ST SIMONS ISLAND BLACK HISTORY

ST. SIMONS ISLAND BLACK HISTORY IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN FROM THE THREADS OF RESILIENCE, CULTURE, AND COMMUNITY.
THIS PICTURESQUE BARRIER ISLAND OFF THE COAST OF GEORGIA HAS LONG BEEN A SIGNIFICANT SITE FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY, ESPECIALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE GULLAH GEECHEE CULTURE. FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF SLAVERY TO THE
VIBRANT COMMUNITIES THAT THRIVE TODAY, THE BLACK HISTORY OF ST. SIMONS ISLAND IS A STORY OF PERSEVERANCE AND
STRENGTH.

THe EARLY DAYS: ENSLAVEMENT AND THE GULLAH GeecHEe CULTURE

THE HISTORY OF ST. SIMONS ISLAND AS IT RELATES TO AFRICAN AMERICANS BEGINS IN THE 18TH CENTURY WHEN ENSLAVED
AFRICANS WERE BROUGHT TO THE ISLAND TO WORK ON RICE, COTTON, AND INDIGO PLANTATIONS. THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE
NOT JUST LABORERS: THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM RICH CULTURAL TRADITIONS, LANGUAGES, AND AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE
THAT SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED THE ISLAND’S DEVELOPMENT.

THe GULLAH GEECHEE HERITAGE

THE GULLAH GEECHEE PEOPLE ARE DESCENDANTS OF THESE ENSLAVED AFRICANS. THEY HAVE PRESERVED THEIR UNIQUE
CULTURAL IDENTITY, WHICH BLENDS AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN, AND AMERICAN INFLUENCES. SOME KEY ASPECTS OF GULLAH GEECHEE
CULTURE INCLUDE!:

¢ LANGUAGE: GULLAH, A CREOLE LANGUAGE, IS SPOKEN BY MANY IN THE COMMUNITY AND REFLECTS AFRICAN LINGUISTIC
ROOTS.

® FooD: TRADITIONAL DISHES SUCH AS GUMBO, OKRA, AND RICE ARE STAPLES, SHOWCASING THE AGRICULTURAL
HERITAGE OF THE REGION.

e Music: SPIRITUALS, WORK SONGS, AND STORYTELLING HAVE PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN MAINTAINING CULTURAL TIES
AND COMMUNITY COHESION.

o CRAFTSMANSHIP: THE GULLAH GEECHEE ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR BASKET WEAVING AND OTHER ARTISAN CRAFTS, WHICH
CONTINUE TO BE A SOURCE OF PRIDE AND ECONOMIC SUSTENANCE.

THe CiviL W AR ERA AND RECONSTRUCTION

DURING THE CiviL W AR, ST. SIMONS ISLAND WAS A STRATEGIC LOCATION FOR BOTH UNION AND CONFEDERATE FORCES. AFTER
THE WAR, THE ISLAND UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES DURING THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA, WHICH PROVIDED AFRICAN
AMERICANS WITH NEW OPPORTUNITIES, ALBEIT FRAUGHT WITH CHALLENGES.

PosT-W AR CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

FoLLowING EMANCIPATION, MANY FORMER ENSLAVED PEOPLE SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES. THEY FACED
NUMEROUS OBSTACLES, INCLUDING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, BUT THEY ALSO ACHIEVED REMARKABLE
MILESTONES!



1. LAND OWNERSHIP: SOME AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE ABLE TO ACQUIRE LAND, ESTABLISHING FARMS AND CONTRIBUTING
TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY.

2. EDUCATION: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOLS FOR BLACK CHILDREN WAS A SIGNIFICANT ADVANCEMENT, ALTHOUGH
ACCESS WAS LIMITED AND OFTEN MET WITH RESISTANCE.

3. COMMUNITY BUILDING: CHURCHES AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS EMERGED, PROVIDING SUPPORT AND FOSTERING A SENSE
OF COMMUNITY AMONG AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THE CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: A FIGHT FOR EQUALITY

THE 20TH CENTURY BROUGHT RENEWED STRUGGLES FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, AND ST. SIMONS ISLAND WAS NO EXCEPTION. THE
LOCAL AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY BECAME INCREASINGLY ACTIVE IN THE FIGHT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.

Key EVENTS AND FIGURES

SEVERAL EVENTS AND INDIVIDUALS PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN THE LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT:
® THE FREEDOM RIDES: ACTIVISTS TRAVELED THROUGH THE SOUTH TO CHALLENGE SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION, INSPIRING LOCAL PARTICIPATION.

o GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATIONS: GROUPS SUCH AS THE NAACP WORKED TIRELESSLY TO ADVOCATE FOR VOTING
RIGHTS AND AGAINST DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES.

o LocAL LEADERS: FIGURES SUCH AS REVEREND H. JACKSON AND OTHERS MOBILIZED THE COMMUNITY, ORGANIZING
PROTESTS AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES.

MoDErRN-DAY ST. SIMONS IsLAND: HERITAGE AND LEGACY

TODAY/ ST. SIMONS ISLAND IS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY THAT CELEBRATES ITS BLACK HISTORY AND CULTURE. EFFORTS TO
PRESERVE THIS HISTORY ARE EVIDENT IN VARIOUS INITIATIVES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

PRESERVING BLACK HISTORY

SEVERAL INSTITUTIONS AND EVENTS HELP KEEP THE LEGACY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS ALIVE ON THE ISLAND:
¢ THE ST. SIMONS ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM: THIS MUSEUM OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE ISLAND’S HISTORY, INCLUDING
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.

o THE GuLLAH GEECHEE HERITAGE CORRIDOR: THIS NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA AIMS TO PRESERVE THE GULLAH GEECHEE
CULTURE AND EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

o COMMUNITY EVENTS: FESTIVALS CELEBRATING GULLAH CULTURE, ART SHOWS, AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS ARE HELD
REGULARLY, FOSTERING A SENSE OF PRIDE AND A\ ARENESS.



CHALLENGES AND PROGRESS

DESPITE ONGOING CHALLENGES, INCLUDING ECONOMIC DISPARITIES AND SOCIAL ISSUES, THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY ON
ST. SIMONS ISLAND CONTINUES TO THRIVE. LOCAL LEADERS, ACTIVISTS, AND RESIDENTS WORK TIRELESSLY TO ADDRESS THESE
ISSUES WHILE CELEBRATING THEIR RICH HERITAGE.

THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION AND AW ARENESS

UNDERSTANDING ST. SIMONS ISLAND’S BLACK HISTORY IS CRUCIAL FOR FOSTERING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND ENSURING THAT
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS ARE RECOGNIZED AND HONORED.

EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES

SCHOOLS AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE WORKING TO INCORPORATE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY INTO THEIR CURRICULA
AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS. INITIATIVES INCLUDE:

® \X/ORkSHOPS AND LECTURES: COMMUNITY MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ISLAND'S
HISTORY AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR MODERN SOCIETY.

o COLLABORATIONS WITH UNIVERSITIES: PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HELP TO PROMOTE RESEARCH
AND AW ARENESS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY.

® PUBLICATIONS: LOCAL HISTORIANS AND WRITERS ARE STRIVING TO DOCUMENT AND PUBLISH WORKS FOCUSING ON THE
ISLAND’S BLACK HISTORY.

CoNCLUSION

ST. SIMONS ISLAND BLACK HISTORY IS A VITAL PART OF THE ISLAND'S NARRATIVE, REFLECTING THE STRUGGLES, ACHIEVEMENTS,
AND RESILIENCE OF ITS AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY. AS WE MOVE FORWARD, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO HONOR THIS LEGACY BY
PROMOTING EDUCATION, AW ARENESS, AND APPRECIATION OF THE CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE ISLAND
INTO WHAT IT IS TODAY. BY PRESERVING AND CELEBRATING THIS HISTORY, WE CAN ENSURE THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS
UNDERSTAND THE RICH HERITAGE THAT CONTINUES TO THRIVE ON ST. SIMONS ISLAND.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT SIGNIFICANT ROLE DID ST. SIMONS ISLAND PLAY IN THE GULLAH CULTURE?

ST. SIMONS ISLAND IS PART OF THE GULLAH GEECHEE CULTURAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR, WHERE DESCENDANTS OF ENSLAVED
AFRICANS PRESERVED THEIR UNIQUE LANGUAGE, CRAFTS, AND TRADITIONS, CONTRIBUTING TO THE RICH CULTURAL TAPESTRY OF
THE REGION.



WHo WAS MAJOR JOHN MCINTOSH AND WHY IS HE IMPORTANT TO ST. SIMONS
ISLAND’S HISTORY?

MAJOR JOHN MCINTOSH WAS A PROMINENT AFRICAN AMERICAN LANDOWNER AND COMMUNITY LEADER ON ST. SIMONS |SLAND
DURING THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA, ADVOCATING FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION FOR FREED SLAVES.

\W/HAT HISTORICAL SITE ON ST. SIMONS ISLAND IS SIGNIFICANT FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY?

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE TRAIL ON ST. SIMONS ISLAND HIGHLIGHTS KEY SITES SUCH AS THE HISTORIC FIRST AFRICAN
BAPTIST CHURCH, ESTABLISHED IN 1879, WHICH SERVES AS A TESTAMENT TO THE RESILIENCE AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT OF
AFRICAN AMERICANS ON THE ISLAND.

How pip THE CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IMPACT THE BLACK COMMUNITY ON ST. SIMONS
IsLAND?

THe CivIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT LED TO INCREASED ACTIVISM AMONG THE BLACK COMMUNITY ON ST. SIMONS ISLAND, RESULTING
IN SIGNIFICANT CHANGES SUCH AS DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC SPACES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS ADVOCATING
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH' ON ST. SIMONS
IsLAND?

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH, FOUNDED IN THE EARLY ]QOOS/ IS A VITAL INSTITUTION FOR THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY ON ST. SIMONS |SLAND, SERVING AS A CENTER FOR WORSHIP, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE INITIATIVES.
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