st louis football teams history

St Louis football teams history is rich and varied, reflecting the city’s deep-rooted connection to
the sport. From professional leagues to college teams, St. Louis has seen a plethora of football teams
that have shaped the city’s sports culture. This article will explore the evolution of football in St.
Louis, highlighting key teams, significant moments, and the legacy they have left behind.

Early Beginnings of Football in St. Louis

Football in St. Louis can trace its origins back to the late 19th century. The sport began to gain
popularity with local clubs and schools, laying the groundwork for organized football in the area.

College Football

The first organized football games in St. Louis were played by college teams. Some notable early
programs include:

¢ Washington University in St. Louis: Established a football team in 1890, the Bears have a
long-standing tradition and were competitive in early intercollegiate football.

¢ Saint Louis University: Founded their football program in 1891, the Billikens played a
significant role in the city’s early football history.

These institutions helped to foster local talent and build interest in the sport, setting the stage for
future professional teams.

The Rise of Professional Football

St. Louis truly entered the professional football scene in the mid-20th century, with several teams
making their mark in the National Football League (NFL) and other leagues.

The St. Louis Cardinals

One of the earliest professional teams to call St. Louis home was the St. Louis Cardinals, who joined
the NFL in 1960 after relocating from Chicago. The Cardinals enjoyed a lengthy tenure in St. Louis,
with notable highlights including:

e 1974: The team achieved its first playoff appearance in St. Louis, which provided a spark of



excitement among local fans.

e 1982: The Cardinals made it to the playoffs again, showcasing some of the best talent in the
league.

Despite their efforts, the Cardinals struggled to find consistent success and ultimately relocated to
Arizona in 1988, leaving a void in the St. Louis football scene.

The St. Louis Rams

In 1995, the St. Louis Rams were born when the NFL awarded the city an expansion team. The Rams
quickly became a source of pride for the community and left an indelible mark on the history of St.
Louis football.

e Super Bowl XXXIV: The Rams won their first championship in 1999, defeating the Tennessee
Titans in a thrilling game that culminated in a last-minute stand.
e Greatest Show on Turf: This nickname was given to the Rams during the late 1990s and

early 2000s, highlighting their dynamic offense led by quarterback Kurt Warner and an array
of talented players.

The Rams remained in St. Louis until 2016, when they announced their relocation back to Los
Angeles, leaving behind a legacy that is still celebrated today.

Current Landscape of Football in St. Louis

Though St. Louis has lost its NFL teams, the city remains a vibrant hub for football at various levels.

St. Louis BattleHawks

The St. Louis BattleHawks are part of the XFL, a league that aims to provide an alternative to the
NFL. Established in 2020, the BattleHawks quickly gained a dedicated fanbase. Some key points
about the team include:

e Fan Support: The BattleHawks made headlines for their impressive attendance, drawing
thousands of fans to support the team during its inaugural season.

e Competitive Spirit: The team demonstrated strong performances, showcasing local talent
and creating excitement for the sport in the city.



The BattleHawks represent a new chapter in St. Louis football history, providing a platform for
players and fans alike.

College Football

Local colleges continue to play a significant role in the football landscape:

e University of Missouri: Though not directly in St. Louis, the Mizzou Tigers play a vital role in
the region and have a strong following among St. Louis fans.

e Missouri Baptist University: Competing at the NAIA level, this university has developed a
growing football program that contributes to the area's sports culture.

These colleges continue to foster local talent and keep the spirit of football alive in St. Louis.

The Impact of St. Louis Football Teams on the
Community

Football teams in St. Louis have had a profound impact on the community, bringing people together
and fostering a sense of pride.

Economic Contributions

The presence of football teams in St. Louis has significant economic implications:

e Job Creation: Teams create jobs directly through staffing and indirectly through associated
businesses such as hospitality and retail.

e Tourism: Home games attract visitors, contributing to the local economy and promoting the
city as a sports destination.

Community Engagement

Football teams often engage in community service initiatives, helping to foster a sense of unity.
Some examples include:



¢ Youth Programs: Teams often run youth clinics and camps, promoting sportsmanship and
healthy lifestyles.

e Charitable Events: Players often participate in local charities, supporting causes that
resonate with the community.

Conclusion

The St Louis football teams history is a testament to the city’s love for the game. From the early
days of college football to the glory years of the Rams and the resurgence of the BattleHawks, St.
Louis has a rich tapestry of football heritage. While the city may no longer host an NFL team, the
passion for football endures, ensuring that the story of St. Louis football continues to be written for
generations to come. As the community rallies around local teams, the future of football in St. Louis
looks bright, filled with promise and potential.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the St. Louis Rams relocate to Los Angeles?

The St. Louis Rams relocated to Los Angeles in 2016.

Which St. Louis football team won the Super Bowl in 1999?

The St. Louis Rams won the Super Bowl in 1999, defeating the Tennessee Titans in Super Bowl
XXXIV.

What was the original name of the St. Louis Rams when they
were established?

The original name of the St. Louis Rams when they were established in 1936 was the Cleveland
Rams.

Which football team was the first to represent St. Louis in the
NFL?

The St. Louis Cardinals were the first football team to represent St. Louis in the NFL, starting in
1960.

When did the St. Louis BattleHawks join the XFL?

The St. Louis BattleHawks joined the XFL in 2020 as one of the eight teams in the league's inaugural
season.



How many seasons did the St. Louis Rams play in the city
before moving?

The St. Louis Rams played in the city for 21 seasons before moving to Los Angeles in 2016.

What was the significance of the 2000 season for the St. Louis
Rams?

The 2000 season was significant for the St. Louis Rams as they were known for their high-powered
offense, earning them the nickname 'The Greatest Show on Turf.'
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