
standard of excellence book 1 percussion
Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion is an essential educational resource for young
percussionists embarking on their musical journey. This comprehensive method book, authored by
Bruce Pearson and Ryan Nowlin, is part of the renowned "Standard of Excellence" series, which has
been widely adopted by music educators across the globe. Designed for beginners, this book not only
introduces fundamental percussion techniques but also fosters a deep appreciation for music through
engaging content. In this article, we will delve into the features, content, and benefits of using the
Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion.

Overview of Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion

The Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion is tailored to provide a solid foundation in percussion
playing. It covers a broad range of instruments, including snare drum, mallet percussion (xylophone
and marimba), and auxiliary percussion instruments. This book is structured to guide students
through the essential concepts of rhythm, melody, and ensemble playing, making it an ideal choice
for both classroom settings and individual practice.

Key Features

1. Comprehensive Curriculum: The book is meticulously organized to introduce concepts
progressively. Each unit builds on the previous one, ensuring that students develop their skills
systematically.

2. Variety of Exercises: It includes a mix of exercises, etudes, and pieces that cater to different levels
of proficiency. This variety keeps students engaged and motivated while promoting creativity in their
practice.

3. Focus on Technique: The Standard of Excellence Book 1 emphasizes the importance of proper
technique, including hand positioning, stick control, and dynamic playing. Students learn to play with
precision and clarity.

4. Supplemental Materials: The book often comes with a companion CD or digital audio files, providing
students with play-along tracks. These resources enhance the learning experience by allowing
students to practice with accompaniment.

5. Incorporation of Music Theory: The curriculum integrates music theory concepts, helping students
understand the structure of music. This knowledge is essential for any aspiring musician.

6. Assessment Tools: The inclusion of performance indicators and assessment rubrics allows
instructors to evaluate students' progress effectively.



Content Structure

The content of Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion is organized into logical sections that guide
the learner from the basics to more advanced concepts. Here’s a breakdown of what students can
expect:

1. Introduction to Percussion

The book begins with an introduction to the various percussion instruments. Students learn about the
snare drum, bass drum, cymbals, and mallet instruments. This section includes:

- Instrument care and maintenance
- Proper playing posture
- Basic grip techniques

2. Basic Rhythms and Notation

Understanding rhythms is crucial for percussionists. This section introduces students to:

- Basic note values (whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, etc.)
- Simple rhythmic patterns
- Time signatures

Students practice clapping and playing these rhythms on their instruments, ensuring they develop a
strong rhythmic foundation.

3. Technique Development

Following the introduction to rhythms, the book transitions into technique exercises that focus on:

- Stick control and bounce
- Dynamics and articulation
- Independence of hands

These exercises are designed to build muscle memory and enhance overall playing ability.

4. Ensemble Playing

An essential aspect of being a percussionist is the ability to play well with others. This section covers:

- Basic ensemble etiquette
- Listening skills



- Playing in time with a group

Students are encouraged to participate in group settings, which enhances their social skills and team
collaboration abilities.

5. Performance Pieces

The book includes a variety of performance pieces that allow students to apply what they have
learned. These pieces are grouped by difficulty and often incorporate different styles of music, such
as:

- Classical
- Folk
- Popular

Students can showcase their skills through these pieces, which are often suitable for recitals and
performances.

Benefits of Using Standard of Excellence Book 1
Percussion

The Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion offers numerous benefits that can greatly enhance a
student's learning experience. Here are some of the key advantages:

1. Engaging Learning Experience

The combination of diverse exercises, attractive illustrations, and engaging content ensures that
students remain interested and motivated throughout their learning process. The inclusion of varied
musical styles keeps practice sessions fresh and exciting.

2. Structured Learning Path

The progressive approach of the book allows students to gradually build their skills without feeling
overwhelmed. Each concept is introduced in a manageable way, making it easier for beginners to
grasp.

3. Development of Critical Skills

By incorporating music theory, rhythm, and ensemble playing, students not only learn how to play
their instruments but also develop critical listening and analytical skills. These abilities are essential
for any musician.



4. Flexibility for Educators

Music educators appreciate the flexibility of the Standard of Excellence series. The book can be used
in various teaching environments, whether in a traditional classroom, private lessons, or group
settings. Teachers can easily adapt the material to fit their curriculum and student needs.

5. Enhanced Performance Opportunities

The inclusion of performance pieces prepares students for real-world performance opportunities. This
experience is invaluable as it builds confidence and stage presence, qualities that are important for
any musician.

Conclusion

The Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion is an outstanding resource for beginner percussionists.
Its comprehensive approach to teaching fundamental skills, combined with its engaging content and
structured format, makes it a preferred choice among music educators and students alike. By
investing time in this method book, young percussionists will not only develop their technical abilities
but also cultivate a lifelong love for music. Whether in a classroom setting or during individual
practice, this book serves as a vital stepping stone in a percussionist's musical journey, ensuring that
they are well-prepared for future challenges and opportunities in their musical careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Standard of Excellence Book 1
Percussion'?
The main focus of 'Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion' is to provide foundational skills and
techniques for beginning percussionists, covering various percussion instruments and essential
playing methods.

How does 'Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion'
integrate music theory into its lessons?
The book incorporates music theory through engaging exercises and explanations, helping students
understand rhythmic patterns, note values, and basic musical concepts alongside practical percussion
skills.

Are there accompanying resources available for 'Standard of
Excellence Book 1 Percussion'?
Yes, the book often comes with additional resources such as play-along CDs or digital content that



provide accompaniment tracks, enhancing the learning experience for students.

What age group is 'Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion'
suitable for?
This book is primarily designed for young beginners, typically in middle school or late elementary
school, but can also be beneficial for older beginners looking to grasp the fundamentals of percussion.

Does 'Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion' include
exercises for different percussion instruments?
Yes, the book features exercises and pieces for a variety of percussion instruments, including snare
drum, mallet instruments, and auxiliary percussion, providing a well-rounded approach to percussion
education.

How can 'Standard of Excellence Book 1 Percussion' enhance
ensemble playing skills?
The book includes ensemble pieces and exercises that encourage students to practice and perform
together, fostering teamwork and improving their ability to play in sync with others in a band or
orchestra setting.
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