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Star Ocean First Departure R Recruitment Guide

Star Ocean: First Departure R is a remastered version of the classic RPG that
originally debuted on the PlayStation Portable. This game is beloved for its
rich storytelling, engaging characters, and the intricate mechanics of
recruiting allies to join your journey. This guide aims to provide players
with a comprehensive understanding of the recruitment process in Star Ocean:
First Departure R, highlighting key characters, their unique abilities, and
tips on how to successfully recruit them.

Understanding Recruitment in Star Ocean: First Departure R

Recruitment in Star Ocean is a crucial aspect of the gameplay. Players can
gather a diverse party of characters, each with their own skills and
backgrounds. The recruitment mechanics are influenced by two primary factors:
the player's actions and decisions throughout the game, and the relationships
built with wvarious characters.

Key Factors Influencing Recruitment

1. Story Choices: Many characters can only be recruited based on specific
decisions made during missions or conversations. Pay attention to dialogue
options and try to maintain positive interactions.

2. Character Skills: Each recruitable character has specific skills that can
benefit the party. Understanding their abilities can help players make
strategic decisions about who to recruit.

3. Timing: Certain characters can only be recruited at specific points in the
game. If you miss the opportunity, you may have to restart or load a previous
save to attempt recruitment again.

4. Player Level: Some characters require the player to reach a certain level
before they will join the party. Make sure to level up adequately before
attempting recruitment.

Major Characters and Recruitment Requirements

Here’s a detailed list of major recruitable characters in Star Ocean: First
Departure R, along with their backgrounds and recruitment requirements.

1. Rena Lanford

- Background: Rena is the main female protagonist and has a deep connection
to the planet Expel. She is a healer and possesses strong magical abilities.
— Recruitment: Rena joins the party early in the game during the events at
the beginning of the story. Players must choose to help her when she asks for
assistance.

2. Claude C. Kenny
— Background: Claude is the main protagonist, a young ensign from Earth who

is transported to the world of Expel. He brings a unique perspective and a
range of combat skills to the party.



— Recruitment: Claude is automatically recruited at the start of the game.
3. Celine Jules

- Background: Celine is a skilled magician with a mysterious past. Her
knowledge of magic is invaluable in battles.

— Recruitment: Celine can be recruited after players complete the first
dungeon. Talk to her at the town of Arlia to initiate her joining.

4. Ashton Anchors

— Background: Ashton is a warrior who wields dual swords and possesses a
unique ability to summon monsters.

— Recruitment: Players must find Ashton in the cave south of the town of
Arlia. He will join upon completion of a quest involving the monsters he can
summon .

5. Precis F. Neumann

— Background: Precis is an inventive genius who creates powerful weapons and
gadgets to aid the party.

— Recruitment: She can be recruited in the town of Mars Village after players
complete a specific side quest. Ensure to talk to her after finishing the
related tasks.

6. Bowser

- Background: A mercenary with a tough exterior, Bowser often provides comic
relief but is also a formidable fighter.

— Recruitment: Bowser can be found in a tavern within the town of Linga, and
he will join after the player engages with him in conversation.

Tips for Successful Recruitment

To maximize your chances of successfully recruiting characters, consider the
following tips:

Maintain Positive Relationships

— Dialogue Choices: Always opt for dialogue choices that show support or
kindness to characters. Avoid negative comments that could lead to conflicts.
- Gift Giving: Some characters respond positively to gifts. If applicable,
offer items that align with their preferences.

Level Up Your Characters

— Grinding: Regularly engage in battles to level up your characters. Higher
levels increase your chances of successfully recruiting tougher characters.
— Skill Development: Focus on developing skills that are relevant to your
party composition. This will make your team more appealing to recruits who
value combat effectiveness.

Timing is Everything

- Story Progression: Pay attention to the game’s storyline and ensure that
you are at the right point to recruit specific characters.

— Side Quests: Engage in side quests as they often lead to recruitment
opportunities. Completing these quests may unlock characters who would
otherwise be unavailable.



Explore Thoroughly

- Visit All Areas: Explore all towns and dungeons thoroughly. Some characters
are hidden in less obvious locations, and missing them can lead to missed
recruitment opportunities.

— Check for Events: Certain characters will only appear during specific
events. Make sure to revisit areas after significant story developments.

Conclusion

Recruiting characters in Star Ocean: First Departure R adds depth and
strategy to the gameplay experience. By understanding the backgrounds,
recruitment requirements, and relationship dynamics of each character,
players can create a well-rounded party. Remember to focus on building
positive relationships, leveling up, and exploring the game world thoroughly
to maximize recruitment opportunities. With this guide, players will be well-
equipped to assemble a formidable team and enjoy the rich journey that Star
Ocean has to offer. Happy recruiting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Star Ocean: First Departure R' and how does
it differ from the original?

'Star Ocean: First Departure R' is a remastered version of the original 'Star
Ocean: First Departure' released for the PSP. It features enhanced graphics,
updated gameplay mechanics, and additional voice acting, providing a more
immersive experience.

How do I recruit characters in 'Star Ocean: First
Departure R'?

To recruit characters in 'Star Ocean: First Departure R', you need to build
relationships through conversations and choices during events. Certain
characters will join your party based on specific dialogue options and
actions throughout the game.

Who are the best characters to recruit in 'Star
Ocean: First Departure R'?

Some of the best characters to recruit include Rena, Claude, and Celine. Each
offers unique abilities and skills that can significantly enhance your
party's effectiveness during battles.

Are there any missable characters in 'Star Ocean:
First Departure R'?
Yes, several characters can be missed if specific conditions aren't met or if

you don't make the right choices during key moments. It's important to pay
attention to character dialogues and to explore thoroughly.



What are the benefits of recruiting multiple
characters in 'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?

Recruiting multiple characters allows for diverse combat strategies, access
to different skills, and the ability to tackle various challenges more
effectively. It also enriches the story experience with different character
interactions.

Is there a specific order to recruit characters in
'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?

While there isn't a strictly required order, recruiting characters like Rena
and Claude early on can help establish a strong foundation for your party.
Make sure to follow dialogue prompts to maximize recruitment opportunities.

Can characters leave the party in 'Star Ocean: First
Departure R'?

Yes, characters can leave your party based on decisions made during the game.
Be mindful of your choices and relationships with characters to prevent them
from departing.

What is the significance of character relationships
in the recruitment process?

Character relationships play a crucial role in recruitment. Positive
interactions can lead to successful recruitment, while negative choices may
cause characters to refuse joining or leave later.

Are there any online resources or guides for
recruitment in 'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?

Yes, there are numerous online guides, forums, and wikis dedicated to 'Star
Ocean: First Departure R' that provide detailed recruitment strategies,
character stats, and tips for navigating the game.
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