
stevens model 311 history

stevens model 311 history traces the origins and development of one of the notable firearms
produced by the Stevens Arms Company. This shotgun model holds a significant place in American
firearm history due to its design, utility, and the era in which it was manufactured. Understanding the
Stevens Model 311 history involves exploring its inception, production timeline, design features, and
its impact on hunting and shooting sports. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
Stevens Model 311, detailing its historical background, technical specifications, and its legacy among
collectors and firearm enthusiasts. The following sections will cover the origins of the Stevens Arms
Company, the design and features of the Model 311, its production history, and its role in American
shooting culture.

Origins of Stevens Arms Company

Design and Features of the Stevens Model 311

Production Timeline and Variants

Usage and Popularity

Collectability and Legacy

Origins of Stevens Arms Company
The Stevens Arms Company, founded in the 19th century, was a prominent American firearms
manufacturer known for producing a wide range of rifles and shotguns. Established in 1864 in
Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, Stevens quickly gained a reputation for affordable and reliable
firearms tailored to hunters, sportsmen, and law enforcement. The company’s innovations and
manufacturing techniques helped establish it as a key player in the firearms industry throughout the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The Stevens Model 311 emerged as part of the company’s efforts
to provide a robust and accessible shotgun for the American market.

Founding and Early Innovations
Stevens Arms was founded by Joshua Stevens, who aimed to create quality firearms at reasonable
prices. Early on, the company introduced several unique designs, including break-action and falling-
block rifles. These early innovations set the stage for later shotgun models like the Model 311, which
benefited from Stevens’ commitment to user-friendly, durable firearms.

Market Position and Growth
By the early 1900s, Stevens had expanded its product line and distribution, becoming a household
name in American firearm circles. The company’s strategic focus on affordable shotguns helped it



capture a significant share of the hunting and sporting arms market, allowing for the introduction of
various models, including the Model 311.

Design and Features of the Stevens Model 311
The Stevens Model 311 is a pump-action shotgun known for its reliability and simplicity. Designed
primarily for hunting and sport shooting, the Model 311 featured design elements that balanced
functionality with ease of use, making it popular among amateur and experienced shooters alike. This
section explores the key design characteristics and mechanical features that define the Model 311.

Pump-Action Mechanism
The defining characteristic of the Stevens Model 311 is its pump-action operation, which allows for
rapid cycling of shells with a manual sliding forearm. This mechanism provides shooters with a
smooth and dependable action, reducing the likelihood of jams and facilitating quick follow-up shots.
The pump-action design was particularly favored for bird hunting and small game shooting.

Caliber and Barrel Options
The Model 311 was chambered primarily in 20-gauge, although variations and custom orders
sometimes included other gauges. Barrel lengths typically ranged from 26 to 30 inches, offering
versatility for different shooting scenarios. The shotgun’s barrel was designed to accommodate
various choke options, enhancing its adaptability to diverse hunting conditions.

Material and Finish
The shotgun was constructed using blued steel for the barrel and receiver, paired with wooden stocks
made from quality hardwoods such as walnut. This combination provided durability and an
aesthetically pleasing finish, which contributed to the Model 311’s appeal. The wood-to-metal fit and
finish were generally well-regarded for the price point of the firearm.

Production Timeline and Variants
The Stevens Model 311 was produced over several decades, with various modifications and
improvements introduced throughout its manufacturing span. Understanding the production timeline
and the different variants of the Model 311 helps in appreciating its evolution and the factors
influencing its design changes.

Initial Production Years
Production of the Stevens Model 311 began in the mid-1920s and continued into the late 1930s.
During this period, the shotgun was marketed as an affordable, reliable option for hunters and
sportsmen during the interwar years. The early models featured basic finishes and standard



mechanical components, reflecting the manufacturing capabilities and market demands of the time.

Later Modifications and Versions
As production continued, Stevens introduced minor changes to improve the Model 311’s performance
and user experience. Some later versions featured improved sights, modified stocks for better
ergonomics, and enhanced internal mechanisms to increase reliability. While the core pump-action
design remained consistent, these incremental updates helped maintain the shotgun’s
competitiveness in the market.

End of Production and Legacy Models
Production of the Stevens Model 311 largely ceased by the early 1940s, as newer models and
competing firearms entered the market. However, the Model 311 continued to be available through
surplus sales and private transactions for many years thereafter. Its legacy lives on among collectors
and enthusiasts who value its place in early 20th-century American shotgun history.

Usage and Popularity
The Stevens Model 311 gained popularity primarily as a hunting shotgun. Its design suited a variety of
game and environments, making it a versatile firearm for mid-century American outdoorsmen. This
section examines the practical applications and the reception of the Model 311 among shooters.

Hunting Applications
The Model 311 was commonly used for upland bird hunting, small game, and even informal trap
shooting. Its pump-action system allowed quick follow-up shots, which proved advantageous in fast-
moving hunting scenarios. The shotgun’s moderate weight and manageable recoil further enhanced
its usability in the field.

Sport Shooting and Training
Besides hunting, the Stevens Model 311 was sometimes used for sport shooting and as a training
firearm for novice shooters. Its straightforward operation and affordability made it an ideal choice for
shooting clubs and beginners learning the fundamentals of shotgun handling.

Factors Contributing to Popularity

Affordable price point compared to competing models

Reliable pump-action mechanism



Versatile gauge and barrel length options

Durable construction suitable for rugged use

Accessible availability through Stevens’ widespread distribution

Collectability and Legacy
Today, the Stevens Model 311 is considered a collectible firearm, valued by enthusiasts who
appreciate its historical significance and mechanical simplicity. Its status as a mid-20th-century
shotgun has cemented its place in the legacy of American firearms. This section explores the
collectible market and the enduring impact of the Model 311.

Collector Interest
Collectors often seek the Stevens Model 311 for its classic design and connection to the Stevens Arms
Company’s storied history. Well-preserved examples with original parts and finishes command higher
prices. Variants with rare barrel lengths or gauges may also attract premium interest.

Influence on Later Firearms
The design principles embodied in the Model 311 influenced subsequent pump-action shotguns,
contributing to the evolution of reliable, user-friendly firearms. Its balance of affordability and
performance set a standard for future models within Stevens and other manufacturers.

Preservation and Maintenance
Maintaining a Stevens Model 311 in good condition involves careful cleaning and occasional
replacement of worn parts. Due to its age, finding original components can be challenging, but many
gunsmiths specialize in vintage Stevens shotguns. Proper maintenance ensures the firearm remains
functional and retains its value as a collectible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Stevens Model 311?
The Stevens Model 311 is a classic bolt-action rifle that was produced by Stevens Arms, known for its
reliability and accuracy in the mid-20th century.



When was the Stevens Model 311 first manufactured?
The Stevens Model 311 was first manufactured in the early 1940s, with production continuing for
several decades.

What calibers was the Stevens Model 311 available in?
The Stevens Model 311 was commonly chambered in .22 Long Rifle caliber, making it popular for
small game hunting and target shooting.

What was the primary use of the Stevens Model 311
historically?
Historically, the Stevens Model 311 was used primarily for hunting small game, target shooting, and
as a training rifle due to its accuracy and manageable recoil.

How did the design of the Stevens Model 311 evolve over
time?
Over time, the Stevens Model 311 saw improvements in its bolt-action mechanism, stock design, and
sights to enhance user comfort and shooting precision.

Why is the Stevens Model 311 considered significant in
firearm history?
The Stevens Model 311 is significant for its role in popularizing affordable, reliable bolt-action rifles for
civilian use, contributing to shooting sports and small game hunting culture.

Additional Resources
1. Stevens Model 311: A Historical Overview
This book provides a comprehensive history of the Stevens Model 311 shotgun, tracing its
development from inception through its various production changes. It examines the firearm’s place
in American shooting sports and military usage. With detailed photographs and technical
specifications, it serves as an essential resource for collectors and historians alike.

2. The Evolution of Stevens Firearms: Focus on the Model 311
Highlighting the Stevens firearms brand, this book delves deep into the lineage of the Model 311.
Readers will discover the technological advancements and design modifications that set the 311 apart
from other shotguns of its era. The author also explores the cultural impact of the shotgun in
mid-20th century America.

3. Classic American Shotguns: The Stevens Model 311 Story
This volume celebrates the Stevens Model 311 as one of the quintessential American shotguns. It
covers the shotgun’s introduction in the early 1900s, its role in hunting and sport shooting, and its
enduring popularity among enthusiasts. The book includes interviews with collectors and experts who
share their personal experiences.



4. The Mechanics and History of the Stevens Model 311
Combining mechanical analysis with historical context, this book offers an in-depth look at how the
Stevens Model 311 operates and why it became a staple in the shotgun market. Diagrams and
exploded views help readers understand its unique break-action design. The historical narrative
complements the technical details, making it accessible to both engineers and history buffs.

5. Stevens Shotguns Through the Decades: Spotlight on the Model 311
This book traces the timeline of Stevens shotguns with a special focus on the Model 311’s production
years. It discusses variations in manufacturing, changes in materials, and the factors influencing the
shotgun’s design evolution. Collectors will find valuable tips on identifying different Model 311
variants and assessing their value.

6. American Firearms History: The Role of the Stevens Model 311
Exploring the broader context of American firearms history, this book situates the Stevens Model 311
within social and economic trends of the 20th century. It discusses how the shotgun met the needs of
civilians and law enforcement during its production period. The narrative is enriched with archival
photographs and period advertisements.

7. Stevens Model 311: A Collector’s Guide
Tailored for collectors, this guide covers everything from identifying authentic Stevens Model 311
shotguns to understanding their market value today. It includes detailed checklists of serial numbers,
markings, and production years. The book also offers advice on proper restoration and maintenance
to preserve historical integrity.

8. The Sporting Legacy of the Stevens Model 311
Focusing on the sporting and recreational aspects, this book celebrates the Stevens Model 311’s
popularity among hunters and sport shooters. It recounts stories from notable sportsmen and
highlights the shotgun’s performance in various shooting disciplines. The author also discusses how
the Model 311 influenced subsequent shotgun designs.

9. From Factory to Field: The Story of the Stevens Model 311
This narrative-driven book follows the journey of the Stevens Model 311 from its manufacturing
origins to its use in the field. It provides insights into the production processes at the Stevens factory
and the experiences of those who carried the shotgun in hunting and defense roles. The book blends
technical data with personal anecdotes to paint a vivid history.
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