACY LAWS SUCH AS HIPAA

® PROVIDING A REFERENCE FOR RESOLVING CONFLICTS



\WHo SHouLb Use A SpeecH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE?

SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATES ARE SUITABLE FOR INDIVIDUAL THERAPISTS, CLINICS, SCHOOLS, AND HEALTHCARE
PROVIDERS OFFERING SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY SERVICES. THEY ARE PARTICULARLY USEFUL WHEN WORKING WITH NEW
CLIENTS OR WHEN FORMALIZING ONGOING SERVICES. GUARDIANS OF PEDIATRIC CLIENTS AND ADULT CLIENTS ALIKE BENEFIT FROM
CLEAR CONTRACTS THAT OUTLINE TREATMENT PLANS AND EXPECTATIONS.

Key CoMPONENTS OF A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

AN EFFECTIVE SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE INCLUDES SEVERAL ESSENTIAL SECTIONS THAT COVER ALL NECESSARY
ASPECTS OF THE THERAPEUTIC ENGAGEMENT. ATTENTION TO DETAIL IN EACH COMPONENT ENSURES TRANSPARENCY AND LEGAL
SOUNDNESS. THE FOLLOWING ARE CRITICAL ELEMENTS THAT MUST BE INCORPORATED.

CLIENT AND THERAPIST INFORMATION

THIS SECTION IDENTIFIES THE PARTIES INVOLVED BY INCLUDING FULL NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND CONTACT INFORMATION. [T MAY
ALSO SPECIFY THE THERAPIST’S QUALIFICATIONS AND LICENSING DETAILS TO ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY.

ScoPE OF SERVICES

THE CONTRACT MUST CLEARLY DESCRIBE THE NATURE OF SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED, INCLUDING ASSESSMENT,
TREATMENT, AND PROGRESS EVALUATION. [T SHOULD SPECIFY THE TARGETED SPEECH OR LANGUAGE DISORDERS AND ANY
SPECIALIZED TECHNIQUES OR APPROACHES PLANNED FOR USE.

DURATION AND FREQUENCY OF SESSIONS

DETAILS REGARDING THE LENGTH OF EACH THERAPY SESSION, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SESSIONS, AND THE FREQUENCY (E.G./
WEEKLY, BI\X/EEKLY) MUST BE OUTLINED TO SET EXPECTATIONS FOR BOTH PARTIES.

Fees AND PAYMENT TERMS

TRANSPARENT DISCLOSURE OF COSTS, ACCEPTED PAYMENT METHODS, DUE DATES, AND POLICIES ON LATE PAYMENTS OR
RETURNED CHECKS ARE CRUCIAL. THIS SECTION MAY ALSO INCLUDE INFORMATION ON INSURANCE BILLING IF APPLICABLE.

CANCELLATION AND RESCHEDULING PoLicy

CLIENTS SHOULD BE INFORMED ABOUT THE PROCEDURE AND ANY FEES ASSOCIATED WITH CANCELING OR RESCHEDULING
APPOINTMENTS. CLEAR POLICIES REDUCE NO-SHOWS AND FINANCIAL LOSSES.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND PRIVACY

COMPLIANCE WITH PRIVACY REGULATIONS SUCH AS HIPAA MUST BE ADDRESSED, ENSURING THAT CLIENT INFORMATION IS
PROTECTED AND ONLY SHARED WITH AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS.



TerRMINATION CLAUSE

CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH EITHER PARTY MAY TERMINATE THE CONTRACT, INCLUDING REQUIRED NOTICE PERIODS, SHOULD BE
SPECIFIED TO AVOID ABRUPT DISCONTINUATIONS.

LiABILITY AND DisPUTE RESOLUTION

STATEMENTS LIMITING LIABILITY AND OUTLINING PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING DISPUTES, SUCH AS MEDIATION OR ARBITRATION,
HELP MANAGE RISKS AND FOSTER AMICABLE RESOLUTIONS.

CusToMizING A SPeecH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

W/HILE TEMPLATES PROVIDE A SOLID FOUNDATION, CUSTOMIZATION IS NECESSARY TO ADDRESS UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES,
CLIENT NEEDS, AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS. TAILORING THE CONTRACT ENHANCES ITS RELEVANCE AND EFFECTIVENESS.

ADAPTING TO DIFFERENT CLIENT TYPES

CONTRACTS SHOULD BE ADJUSTED BASED ON WHETHER THE CLIENT IS A CHILD, ADULT, OR INSTITUTIONAL ENTITY. For
PEDIATRIC CLIENTS, PARENTAL CONSENT AND INVOLVEMENT CLAUSES MAY BE INCLUDED, WHILE ADULT CLIENTS MIGHT REQUIRE
DIFFERENT CONSENT FORMS OR DISCLOSURES.

INCORPORATING STATE AND LOCAL REGULATIONS

SPEECH THERAPY PRACTICES MUST COMPLY WITH JURISDICTION-SPECIFIC LAWS GOVERNING HEAL THCARE CONTRACTS,
LICENSING, AND PRIVACY. UPDATING THE TEMPLATE REGULARLY TO REFLECT THESE LEGAL CHANGES IS ESSENTIAL.

ADDING SPECIFIC THERAPY MODALITIES OR PROGRAMS

THERAPISTS OFFERING SPECIALIZED SERVICES, SUCH AS TELETHERAPY OR GROUP SESSIONS, SHOULD MODIFY THE TEMPLATE TO
ADDRESS UNIQUE PROTOCOLS, TECHNOLOGY USE, AND SCHEDULING CONSIDERATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THESE MODALITIES.

LANGUAGE AND ACCESSIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

USING CLEAR AND STRAIGHTFORWARD LANGUAGE ENSURES CLIENTS UNDERSTAND THE CONTRACT TERMS. PROVIDING
TRANSLATIONS OR ALTERNATIVE FORMATS CAN IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY FOR DIVERSE CLIENT POPULATIONS.

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS AND COMPLIANCE

ENSURING THAT A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE COMPLIES WITH RELEVANT LAWS AND ETHICAL STANDARDS IS VITAL
TO PROTECT BOTH THERAPIST AND CLIENT. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO LEGAL REQUIREMENTS CAN RESULT IN DISPUTES, PENALTIES,
OR LOSS OF LICENSURE.

HIPAA AND CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS

CONTRACTS MUST EXPLICITLY STATE COMPLIANCE WITH THE HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT
(HIPAA) OR OTHER APPLICABLE PRIVACY LAWS. THIS INCLUDES OUTLINING HOW CLIENT DATA WILL BE STORED, USED, AND



SHARED.

LICENSING AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE

THE TEMPLATE SHOULD AFFIRM THAT THE THERAPIST IS LICENSED AND AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES
WITHIN THE RELEVANT JURISDICTION. |T SHOULD ALSO CLARIFY THAT SERVICES WILL BE DELIVERED WITHIN THE THERAPIST’S
PROFESSIONAL SCOPE.

INFORMED CONSENT

OBTAINING INFORMED CONSENT IS A LEGAL AND ETHICAL OBLIGATION. THE CONTRACT SHOULD INCLUDE A SECTION WHERE
CLIENTS ACKNOWLEDGE UNDERSTANDING OF THE THERAPY PROCESS, POTENTIAL RISKS, BENEFITS, AND ALTERNATIVES.

Recorp KeepING AND DOCUMENTATION

DETAILS ABOUT HOW THERAPY RECORDS WILL BE MAINTAINED, CLIENT ACCESS RIGHTS, AND RETENTION PERIODS SHOULD BE
INCLUDED TO COMPLY WITH LEGAL STANDARDS AND FACILITATE CONTINUITY OF CARE.

BesT PRACTICES FOR UsING A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE

IMPLEMENTING A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE EFFECTIVELY REQUIRES ATTENTION TO COMMUNICATION,
DOCUMENTATION, AND UPDATES. FOLLOWING BEST PRACTICES ENSURES THE CONTRACT REMAINS A VALUABLE TOOL
THROUGHOUT THE THERAPEUTIC RELATIONSHIP.

Review AND Discuss THE CONTRACT WITH CLIENTS

BeFORE SIGNING, THERAPISTS SHOULD REVIEW THE CONTRACT TERMS WITH CLIENTS OR GUARDIANS, ANSWERING QUESTIONS AND
CLARIFYING ANY AMBIGUITIES. THIS PROCESS FOSTERS TRUST AND REDUCES LATER CONFLICTS.

Keep SIGNED COPIES SECURELY

MAINTAINING ORGANIZED AND SECURE STORAGE OF SIGNED CONTRACTS PROTECTS CLIENT CONFIDENTIALITY AND PROVIDES
EVIDENCE OF AGREEMENT IF DISPUTES ARISE.

UPDATE THE TEMPLATE REGULARLY

PERIODIC REVIEWS AND UPDATES TO THE CONTRACT TEMPLATE ENSURE IT REFLECTS CURRENT LAWS, BEST PRACTICES, AND
CHANGES IN SERVICE DELIVERY METHODS.

Use CLEAR AND PROFESSIONAL LANGUAGE

CONTRACTS SHOULD AVOID JARGON AND AMBIGUOUS TERMS TO PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING. PROFESSIONAL TONE AND PRECISE
\WORDING CONTRIBUTE TO THE DOCUMENT’S AUTHORITY AND EFFECTIVENESS.



ExAMPLES OF KeY CLAUSES TO INCLUDE

1. PAYMENT TERMS: “CLIENT AGREES TO PAY $X PER SESSION, PAYABLE BEFORE OR AT THE TIME OF SERVICE.”

2. CANCELLATION PoLicy: “CANCELLATIONS MUST BE MADE AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO AVOID A
CANCELLATION FEE.”

'’

3. CONFIDENTIALITY: “ALL CLIENT INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIPAA REGULATIONS.’

4. TERMINATION: “EITHER PARTY MAY TERMINATE THIS AGREEMENT WITH 14 DAYS WRITTEN NOTICE.”

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE?

A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE IS A PRE-DESIGNED DOCUMENT THAT OUTLINES THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS BETWEEN
A SPEECH THERAPIST AND THEIR CLIENT, INCLUDING SERVICES OFFERED, PAYMENT TERMS, CANCELLATION POLICIES, AND
CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENTS.

\W/HY SHOULD | USE A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE?

USING A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE HELPS ESTABLISH CLEAR EXPECTATIONS, PROTECTS BOTH PARTIES LEGALLY,
AND ENSURES THAT ALL ESSENTIAL DETAILS REGARDING THERAPY SESSIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES ARE DOCUMENTED.

\W/HAT KEY ELEMENTS SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT
TEMPLATE?

KEY ELEMENTS INCLUDE CLIENT AND THERAPIST INFORMATION, SCOPE OF SERVICES, SESSION FREQUENCY AND DURATION,
PAYMENT TERMS, CANCELLATION AND RESCHEDULING POLICIES, CONFIDENTIALITY CLAUSES, AND TERMINATION CONDITIONS.

CAN | CUSTOMIZE A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE FOR MY PRACTICE?

YES, MOST TEMPLATES ARE FULLY CUSTOMIZABLE TO FIT THE SPECIFIC NEEDS AND REGULATIONS OF YOUR PRACTICE, ALLOWING
YOU TO ADD OR MODIFY SECTIONS AS NECESSARY.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND A RELIABLE SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATEP

RELIABLE TEMPLATES CAN BE FOUND ON PROFESSIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION WEBSITES, LEGAL DOCUMENT PLATFORMS, OR
THROUGH SPEECH THERAPY SOFT W ARE PROVIDERS.

IS A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT LEGALLY BINDING?

YES, ONCE SIGNED BY BOTH PARTIES, A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT IS A LEGALLY BINDING AGREEMENT THAT CAN BE ENFORCED
IN A COURT OF LAW IF NECESSARY.

How OFTEN SHOULD | REVIEW AND UPDATE MY SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE?

IT'S RECOMMENDED TO REVIEW AND UPDATE YOUR CONTRACT ANNUALLY OR WHENEVER THERE ARE CHANGES IN LAWS,
INSURANCE POLICIES, OR YOUR THERAPY SERVICES.



CAN A SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATE HELP WITH INSURANCE CLAIMS?

YES, HAVING A CLEAR CONTRACT CAN FACILITATE INSURANCE CLAIMS BY PROVIDING DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE OF AGREED
SERVICES, PAYMENT TERMS, AND SESSION DETAILS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SpeecH THErAPY CONTRACTS: A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CLINICIANS

THIS BOOK OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE TEMPLATES AND EXAMPLES OF SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACTS TAILORED FOR VARIOUS
CLINICAL SETTINGS. |IT COVERS ESSENTIAL LEGAL AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, ENSURING THERAPISTS ESTABLISH CLEAR
AGREEMENTS WITH CLIENTS. THE GUIDE ALSO INCLUDES TIPS ON CUSTOMIZING CONTRACTS TO SUIT INDIVIDUAL PRACTICE NEEDS
AND ENHANCING PROFESSIONAL-CLIENT COMMUNICATION.

2. LEGAL ESSENTIALS FOR SPEECH THERAPISTS: CONTRACT TEMPLATES AND BEST PRACTICES

DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS, THIS RESOURCE DELVES INTO THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF
CONTRACT CREATION AND MANAGEMENT. READERS WILL FIND READY-TO-USE CONTRACT TEMPLATES ALONGSIDE ADVICE ON
AVOIDING COMMON LEGAL PITFALLS. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES PROTECTING BOTH THE THERAPIST’S AND CLIENT’S INTERESTS
THROUGH WELL-CRAFTED CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS.

3. CREATING EFFECTIVE SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACTS: TEMPLATES AND STRATEGIES

THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON THE STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OF SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACTS THAT FOSTER TRANSPARENCY AND
TRUST. |T PROVIDES DETAILED TEMPLATES ALONGSIDE EXPLANATIONS OF KEY CONTRACT COMPONENTS SUCH AS PAYMENT
TERMS, CANCELLATION POLICIES, AND CONFIDENTIALITY CLAUSES. THERAPISTS WILL LEARN HOW TO NEGOTIATE AND IMPLEMENT
CONTRACTS THAT SUPPORT SUCCESSFUL THERAPY OUTCOMES.

4. SpeecH THERAPY PRACTICE MANAGEMENT: CONTRACT TEMPLATES AND CLIENT AGREEMENTS

AIMED AT HELPING SPEECH THERAPISTS STREAMLINE THEIR PRACTICE OPERATIONS, THIS BOOK INCLUDES A VARIETY OF
CONTRACT TEMPLATES FOR CLIENT INTAKE, SERVICE DELIVERY, AND BILLING. |T ALSO COVERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON MANAGING
CLIENT EXPECTATIONS AND MAINTAINING PROFESSIONAL BOUNDARIES THROUGH CLEAR WRITTEN AGREEMENTS. THE BOOK IS A
VALUABLE TOOL FOR BOTH NEW AND EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS.

5. CoNTRACT LAW FOR SPEECH THERAPISTS: TEMPLATES AND COMPLIANCE GUIDELINES

THIS PUBLICATION EXPLORES THE INTERSECTION OF CONTRACT LAW AND SPEECH THERAPY PRACTICE, OFFERING TEMPLATES
THAT COMPLY WITH REGULATORY STANDARDS. |T EXPLAINS LEGAL TERMINOLOGY IN AN ACCESSIBLE WAY AND GUIDES
THERAPISTS THROUGH THE PROCESS OF DRAFTING ENFORCEABLE CONTRACTS. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS COMMON CONTRACT
ISSUES AND HOW TO RESOLVE DISPUTES EFFECTIVELY.

6. SpeecH THERAPY CLIENT AGREEMENTS: SAMPLE CONTRACTS AND IMPLEMENTATION TIPS

FEATURING A COLLECTION OF SAMPLE CLIENT AGREEMENTS, THIS BOOK IS DESIGNED TO HELP THERAPISTS ESTABLISH
PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS GROUNDED IN CLEAR EXPECTATIONS. |T ADDRESSES ESSENTIAL TOPICS SUCH AS CONSENT,
CONFIDENTIALITY, AND SERVICE SCOPE. PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION TIPS ASSIST THERAPISTS IN ADAPTING THE TEMPLATES TO
DIVERSE CLIENT POPULATIONS AND SETTINGS.

7. CUsTOMIZABLE SPEECH THERAPY CONTRACT TEMPLATES FOR PRIVATE PRACTICE

THIS RESOURCE OFFERS A VARIETY OF CUSTOMIZABLE CONTRACT TEMPLATES SPECIFICALLY CRAFTED FOR PRIVATE PRACTICE
SPEECH THERAPISTS. |T INCLUDES AGREEMENTS FOR INITIAL ASSESSMENTS, ONGOING THERAPY SESSIONS, AND TELEPRACTICE
SERVICES. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES FLEXIBILITY AND PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON TAILORING CONTRACTS TO MEET UNIQUE PRACTICE
REQUIREMENTS.

8. ProressioNAL SpeecH THERAPY CONTRACTS: DRAFTING AND NEGOTIATION TECHNIQUES

FOCUSED ON THE DRAFTING AND NEGOTIATION PROCESS, THIS BOOK EQUIPS SPEECH THERAPISTS WITH SKILLS TO CREATE
EFFECTIVE AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL CONTRACTS. |T INCLUDES SAMPLE TEMPLATES AND REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS TO
ILLUSTRATE COMMON NEGOTIATION CHALLENGES. READERS WILL GAIN CONFIDENCE IN SECURING AGREEMENTS THAT PROTECT
THEIR PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS.

Q. SPEECH THERAPY SERVICE AGREEMENTS: TEMPLATES, TIPS, AND LEGAL INSIGHTS
THIS BOOK COMBINES PRACTICAL TEMPLATES WITH LEGAL INSIGHTS TO HELP SPEECH THERAPISTS DEVELOP ROBUST SERVICE
AGREEMENTS. |T COVERS KEY ELEMENTS SUCH AS SCOPE OF SERVICES, FEES, CANCELLATION POLICIES, AND CONFIDENTIALITY.



ADDITIONALLY, IT OFFERS GUIDANCE ON MAINTAINING COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTHCARE REGULATIONS AND ETHICAL STANDARDS.
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