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Star Wars: The Old Republic Revan is a pivotal character in the expansive Star Wars universe, known for
his complex story arc and the significant impact he had on the lore of the franchise. Introduced initially in
the 2003 video game "Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic," Revan has since become a central figure in
the MMORPG "Star Wars: The Old Republic" (SWTOR) and various other media. This article delves into
Revan's origins, his journey through the Force, and his lasting legacy within the Star Wars mythos.

Origins of Revan

Revan’s origins can be traced back to the era of the Old Republic, a time characterized by conflict between
the Jedi and the Sith. Born as a Jedi Knight, Revan was known for his exceptional skills in combat and a
strong connection to the Force. His early life was marked by:

Exceptional talent in the Force

Leadership qualities that set him apart

A strong desire to protect the galaxy from Sith threats

As Revan rose through the ranks of the Jedi Order, he became embroiled in the Mandalorian Wars, a
conflict that would ultimately shape his destiny.

The Mandalorian Wars

The Mandalorian Wars were a significant turning point in Revan’s life. The Jedi Council, wary of
intervening in the conflict, initially refrained from joining the fight against the Mandalorians. However,
Revan, along with his friend Malak, chose to defy the Council and lead a Jedi crusade against the
Mandalorians. This decision had profound implications:

1. Defiance Against the Jedi Council: Revan's decision to act against the Council's wishes marked a
departure from Jedi teachings, emphasizing his growing disillusionment with their methods.

2. Victory and Consequences: The war ended with Revan and Malak’s victory, but it also left scars on the
galaxy and exposed Revan to the dark side of the Force.



3. Temptation of the Dark Side: As Revan tasted power and success, he began to succumb to the dark side,
ultimately leading to his fall.

The Fall to the Dark Side

Revan's transformation into a Sith Lord is one of the most compelling aspects of his character. After the
Mandalorian Wars, he and Malak encountered the Sith Empire, which would play a crucial role in their
descent into darkness.

Becoming Darth Revan

Revan was seduced by the Sith's promise of power, adopting the title of Darth Revan. His fall to the dark
side involved:

- A deeper understanding of the Force that transcended traditional Jedi teachings
- Manipulation of the Sith's ancient knowledge to enhance his abilities
- A thirst for power that overshadowed his original intentions to protect the galaxy

As Darth Revan, he led a campaign against the Republic, causing widespread fear and devastation. His
actions during this time established him as one of the most feared figures in the galaxy.

Defeat and Redemption

Revan's reign of terror was not to last. He was eventually confronted by a group of Jedi, including his
former apprentice, who managed to defeat him. However, instead of killing him, the Jedi Council made a
fateful decision to erase Revan's memories, hoping to redeem him.

1. Memory Wipe: Revan's memories were wiped, and he was left in a state of confusion, unaware of his
dark past.

2. Return to the Light: As a new character, he took on the name "Revan" once again, gradually
rediscovering his identity and the events of his past.

3. Choices in Redemption: The player's choices in "Knights of the Old Republic" determine Revan's
path—whether he returns to the light side or succumbs to the dark side once more.



Revan in Star Wars: The Old Republic

With the advent of "Star Wars: The Old Republic," Revan's character continued to evolve, further
cementing his status within the Star Wars canon. The MMORPG explores Revan's legacy and his direct
involvement in the events leading up to the game's timeline.

Revan's Legacy

Revan's story is not just about his fall and redemption; it extends to the impact he had on the galaxy:

- Influence on Other Characters: Revan’s choices and actions influenced numerous characters, including the
Jedi Knight protagonist and the Sith Emperor.
- The Return of the Sith: His actions led to the resurgence of Sith factions and the ongoing conflict between
Jedi and Sith in the SWTOR era.
- Cultural Impact: Revan has become an iconic figure in Star Wars lore, inspiring countless stories, fan
theories, and discussions.

Key Story Arcs in SWTOR

In SWTOR, Revan's presence is felt through various story arcs:

1. The Shadow of Revan Expansion: This expansion focuses on Revan's return, revealing his attempts to
confront the remnants of the Sith Empire.

2. The Jedi and Sith Conflict: Players uncover Revan's motivations and the consequences of his actions,
leading to pivotal choices that affect the game's outcome.

3. Revan's Legacy: The ongoing narrative invites players to grapple with the ramifications of Revan’s past,
emphasizing themes of redemption, sacrifice, and the cyclical nature of the light and dark sides of the
Force.

Thematic Elements of Revan's Story

Revan’s journey encapsulates several key themes that resonate throughout the Star Wars saga:



Redemption

Revan's story is a classic tale of redemption. The struggle between light and dark within him serves as a
reminder that even the most lost can find their way back to the light. This theme is explored through:

- His initial fall to the dark side
- The challenges he faces in reclaiming his former self
- The choices players make that influence his path in SWTOR

Identity and Memory

Revan's memory wipe leaves him in a state of existential questioning. His journey highlights the
importance of identity and self-discovery. Themes of memory and identity are explored through:

- His struggle to reconcile his past actions with his current self
- The discovery of who he truly is beyond his titles as Jedi and Sith
- The impact of choices on personal growth and redemption

The Nature of Power

Revan’s story also serves as a cautionary tale about the nature of power. His initial desire to protect the
galaxy leads to a path of destruction, showcasing how power can corrupt:

- The allure of the dark side and its consequences
- The ethical dilemmas faced by those in positions of power
- The importance of balance between light and dark

Conclusion

Star Wars: The Old Republic Revan is a rich tapestry of storytelling that explores the complexities of
heroism, morality, and redemption. Through his journey from Jedi Knight to Sith Lord and back, Revan
embodies the eternal struggle between light and dark. His legacy continues to inspire countless narratives
within the Star Wars universe, reminding fans of the timeless themes that resonate throughout the saga.
As new stories unfold in the Old Republic era, Revan's influence will undoubtedly remain a cornerstone of
the Star Wars mythos, captivating audiences for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Revan in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic'?
Revan is a central character in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic', originally introduced in the game 'Star Wars:
Knights of the Old Republic'. He is a former Jedi Knight who becomes a Sith Lord and plays a pivotal role
in the Jedi-Sith conflict.

What is Revan's significance in the lore of 'Star Wars'?
Revan is significant as he straddles the line between light and dark, embodying the struggle between the
Jedi and Sith. His journey explores themes of redemption, identity, and the moral ambiguities of power.

What choices can players make regarding Revan in 'Star Wars: The Old
Republic'?
Players can choose to align with or oppose Revan during various quests, shaping their character's
relationship with him and influencing the game's narrative and outcomes.

How does Revan's character evolve throughout 'The Old Republic'?
In 'The Old Republic', Revan evolves from a feared Sith Lord to a more complex character seeking
redemption and understanding of his past, ultimately influencing the fate of the galaxy.

What role does Revan play in the expansion 'Shadow of Revan'?
In the 'Shadow of Revan' expansion, players uncover more about Revan's past and his motivations, as he
becomes a key figure in the conflict against the Sith Empire and the new threat of the Eternal Empire.

Are there any notable companions tied to Revan in 'The Old Republic'?
Yes, notable companions like Kira Carsen and Scourge have connections to Revan, with their personal
stories intertwined with his legacy and the ongoing conflicts that arise from his actions.

What impact did Revan have on the Jedi Order?
Revan's actions led to significant repercussions for the Jedi Order, including the rise of the Sith, the fall of
Jedi ideals, and an ongoing struggle to maintain balance in the Force.

Can players customize Revan's appearance in 'Star Wars: The Old



Republic'?
While players cannot directly customize Revan's appearance in the game, they can create their own
characters that may draw inspiration from Revan's iconic look, including his mask and robes.
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