standard of excellence 1 percussion

Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is a well-regarded method book designed
for beginning percussionists. This instructional resource, created by Bruce
Pearson and Ryan Nowlin, serves as a foundational text for young musicians
across various educational settings, including middle and high school band
programs. The book is part of the larger "Standard of Excellence" series,
which encompasses various instruments and aims to provide a comprehensive
approach to music education. This article will explore the content, features,
and pedagogical benefits of Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion, while also
offering insights into its role in developing proficient percussionists.

Overview of the Standard of Excellence Series

The Standard of Excellence series was developed with the goal of establishing
a solid musical foundation for students. This method book series 1is
characterized by its progressive approach to learning, emphasizing:

- Skill Development: Each book in the series introduces musical concepts and
techniques in a logical sequence, enabling students to build upon their
skills incrementally.

- Comprehensive Musicianship: The series promotes not only instrumental
proficiency but also a thorough understanding of music theory, history, and
appreciation.

- Diverse Repertoire: The books include a variety of musical styles, ensuring
students are exposed to different genres and cultural influences.

Content of Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion

Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is specifically tailored for students who
are just starting their journey with percussion instruments. The book 1is
structured to facilitate a gradual introduction to essential skills and
concepts. Here are some of the key components:

Instruments Covered

The book primarily focuses on the following percussion instruments:

- Snare Drum: The foundational instrument for all percussionists, the snare
drum is essential for learning rhythm and technique.

- Timpani: Students are introduced to basic timpani playing, including tuning
and basic rolls.

- Mallet Instruments: The book covers xylophone and marimba, teaching



students to read and perform melodies.
- Auxiliary Percussion: Instruments such as cymbals, tambourines, and shakers
are also included to offer a broader understanding of the percussion family.

Methodology and Approach

The methodology employed in Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion incorporates
several pedagogical strategies:

1. Sequential Learning: Concepts are introduced in a step-by-step manner,
ensuring that students master each skill before moving on to more complex
ideas.

2. Visual Learning: The book features clear illustrations and diagrams to
help students understand grip, posture, and technique.

3. Assessment Tools: Each section includes exercises that allow students to
assess their progress, fostering a sense of achievement and encouraging
continued practice.

Technical Exercises and Repertoire

The book contains a variety of technical exercises designed to develop:

- Rudiments: Fundamental snare drum rudiments such as single strokes, double
strokes, and flams are emphasized.

- Rhythmic Patterns: Students practice various rhythmic patterns to improve

timing and coordination.

- Melodic Exercises: Mallet exercises help students learn to read music and

play melodies.

In addition to technical exercises, Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion

includes a selection of repertoire that is engaging and age-appropriate,
allowing students to apply their skills in a musical context.

Features of Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion

The book is packed with features that enhance the learning experience for
students and educators alike:

Enhanced Learning Tools

- CD Accompaniments: Each book comes with an accompanying CD that provides
play-along tracks and examples, allowing students to practice with a full
ensemble sound.



- Assessment and Evaluation: The book includes "Check-Up" sections after each
unit, allowing students to evaluate their progress and identify areas for
improvement.

- Music Theory: Each chapter introduces relevant music theory concepts,
reinforcing the connection between practical playing and theoretical
understanding.

Teacher Resources

For educators, Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion offers various resources
to facilitate teaching:

- Lesson Plans: Suggested lesson plans are provided to help teachers
structure their classes effectively.

- Group Activities: Ideas for group exercises and ensemble work encourage
collaboration among students, fostering a supportive learning environment.

Benefits of Using Standard of Excellence 1
Percussion

Implementing Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion in a music curriculum
presents several advantages:

Holistic Musical Development

The book promotes a well-rounded approach to music education, encompassing:

- Technical Skills: Students develop essential technical skills that are
vital for their progression as musicians.

- Listening Skills: The inclusion of play-along tracks enhances students'
listening abilities, helping them to develop a sense of timing and pitch.
- Creative Expression: The variety of repertoire encourages students to
explore their creativity and express themselves musically.

Engagement and Motivation

- Variety of Activities: The diverse range of exercises and musical styles
keeps students engaged and motivated to practice.

- Performance Opportunities: The repertoire allows for performance in various
settings, giving students a chance to showcase their skills and gain
confidence.



Building a Strong Foundation

- Preparation for Advanced Studies: The skills and concepts learned in this
book lay the groundwork for more advanced percussion studies.

- Encouragement of Lifelong Learning: By instilling a love for music and
percussion, students are more likely to continue their musical journey beyond
the classroom.

Conclusion

In summary, Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is a comprehensive and
effective resource for beginning percussionists. Its structured approach,
engaging content, and supportive learning tools make it an indispensable part
of music education for young musicians. By fostering technical skills,
musical understanding, and creativity, this method book not only prepares
students for future musical endeavors but also instills a lifelong
appreciation for the art of percussion. Whether used in a classroom setting
or for individual study, Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is a vital tool
in the development of proficient and passionate percussionists.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion'?

Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is a comprehensive method book designed
for beginning percussionists, focusing on fundamental techniques, music
theory, and ensemble playing.

What types of percussion instruments are covered in
'Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion'?

The book covers a variety of percussion instruments including snare drum,
bass drum, cymbals, tambourine, and mallet instruments like xylophone and
marimba.

How does 'Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion'
support student learning?

The book includes progressive exercises, full-color illustrations, and play-
along CDs that enhance learning through interactive experiences and encourage
self-paced practice.



Are there any supplementary materials available for
'Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion'?

Yes, there are supplementary materials such as teacher's guides, assessment
tools, and additional repertoire to support educators and enrich student
learning.

What makes 'Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion' a
popular choice for music educators?

Its structured approach, clear progression of skills, engaging visuals, and
inclusion of various musical styles make it a favorite among music educators
for teaching percussion.
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