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Origami, the art of paper folding, has captivated enthusiasts for centuries with its intricate
designs and creative possibilities. Among the many forms of origami, the dragon stands out
as one of the most challenging and rewarding projects for advanced folders. This guide will
take you through detailed, step-by-step instructions to create an advanced origami dragon.
Along the way, we will cover essential techniques, folding patterns, and tips to ensure your
success in bringing this mythical creature to life.

Materials Needed

Before we dive into the instructions, gather your materials. You will need:

- Origami Paper: A square piece of paper (preferably 15 cm x 15 cm or larger for intricate
details)
- Bone Folder: For crisp folds (optional but recommended)
- Scissors: For any adjustments (if necessary)
- Tweezers: Helpful for making small folds (optional)
- Patience and Focus: Essential for advanced origami

Understanding the Basics of Origami Folds

Before starting the dragon, it's crucial to understand some basic origami folds that will be
used in this project:

Valley Fold
- Fold the paper towards yourself.
- Crease well and unfold to create a guideline.

Mountain Fold
- Fold the paper away from yourself.
- Crease and unfold to create a guideline.

Reverse Fold
- This involves folding a flap in the opposite direction of the previous fold.



Squash Fold
- This fold opens up a flap and squashes it flat to create a new crease.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Create an Origami
Dragon

Now that you have your materials ready and understand the basic folds, let’s begin the
step-by-step process of creating an advanced origami dragon.

Step 1: Start with the Base

1. Begin with a square piece of paper. Color side down, fold it diagonally in half to form a
triangle. Crease well and unfold.
2. Fold the paper diagonally in the other direction, creating another triangle. Crease well
and unfold.
3. Turn the paper over so the colored side is facing up. Fold the paper in half horizontally
and vertically, creasing well each time. Unfold to reveal guidelines.

Step 2: Create the Preliminary Base

1. Bring the top three corners down to meet at the center point. This will form a smaller
triangle shape.
2. Fold the two side corners toward the center line. This is known as the preliminary base,
which will be the foundation for our dragon.

Step 3: Shaping the Dragon's Body

1. Fold the top flap down to create the head of the dragon. Adjust the size according to how
you want the head to look.
2. Fold the sides inward to create the neck. You can create a reverse fold to form the snout
of the dragon.
3. For the body, take the bottom tip of the model and fold it up towards the top, adjusting
the folds to create curves for the body.

Step 4: Creating the Wings

1. To form the wings, locate the two side flaps. Open them slightly and create a mountain
fold along the edge to give the wings a raised effect.
2. Fold down the top edge of each wing to create a more defined wing structure. You can
also add a squash fold at this stage for more detail.



Step 5: Detailing the Head and Tail

1. For the head, make a series of small reverse folds to create features like eyes and
nostrils.
2. To form the tail, take the bottom of the model and make a series of pleats or zigzag
folds. This adds texture and length to the tail.

Step 6: Final Adjustments and Detailing

1. Go back to the wings and refine their shape. You may want to curve them slightly or add
additional folds to give them a more natural look.
2. Adjust the dragon's body for a more dynamic pose. You can tilt the body to one side or
raise the wings for a flying position.
3. Add any additional details, such as scales or embellishments, by using small folds or
drawing on the paper if desired.

Tips for Success

- Practice Patience: Advanced origami can be detailed and time-consuming. Take your time
with each fold to ensure accuracy.
- Use Quality Paper: Thicker paper can be challenging to fold. A medium weight origami
paper will hold creases better and provide a nicer finish.
- Refer to Diagrams: If you find a step challenging, look for visual diagrams online that may
help clarify the folding process.
- Experiment with Colors: Using patterned or multi-colored paper can add visual interest to
your dragon.

Conclusion

Creating an advanced origami dragon requires dedication, precision, and an appreciation
for the art form. By following these step-by-step instructions, you can create a stunning
piece that showcases your skills and creativity. Remember, each dragon you fold can be
unique, so feel free to modify and adapt the design as you gain confidence in your abilities.
Enjoy the process, and let your imagination soar as you craft your own origami dragon
masterpiece!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need for advanced origami dragon



instructions?
You'll need a square sheet of high-quality origami paper, ideally around 15 cm to 30 cm in
size. A bone folder or a similar tool can help with creases, and a pair of scissors may be
needed for specific designs.

Are there specific techniques I should know before
attempting an advanced origami dragon?
Yes, it's beneficial to be familiar with techniques such as valley folds, mountain folds,
reverse folds, and petal folds. Understanding these foundational techniques will help you
follow advanced instructions more easily.

Where can I find step-by-step instructions for advanced
origami dragons?
You can find detailed step-by-step instructions on websites like Origami USA, YouTube
tutorials, or dedicated origami books by authors like Robert Lang and John Montroll.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when folding
advanced origami dragons?
Common mistakes include not making precise folds, skipping steps, and using the wrong
paper. Always ensure your folds are sharp and accurate, and take your time to follow each
step carefully.

How long does it typically take to complete an
advanced origami dragon?
The time can vary widely depending on your skill level and the complexity of the design,
but it usually takes anywhere from 1 to 3 hours to complete an advanced origami dragon.

Can I use patterned paper for advanced origami
dragons?
Yes, you can use patterned paper, but it's often recommended to use single-colored paper
for better visibility of the folds and details in advanced designs.

Are there any resources for learning advanced origami
dragon designs?
Absolutely! Online platforms like YouTube offer video tutorials, while books such as
'Origami Dragons' by John Montroll provide comprehensive guides with diagrams.
Additionally, origami forums and communities can be great for tips and sharing techniques.
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