
stanton moore take it to the street

Stanton Moore Take It to the Street is an album that showcases the incredible talents of Stanton Moore, a
renowned drummer and one of the leading figures in the contemporary New Orleans jazz and funk scene. Released in
2016, this album encapsulates Moore's unique blend of rhythm, creativity, and cultural homage, creating an
engaging listening experience that resonates with audiences ranging from jazz aficionados to casual listeners. In
this article, we will delve into the background of Stanton Moore, the significance of the album, its musical
composition, and the broader impact it has had on the music community.

Background of Stanton Moore

Stanton Moore was born on June 9, 1972, in New Orleans, Louisiana. He grew up in a city famed for its rich
musical heritage, where jazz, funk, and rhythm & blues have thrived for decades. His early exposure to various
musical styles and the vibrant culture of New Orleans greatly influenced his development as a drummer and
musician.

Musical Influences

Moore's drumming style is deeply rooted in New Orleans' musical traditions, drawing inspiration from a variety
of sources:

1. Jazz Icons: Influenced by legendary drummers like Art Blakey and Elvin Jones.
2. Funk Pioneers: Inspired by the grooves of funk musicians such as Clyde Stubblefield and Zigaboo Modeliste.
3. Cultural Heritage: The rhythms of second-line parades and Mardi Gras celebrations have left an indelible
mark on his style.

These influences have allowed Moore to carve out a unique niche in the drumming community, making him a
sought-after collaborator and performer.

Overview of "Take It to the Street"

"Take It to the Street" is not just an album; it is a tribute to the street culture of New Orleans and the music
that defines it. The album features a mix of original compositions and reinterpretations of classic New Orleans
tunes, showcasing the dynamic interplay between jazz and funk. The project was released under the label of
Basin Street Records and features an impressive lineup of musicians who contribute to the vibrant sound.

Concept and Themes

The album's title, "Take It to the Street," reflects the essence of street music in New Orleans—a genre that
thrives on spontaneity and community. The themes explored in the album include:

- Celebration of New Orleans Culture: A homage to the city's rich musical heritage.
- Community and Togetherness: Emphasizing the importance of music in bringing people together.
- Improvisation and Creativity: Highlighting the spontaneous nature of street performances.

These themes are woven throughout the tracks, inviting listeners to experience the energy and spirit of New
Orleans.



Musical Composition and Tracks

The album consists of several tracks that showcase the diverse musical styles and the impressive skill set of
Stanton Moore and his collaborators. Some standout tracks include:

1. "Take It to the Street": The title track sets the tone for the album, featuring a driving rhythm and
infectious grooves that embody the essence of street music.
2. "The Big Easy": A tribute to New Orleans, this track combines jazz elements with funk, creating a lively and
celebratory atmosphere.
3. "Funky New Orleans": This piece captures the spirit of the city, with a strong backbeat and vibrant brass
sections that make it impossible not to move.
4. "Second Line": A homage to the traditional second-line parades, this track features intricate rhythms and
call-and-response patterns that engage the listener.
5. "The Way It Is": This song showcases Moore’s ability to blend melodic elements with complex rhythms,
resulting in a captivating listening experience.

Each track is a testament to Moore's versatility as a drummer and his ability to collaborate effectively with
other musicians.

Collaborators on the Album

"Take It to the Street" features several talented musicians who contribute to the album's rich sound. Some
notable collaborators include:

- Robert Mercurio: Bassist known for his work with the band Galactic, Mercurio’s deep grooves complement
Moore's drumming perfectly.
- Skerik: A renowned saxophonist and a key figure in the New Orleans music scene, Skerik adds layers of texture
and improvisational flair to the tracks.
- Chris Littlefield: A trumpeter whose bright tones and melodic lines enhance the overall sound of the album.

The collaboration between these musicians is a crucial element that elevates the album, creating a cohesive
and dynamic listening experience.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Take It to the Street" received positive reviews from critics and fans alike. Reviewers praised
the album for its infectious energy, masterful musicianship, and capacity to capture the essence of New Orleans
music. Key points of feedback included:

- Musical Diversity: Critics highlighted the seamless blending of jazz, funk, and traditional New Orleans
rhythms.
- Technical Proficiency: Moore's drumming was often noted for its precision and creativity, showcasing his
ability to push musical boundaries.
- Cultural Authenticity: The album was celebrated for its genuine representation of New Orleans' vibrant
musical culture.

This positive reception solidified Stanton Moore's status as a leading figure in modern jazz and funk, furthering
his influence within the genre.

Impact on the Music Community



"Take It to the Street" has had a significant impact on the music community, particularly within the realms of
jazz and funk. Its release has prompted discussions about the importance of cultural heritage in music and the
role of community in fostering creativity. Some of the notable impacts include:

- Revitalization of New Orleans Music: The album has contributed to a renewed interest in the rich musical
traditions of New Orleans, inspiring a new generation of musicians.
- Encouragement of Collaboration: Moore's work emphasizes the importance of collaboration in music,
encouraging artists to come together and create.
- Inspiration for Live Performances: The energy and spirit of the album have influenced live performances, with
many artists incorporating similar elements into their shows.

Conclusion

Stanton Moore's "Take It to the Street" is more than just an album; it is a celebration of the vibrant musical
culture of New Orleans. Through its masterful compositions, skilled collaborations, and cultural
authenticity, the album invites listeners to experience the energy and spirit of street music. As Moore continues
to innovate and inspire within the jazz and funk genres, "Take It to the Street" stands as a testament to his
enduring legacy and the power of music to bring communities together. Whether you are a long-time fan of New
Orleans music or new to the genre, this album is a must-listen that captures the heart and soul of a city
defined by its rhythm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Take It to the Street' by Stanton Moore?

'Take It to the Street' is a musical project by Stanton Moore, known for its fusion of jazz, funk, and New
Orleans rhythms, showcasing his drumming skills and collaborative spirit.

Who are the featured artists on 'Take It to the Street'?

The album features a variety of artists, including prominent musicians from the jazz and funk scenes, enhancing
the collaborative essence of the project.

What musical styles are prominent in 'Take It to the Street'?

The project prominently features jazz, funk, and New Orleans-style rhythms, reflecting Stanton Moore's diverse
influences and musical background.

How has 'Take It to the Street' been received by critics?

'Take It to the Street' has received positive reviews from critics, who praise its energetic performances,
intricate compositions, and Stanton Moore's drumming prowess.

What themes does 'Take It to the Street' explore?

The album explores themes of community, celebration, and the vibrant culture of New Orleans, inviting listeners
to experience the city's musical heritage.

Is 'Take It to the Street' a solo project or a collaboration?

'Take It to the Street' is primarily a collaborative project, featuring Stanton Moore alongside various guest



artists who contribute to the album's dynamic sound.

What instruments are prominently featured in 'Take It to the Street'?

In addition to Stanton Moore's drumming, the album features a variety of instruments including bass,
keyboards, horns, and percussion, contributing to its rich musical texture.

How does 'Take It to the Street' reflect Stanton Moore's musical journey?

The album reflects Stanton Moore's growth as a musician, showcasing his ability to blend different genres and
collaborate with diverse artists while maintaining his roots in New Orleans music.

Where can fans listen to 'Take It to the Street'?

'Take It to the Street' is available on major streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music,
as well as for purchase on platforms like Bandcamp and iTunes.
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