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Splatoon 3 has taken the vibrant world of ink-splatting to new heights, introducing players
to a plethora of gear options that can significantly affect gameplay. This guide delves into
the various types of gear available, how they influence your performance in battle, and tips
for optimizing your loadout. Whether you’re a newcomer or a veteran of the series,
understanding the intricacies of gear can enhance your experience in the competitive
landscape of Splatoon 3.

Understanding Gear Types

In Splatoon 3, gear is categorized into three main types: headgear, clothing, and footwear.
Each type provides unique abilities that can complement your playstyle and strategy.

1. Headgear

Headgear includes hats, helmets, and masks. These items not only enhance your
character's appearance but also offer specific abilities that can be crucial in battle.

- Types of Headgear:
- Caps: Lightweight and stylish, offering basic abilities.
- Helmets: Usually provide defensive abilities or buffs to special weapons.
- Masks: Often grant stealth abilities or increased mobility.

2. Clothing

Clothing is the most versatile gear type in Splatoon 3. It includes shirts, jackets, and other
upper-body apparel. The abilities associated with clothing often focus on enhancing speed,
health recovery, or special weapon efficiency.

- Types of Clothing:
- T-Shirts: Basic clothing with standard ability slots.
- Long Sleeves: Often provide enhanced ink efficiency or defense.
- Jackets: Typically offer unique perks like improved special charge rates.

3. Footwear

Footwear, including shoes and boots, can significantly influence your mobility and overall
speed on the battlefield. Different shoes can enhance your movement, jumping ability, or
even provide invulnerability after respawning.



- Types of Footwear:
- Sneakers: Commonly increase speed and agility.
- Boots: Usually offer stability and defensive perks.
- Sandals: Often provide a balance between speed and special abilities.

Gear Abilities Explained

Each piece of gear comes with unique abilities that can be combined to create a powerful
loadout. Understanding these abilities is key to mastering your gear.

1. Primary Abilities

Every piece of gear has a primary ability that defines its core function. These abilities can
greatly influence your style of play. Here are some common primary abilities:

- Ink Saver (Main): Reduces ink consumption for main weapons.
- Swim Speed Up: Increases movement speed while swimming through ink.
- Special Charge Up: Increases the rate at which your special gauge fills.

2. Secondary Abilities

In addition to primary abilities, gear can also have secondary abilities that provide
additional bonuses. These are typically less impactful but can further enhance your
strategy.

- Quick Respawn: Reduces respawn time after being splatted.
- Ninja Squid: Allows players to swim while remaining invisible in ink.
- Last-Ditch Effort: Boosts special charge and other abilities when your team is at a
disadvantage.

Choosing the Right Gear for Your Playstyle

Your choice of gear should reflect your preferred playstyle. Here are a few common
playstyles and recommended gear setups.

1. Aggressive Playstyle

If you thrive on being in the thick of battle, you’ll want gear that enhances your offensive
capabilities.

- Recommended Gear:



- Headgear: Helmets with Ink Saver (Main) and Quick Respawn.
- Clothing: T-Shirts with Swim Speed Up and Special Charge Up.
- Footwear: Sneakers with Ink Recovery Up.

2. Support Playstyle

For players who prefer a more supportive role, focusing on abilities that assist teammates
and control the battlefield is key.

- Recommended Gear:
- Headgear: Caps with Special Charge Up and Ink Saver (Sub).
- Clothing: Jackets with Teamwork-focused abilities like Ink Recovery.
- Footwear: Boots with Quick Respawn and Last-Ditch Effort.

3. Stealth Playstyle

Players who enjoy sneaking around and ambushing opponents can benefit from gear that
enhances stealth.

- Recommended Gear:
- Headgear: Masks with Ninja Squid and Swim Speed Up.
- Clothing: Long sleeves with Ink Resistance Up.
- Footwear: Sandals with Ink Saver (Main) and Quick Super Jump.

Unlocking and Customizing Gear

Gear in Splatoon 3 can be unlocked through various means, including leveling up,
completing challenges, or purchasing from in-game shops. Once you have acquired gear,
you can customize it to better suit your playstyle.

1. Obtaining Gear

- In-Game Shops: Visit shops like “Cloth Shop” or “Shoe Shop” in the game’s main hub to
purchase gear.
- Leveling Up: As you level up, new gear options become available.
- Challenges and Events: Participating in events or completing challenges can yield
exclusive gear.

2. Customizing Gear Abilities

Once you have gear, you can customize the abilities through the following methods:



- Ability Chunks: Earned through gameplay, these can be used to change secondary
abilities on gear.
- Splatfest and Events: Participating in these can grant unique ability chunks.
- Re-rolling: For a cost, you can re-roll the abilities of your gear to potentially get more
desirable options.

Conclusion

Understanding the vast array of gear options in Splatoon 3 is essential for maximizing your
performance in battle. By experimenting with different combinations of headgear, clothing,
and footwear, you can create a loadout that complements your playstyle while enhancing
your abilities. Whether you prefer to take the front lines or support your team from the
shadows, the right gear can make all the difference. Keep practicing, explore the various
gear options, and enjoy the colorful chaos that is Splatoon 3!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best gear sets for competitive play in
Splatoon 3?
For competitive play, gear sets that prioritize abilities like 'Ninja Squid', 'Swim Speed Up',
and 'Ink Resistance Up' are popular. A recommended set includes the 'Hero Headgear',
'Hero Jacket', and 'Hero Boots' which provide a balanced approach to offense and defense.

How do I effectively use Ability Chunks in Splatoon 3?
Ability Chunks can be used to customize your gear by adding or rerolling abilities. You can
earn them by leveling up gear and completing certain challenges. Focus on collecting
chunks of abilities that complement your playstyle, such as 'Special Charge Up' for
aggressive players.

What are the top new abilities introduced in Splatoon
3?
Splatoon 3 introduces several new abilities, including 'Cold-Blooded', which makes you less
visible to opponents, and 'Drop Roller', allowing you to roll in any direction after jumping.
These new abilities can significantly change your strategy in both ranked and casual
battles.

How can I obtain rare gear in Splatoon 3?
Rare gear can be obtained through various means such as participating in Splatfests,
completing specific challenges, or purchasing from shops in the game. Keep an eye out for
limited-time events and promotions that offer unique gear.



What is the best way to level up gear quickly in
Splatoon 3?
To level up gear quickly, focus on playing in modes that yield higher XP, like Salmon Run
and Ranked Battles. Additionally, equip gear with the 'Increase XP Gain' ability to maximize
your experience points. Completing challenges and participating in events will also help
level up gear faster.
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