stanley gibbons world stamp catalogue

Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is an essential reference for stamp collectors, dealers, and
enthusiasts around the globe. Since its inception in the 1850s, the Stanley Gibbons catalogue has grown to
become the authoritative source on stamp values, history, and classification. With a commitment to
providing accurate and detailed information, the catalogue serves as a cornerstone for both novice and
expert philatelists alike. This article delves into the history, significance, structure, and features of the

Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue, illustrating its importance in the philatelic community.

History of Stanley Gibbons

Stanley Gibbons was founded in 1856 by a young stamp dealer named Stanley Gibbons himself in London.
The company started with the sale of stamps from a small shop and quickly grew into a leading authority
in the world of philately. The first Stanley Gibbons catalogue was published in 1865, featuring only a
handful of stamps. Over the decades, the catalogue expanded in scope and size, reflecting the increasing

popularity of stamp collecting.

The company also played a pivotal role in the establishment of philatelic societies and exhibitions, thus
fostering a sense of community among collectors. In the late 20th century, Stanley Gibbons diversified its
offerings to include auction houses, philatelic literature, and specialized publications, solidifying its status as a

comprehensive resource for all things related to stamps.

Structure of the Catalogue

The Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is meticulously organized, allowing users to easily navigate

through various sections. The catalogue typically covers the following key areas:

1. Country Listings

The catalogue is organized by country, with each nation receiving its own section. Countries are arranged
alphabetically, making it straightforward for collectors to find the stamps they are interested in. Each

country listing typically includes:

- Historical Background: A brief overview of the country's postal history.
- Stamp Issues: A detailed listing of stamps issued, including images, descriptions, and technical details such

as printing methods and paper types.



- Variations and Errors: Information on significant printing errors or variations that may affect value.

2. Stamp Classification

Stamps are classified based on several criteria, including:
- Type: Definitives, commemoratives, and airmails.
- Period: Early issues, modern issues, and limited editions.

- Themes: Stamps are categorized by themes such as wildlife, historical events, and cultural icons.

This classification helps collectors identify specific items and understand their historical context.

3. Pricing Information

One of the most valuable aspects of the Stanley Gibbons catalogue is its pricing information. The catalogue

provides a comprehensive list of estimated values for each stamp, including:
- Used Prices: The value of stamps that have been postally used.
- Mint Prices: The value of stamps that remain unused.

- Variants and Errors: Pricing for rare variations or printing errors.

The values are updated regularly to reflect market trends, ensuring that collectors have the most accurate

information available.

Key Features of the Catalogue

The Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is renowned for several key features that set it apart from

other philatelic resources:

1. Comprehensive Coverage

The catalogue covers an extensive range of stamps from various countries and time periods, making it a
one-stop resource for collectors. From classic stamps to contemporary issues, the catalogue is continually

updated to include the latest releases.



2. High-Quality Images

Each stamp listing is accompanied by high-quality images, allowing collectors to visually identify stamps
easily. This feature is particularly beneficial for those who may not have access to physical stamps in their

collections.

3. Detailed Descriptions

Each stamp is accompanied by a detailed description that includes essential information such as:

- Year of issue
- Designer and engraver details
- Color and denomination

- Printing techniques

This wealth of information enhances a collector's understanding and appreciation of each stamp.

4. Market Trends and Insights

In addition to pricing, the catalogue often includes insights into market trends, noting which stamps are
gaining or losing value. This information can help collectors make informed decisions about buying, selling,

and trading stamps.

5. Digital Access

In response to the growing demand for digital resources, Stanley Gibbons offers an online version of their
catalogue, allowing users to access information anytime and anywhere. The digital platform includes

features such as:
- Search functionality
- Regular updates

- Easy navigation

This accessibility ensures that collectors can stay current with the evolving world of philately.



Importance in the Philatelic Community

The Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue holds a significant place in the philatelic community for

several reasons:

1. Standardization

By providing a consistent framework for cataloging stamps, Stanley Gibbons has helped standardize the
way stamps are classified and valued. This standardization is crucial for both collectors and dealers,

facilitating transactions and enhancing communication within the community.

2. Educational Resource

The catalogue serves as an educational tool, helping novice collectors learn about stamps and their histories.

It also provides experienced collectors with insights into niche areas and specialized topics within philately.

3. Community Building

Stanley Gibbons has played an instrumental role in promoting philatelic societies and events, fostering a
sense of community among collectors. The catalogue encourages the sharing of knowledge and experiences,

contributing to the overall growth of the hobby.

Conclusion

In summary, the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is an indispensable resource for stamp collectors,
offering comprehensive coverage, detailed descriptions, and up-to-date pricing information. Its historical
significance, combined with its commitment to accuracy and quality, makes it a cornerstone of the
philatelic community. Whether you are a novice just starting your collection or an experienced philatelist
looking for in-depth information, the Stanley Gibbons catalogue remains an essential tool in the pursuit of
philatelic knowledge and appreciation. As the world of stamps continues to evolve, the Stanley Gibbons
catalogue will undoubtedly remain at the forefront, guiding collectors in their journey through the

fascinating and colorful world of stamps.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue?

The Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is a comprehensive reference book that lists stamps from

around the world, providing detailed descriptions, valuations, and imagery for collectors and philatelists.

How often is the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue updated?

The Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is typically updated annually to reflect changes in stamp

values, new releases, and market trends.

Where can I purchase the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue?

The catalogue can be purchased from the official Stanley Gibbons website, major bookstores, and online

retailers like Amazon.

‘What makes the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue stand out from
other stamp catalogues?

The Stanley Gibbons catalogue is renowned for its extensive coverage, accurate valuations, and detailed

illustrations, making it a trusted resource among philatelists.

Is the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue available in digital format?

Yes, the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue is available in digital format, allowing users to access it via

tablets, smartphones, and computers.

Can I find information about rare stamps in the Stanley Gibbons World
Stamp Catalogue?

Yes, the catalogue includes information on rare and collectible stamps, providing historical context,

valuation, and market relevance.

Does the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue offer grading

information for stamps?

Yes, the catalogue provides guidelines on stamp grading, helping collectors assess the condition and quality

of their stamps.



Are there special editions of the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue?

Yes, Stanley Gibbons occasionally releases special editions focusing on particular themes, regions, or

significant anniversaries in philately.

How does the Stanley Gibbons World Stamp Catalogue assist new
collectors?

The catalogue serves as an excellent resource for new collectors by offering introductory information,

valuation insights, and guidance on building a stamp collection.
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