
st george family history center

St George Family History Center is a valuable resource for individuals seeking to delve into their
genealogical roots and uncover the rich tapestry of their family history. Nestled in the picturesque city of
St. George, Utah, this center offers a wealth of resources, expert guidance, and a supportive community for
both novice and experienced genealogists. In this article, we will explore the history, resources, and
services available at the St George Family History Center, along with tips for getting the most out of your
visit.

Understanding the St George Family History Center

The St George Family History Center is part of the larger FamilySearch network, which is operated by
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church). FamilySearch is one of the world's largest
repositories of genealogical records, and the St George center plays a crucial role in making these records
accessible to the public.

The Mission of the Family History Center

The primary mission of the St George Family History Center is to assist individuals in discovering their
family history and lineage. This mission is accomplished through:

- Providing access to a vast collection of genealogical records
- Offering free classes and workshops on various aspects of genealogy
- Facilitating research through knowledgeable staff and volunteers

Resources Available at the St George Family History Center

Visitors to the St George Family History Center can take advantage of a wide array of resources designed to
enhance their genealogical research. Some of the key resources include:

1. Access to Genealogical Records

The center houses extensive collections of records, including:

- Census records: These provide insights into family structures, occupations, and residences.



- Birth, marriage, and death records: Essential for tracing lineage and understanding family connections.
- Military records: Valuable for those researching ancestors who served in the armed forces.
- Immigration and naturalization records: Helpful for individuals seeking to uncover their immigrant
ancestors.

2. Research Tools and Technology

The St George Family History Center is equipped with various technological tools to aid in research,
including:

- Computers with internet access: These allow visitors to access online databases and family history
websites.
- Microfilm and microfiche readers: Essential for viewing historical documents that have yet to be digitized.
- Printing and scanning services: Visitors can print copies of their findings or scan documents for personal
records.

3. Family History Library Catalog

The center provides access to the Family History Library Catalog, which includes:

- A comprehensive list of genealogical materials available for research.
- Detailed descriptions of each item, including location and availability.

Classes and Workshops Offered

To support visitors in their genealogical endeavors, the St George Family History Center regularly hosts
classes and workshops. These sessions cover a range of topics, including:

- Beginning genealogy: Ideal for those just starting their research journey.
- Using FamilySearch: A guide to navigating the online platform effectively.
- Researching specific ethnicities or regions: Tailored sessions for those with specific ancestral interests.
- DNA testing and analysis: Understanding how genetic testing can complement traditional research
methods.



Tips for Making the Most of Your Visit

To maximize the benefits of your trip to the St George Family History Center, consider the following tips:

1. Prepare Ahead of Time

Before visiting the center, take some time to gather any information you already have about your family.
This can include:

- Names of ancestors
- Dates and places of significant life events (births, marriages, deaths)
- Any known family stories or legends

Having this information on hand will allow you to focus your research efforts more effectively.

2. Utilize the Staff and Volunteers

The staff and volunteers at the center are incredibly knowledgeable and eager to assist you. Don’t hesitate
to ask questions or seek guidance on how to navigate the resources available. They can provide insights and
tips that may save you time and lead you to valuable records.

3. Engage in Classes and Workshops

Take advantage of the educational offerings at the center. Participating in classes and workshops can
enhance your skills and provide new strategies for your research. Even if you are an experienced
genealogist, there is always something new to learn.

4. Be Patient and Persistent

Genealogical research can be a lengthy and sometimes frustrating process. Be prepared for the possibility of
encountering roadblocks along the way. Patience and persistence are key virtues in genealogy, and often,
new records or tools can emerge that provide the breakthrough you need.



Community Involvement and Networking

The St George Family History Center is not only a research facility but also a community hub for
individuals passionate about genealogy. Engaging with fellow researchers can lead to valuable connections
and insights. Consider:

- Joining local genealogy groups: Many communities have clubs or societies focused on genealogy that can
provide support and resources.
- Participating in events: The center often hosts special events, such as family history fairs or guest lectures,
which can provide networking opportunities.

Conclusion

The St George Family History Center is an invaluable asset for anyone interested in exploring their family
history. With a wealth of resources, expert guidance, and a supportive community, it offers everything
you need to embark on your genealogical journey. By taking advantage of the resources available and
engaging with the community, you can uncover the stories of your ancestors and create a lasting legacy for
future generations. Whether you are just beginning your research or are an experienced genealogist, the
St George Family History Center is a place where your family history can come to life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the St. George Family History Center offer?
The St. George Family History Center offers a variety of services including access to genealogical records,
research assistance from trained staff, free access to premium genealogy databases, and classes on family
history research.

How can I access records at the St. George Family History Center?
You can access records by visiting the center in person, where staff can assist you in navigating the
available resources and databases. You may also need to create an account with FamilySearch to view
certain records online.

Is there a cost associated with using the St. George Family History
Center?
No, the services at the St. George Family History Center are free of charge, including access to many



genealogy databases and research assistance.

What are the hours of operation for the St. George Family History
Center?
The St. George Family History Center typically operates from 10 AM to 5 PM on weekdays and may have
extended hours on certain days. It's best to check their official website or call ahead for the most current
hours.

Can I volunteer at the St. George Family History Center?
Yes, the St. George Family History Center welcomes volunteers who are interested in helping others with
genealogical research. Interested individuals can inquire at the center about volunteer opportunities.
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