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Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner: The Kenner brand has played a pivotal role in the legacy of Star Wars
merchandise, creating a rich and diverse range of toys that have captivated fans and collectors alike since the
franchise's inception in the late 1970s. As one of the primary toy manufacturers for the original Star Wars
trilogy, Kenner's products reflect a unique blend of innovative design, cultural impact, and nostalgia. This
guide will explore the history of Kenner's Star Wars toys, highlight key product lines, and provide tips for
collectors looking to delve into this beloved universe.

History of Kenner and Star Wars

In 1977, the world was introduced to the groundbreaking film "Star Wars," directed by George Lucas. The film
quickly became a cultural phenomenon, and with it emerged a demand for merchandise that captured the essence
of the galaxy far, far away. Kenner Products, a company founded in 1947 in Cincinnati, Ohio, saw an
opportunity to create toys based on this exciting new franchise.

Early Days: The 1977 Release

Kenner's first foray into the Star Wars universe was marked by the launch of the "Star Wars Action Figures"
line in 1978. The initial release included:

1. Luke Skywalker
2. Princess Leia
3. Han Solo
4. Darth Vader
5. Obi-Wan Kenobi
6. Chewbacca
7. C-3PO
8. R2-D2
9. Stormtrooper

The figures were initially sold in a unique packaging format that encouraged imaginative play, featuring a
colorful design and a detailed back showcasing other figures in the line.

Innovative Packaging and Marketing

Kenner's marketing strategies were innovative for their time. The company released "Early Bird" kits that
allowed children to pre-order their figures before they were available in stores. This kit included a display
stand and a certificate that could be redeemed for four action figures, generating excitement and anticipation
among children and parents alike.

Key Product Lines

Over the years, Kenner produced a wide array of Star Wars toys that spanned various categories, including
action figures, vehicles, playsets, and accessories. Below are some of the most significant product lines that
have become iconic among collectors.



Action Figures

Kenner's action figures were the cornerstone of their Star Wars toy line. The original 3.75-inch figures
featured limited articulation, but their detailed designs and character likenesses captured the essence of
beloved characters.

- The Original 12 (1978): The first wave of figures included the characters listed previously.
- The Expanded Universe: As the Star Wars saga expanded, so did the toy line, with figures from "The Empire
Strikes Back," "Return of the Jedi," and even the prequel trilogy being produced.

Kenner also introduced several unique figures, such as:

- Droids and Ewoks: Characters like R2-D2 with pop-up lightsaber and Wicket the Ewok were introduced in the
subsequent films.
- Special Editions: Limited edition figures, such as the "Darth Vader with removable helmet," became sought-
after collectibles.

Vehicles and Playsets

Kenner was also known for its impressive range of vehicles and playsets that allowed fans to recreate iconic
scenes from the films.

1. Millennium Falcon: One of the most cherished toys, this large-scale vehicle featured a detailed interior,
complete with a cockpit and a hidden compartment for Han Solo and Chewbacca.
2. X-Wing Starfighter: Another fan favorite, the X-Wing came with an action feature that allowed the wings
to open in attack position.
3. Death Star Playset: This playset offered multiple levels, each representing a different scene from the films,
allowing children to recreate the thrilling moments of the saga.

Spin-Off Lines and Innovations

Kenner didn't stop at action figures and vehicles; they also explored spin-off lines that introduced unique
concepts to the Star Wars universe.

- Micro Collection: A miniaturized line of figures and playsets that allowed for detailed dioramas.
- Star Wars: The Power of the Force: This line reintroduced popular characters with a more muscular design,
reflecting the action-hero aesthetic of the 1990s.

Collecting Kenner Star Wars Toys

For many fans, collecting Kenner Star Wars toys is more than just a hobby; it’s a passion. The nostalgia
associated with these toys, combined with their historical significance, has led to a thriving collector's
market.

Tips for Collectors

If you're considering diving into the world of Kenner Star Wars collecting, here are some essential tips to guide
you:

1. Research: Familiarize yourself with the various lines and releases. Websites, forums, and collector guides are



invaluable resources.
2. Condition Matters: The value of toys can vary significantly based on their condition. Look for items that
are in mint condition, preferably in their original packaging.
3. Join Collecting Communities: Connecting with other collectors can provide insights, tips, and potential
trading opportunities.
4. Attend Toy Shows and Conventions: These events are excellent for finding rare items and connecting with
fellow enthusiasts.
5. Be Cautious of Reproductions: The popularity of Kenner toys has led to many reproductions. Always verify
authenticity before making a purchase.

Evaluating Value

The value of Kenner Star Wars toys can fluctuate based on several factors, including:

- Rarity: Limited runs or exclusive figures tend to command higher prices.
- Condition: Toys in their original packaging or with all accessories are usually more valuable.
- Market Trends: The collector's market can be volatile, so staying informed about current trends can help
you make wise purchasing decisions.

The Legacy of Kenner Star Wars Toys

The impact of Kenner's Star Wars toys transcends mere playthings; they shaped a generation's childhood
experiences and continue to influence the toy industry today. As the Star Wars saga evolves with new films,
series, and merchandise, the legacy of Kenner remains an indelible part of the franchise's history.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner serves as a tribute to the creativity and ingenuity of Kenner
Products. From their humble beginnings in 1977 to their status as a collector's dream, Kenner's Star Wars
toys have left an enduring mark on pop culture. Whether you're a seasoned collector or a newcomer, exploring
this rich history is sure to ignite your passion for the galaxy far, far away. Embrace your inner Jedi, and may
the Force be with you in your collecting journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most sought-after Kenner Star Wars toys?

Some of the most sought-after Kenner Star Wars toys include the Han Solo in Carbonite, the Vinyl Cape Jawa,
and the Yak Face figure. These items are prized for their rarity and condition among collectors.

How can I identify original Kenner Star Wars toys?

To identify original Kenner Star Wars toys, look for the 'Kenner' logo stamped on the figure or packaging,
check for specific details like the color of the figure and the type of accessories included, and verify the
production year, which is often found on the back of the packaging.

What is the value range for Kenner Star Wars action figures?

The value range for Kenner Star Wars action figures can vary widely, from a few dollars for common figures



to thousands for rare ones in mint condition. For example, a mint condition Vinyl Cape Jawa can sell for over
$20,000.

Where can I find a comprehensive guide to Kenner Star Wars toys?

A comprehensive guide to Kenner Star Wars toys can be found in books like 'Star Wars Action Figure Archive'
by Mark B. Pahlow or online resources such as dedicated collector websites and forums that specialize in Star
Wars memorabilia.

What should I consider when collecting Kenner Star Wars toys?

When collecting Kenner Star Wars toys, consider factors like condition (carded vs. loose), rarity, market
demand, and whether you prefer to collect specific characters or complete sets. It's also important to stay
informed about pricing trends.

How do reproduction Kenner Star Wars toys affect the market?

Reproduction Kenner Star Wars toys can significantly affect the market by creating confusion among
collectors, as reproductions can be hard to distinguish from originals. This can lower the value of original
figures if collectors are unsure about authenticity.
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