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THE "DIVERGENT” SERIES, WRITTEN BY VERONICA ROTH, HAS CAPTIVATED READERS WITH ITS THRILLING NARRATIVE, COMPLEX
CHARACTERS, AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING THEMES. THIS STUDY GUIDE IS DESIGNED TO HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THROUGH THE
NOVEL, ANALYZE ITS COMPONENTS, AND ENGAGE IN DEEPER DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ITS IMPLICATIONS. THIS GUIDE WILL COVER KEY
THEMES, CHARACTER ANALYSES, PLOT SUMMARIES, DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, AND ACTIVITIES THAT WILL ENHANCE YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT.

OVERVIEW OF DIVERGENT

“DIVERGENT” IS SET IN A DYSTOPIAN FUTURE WHERE SOCIETY IS DIVIDED INTO FIVE FACTIONS BASED ON HUMAN VIRTUES:
ABNEGATION (SELFLESSNESS), AMITY (PEACE), CANDOR (HONESTY), DAUNTLESS (BRAVERY), AND ERUDITE (INTELLIGENCE).
THE STORY FOLLOWS BEATRICE “TRIS” PRIOR, WHO DISCOVERS THAT SHE DOES NOT FIT NEATLY INTO ANY ONE FACTION,
MARKING HER AS “DIVERGENT.” THIS STATUS POSES A SIGNIFICANT THREAT IN A SOCIETY THAT VALUES CONFORMITY.

PLoT SUMMARY

1. ExPosiTION
- INTRODUCES THE WORLD AND ITS FACTIONS.
- TRIS’S LIFE IN ABNEGATION AND HER INTERNAL STRUGGLES REGARDING HER IDENTITY.

2. RisING ACTION

- TRIS CHOOSES DAUNTLESS DURING THE CHOOSING CEREMONY.

- HER INITIATION INTO DAUNTLESS BEGINS, SHOWCASING PHYSICAL AND MENTAL CHALLENGES.
- TRIS MEETS FOUR, HER INSTRUCTOR, AND BEGINS TO DEVELOP FEELINGS FOR HIM.

3. CLIMAX
- THE CONFLICT BETWEEN FACTIONS ESCALATES AS ERUDITE LEADS AN ATTACK ON ABNEGATION.
- TRIS’S DIVERGENT STATUS IS REVEALED, MAKING HER A TARGET.

4. FALLING ACTION

- TrIS AND FOUR’S EFFORTS TO STOP THE ERUDITE FACTION.

- THE MORAL DILEMMAS FACED AS THEY MUST DECIDE WHO TO TRUST.
5. ResoLuUTION

- THE FALLOUT FROM THE CONFLICT AND TRIS’S ACCEPTANCE OF HER IDENTITY.
- OPENS UP QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE AND THE POSSIBILITY OF CHANGE IN THEIR SOCIETY.

MAIN THEMES

UNDERSTANDING THE THEMES OF “DIVERGENT” CAN DEEPEN YOUR COMPREHENSION OF THE STORY AND ITS CHARACTERS.

IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY

- TRIS’S JOURNEY IS FUNDAMENTALLY ONE OF SELF-DISCOVERY.
- THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS AND PERSONAL DESIRES IS CENTRAL TO HER CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.
- THE CONCEPT OF BEING “DIVERGENT” SYMBOLIZES THE COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN IDENTITY.



CONFORMITY VS. INDIVIDUALITY

- THE NOVEL CRITIQUES A SOCIETY THAT PRIORITIZES CONFORMITY OVER INDIVIDUALITY.
- TrIS'S DIVERGENCE REPRESENTS THE IMPORTANCE OF EMBRACING ONE'S UNIQUENESS.
- CHARACTERS LIKE TRIS AND FOUR CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO, ILLUSTRATING THE VALUE OF PERSONAL CHOICE.

BRAVERY AND FEAR

- BRAVERY IS A RECURRING THEME THROUGHOUT TRIS'S INITIATION INTO DAUNTLESS.

- THE NARRATIVE EXPLORES DIFFERENT FORMS OF BRAVERY, INCLUDING THE COURAGE TO FACE ONE’S FEARS AND THE STRENGTH
TO STAND UP AGAINST INJUSTICE.

- TRIS'S EXPERIENCE IN THE FEAR LANDSCAPE HIGHLIGHTS HOW FEAR SHAPES IDENTITY.

SOCIETAL STRUCTURE AND POWER

- THE FACTION SYSTEM SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF RIGID SOCIAL STRUCTURES.

- EXAMINES HOW POWER DYNAMICS AFFECT INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AND SOCIETAL FUNCTIONING.

- THE CONFLICT BETWEEN FACTIONS ILLUSTRATES THE DANGERS OF AUTHORITARIANISM AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF BLIND
LOYALTY.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTERS IS CRUCIAL FOR A COMPREHENSIVE GRASP OF THE NARRATIVE.

BeaTRICE “TrIS” PrIOR

- PERSONALITY: BRAVE, COMPASSIONATE, AND RESILIENT.
- DEVELOPMENT: TRIS EVOLVES FROM A SELF-DOUBTING GIRL TO A CONFIDENT LEADER WHO EMBRACES HER DIVERGENCE.
- MOTIVATION: DRIVEN BY THE DESIRE TO PROTECT HER LOVED ONES AND FIND HER PLACE IN SOCIETY.

Togias “FoOur” EATON

- PERSONALITY: STRONG, MYSTERIOUS, AND CARING.
- RoLE: TRIS’S MENTOR AND LOVE INTEREST, REPRESENTS THE COMPLEXITY OF COURAGE.
- DEVELOPMENT: EXPERIENCES PERSONAL GROWTH AS HE CONFRONTS HIS PAST AND EMBRACES VULNERARBILITY.

JEANINE MATTHEWS

- PERSONALITY: |NTELLIGENT, MANIPULATIVE, AND AMBITIOUS.
- RoLE: THE ANTAGONIST WHOSE DESIRE FOR POWER DRIVES THE CONFLICT.
- MOTIVATION: BELIEVES IN THE SUPERIORITY OF THE ERUDITE FACTION AND SEEKS TO IMPOSE HER VISION OF SOCIETY.



DiscussioNn QUESTIONS

ENGAGING WITH THESE QUESTIONS CAN ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT AND STIMULATE CLASSROOM DISCUSSION.
1. WHAT DOES BEING “DIVERGENT” SYMBOLIZE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE STORY?

2. How DO THE FACTIONS REPRESENT DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF HUMAN NATURE?

3. IN WHAT WAYS DOES TRIS’S CHARACTER REFLECT THE THEME OF BRAVERY?

4. ANALYZE THE ROLE OF FEAR IN THE NOVEL. HOW DOES IT INFLUENCE CHARACTERS  DECISIONS?
5. DISCUSS THE IMPACT OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS ON INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY IN TRIS'S WORLD.

ACTIVITIES FOR DEEPER ENGAGEMENT

To PROMOTE ACTIVE LEARNING, CONSIDER THESE ACTIVITIES:

CreATIVE WRITING

- \WRITE A DIARY ENTRY FROM TRIS'S PERSPECTIVE AFTER SHE CHOOSES DAUNTLESS.
- CREATE A SHORT STORY ABOUT A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A MEMBER OF A DIFFERENT FACTION.

DeBATE

- ORGANIZE A CLASS DEBATE ON THE MERITS AND DRAWBACKS OF THE FACTION SYSTEM.
- DIscuss WHETHER CONFORMITY IS NECESSARY FOR SOCIETAL STABILITY.

CHARACTER MAP

- CREATE A CHARACTER MAP THAT ILLUSTRATES THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN KEY CHARACTERS.
- INCLUDE MOTIVATIONS, CONFLICTS, AND HOW THEY EVOLVE THROUGHOUT THE STORY.

THEME ANALYSIS ESsAY

- WRITE AN ESSAY FOCUSING ON ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF THE NOVEL, PROVIDING EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT TO
SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT.
- EXPLORE HOW ROTH USES HER CHARACTERS AND PLOT TO CONVEY THIS THEME.

CoNCLUSION

THe “DIVERGENT” SERIES OFFERS A RICH TAPESTRY OF THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND MORAL QUESTIONS. THIS STUDY GUIDE
SERVES AS A TOOL FOR STUDENTS TO DELVE DEEPER INTO THE NOVEL, FOSTERING DISCUSSIONS AND CRITICAL THINKING. By
ENGAGING WITH ITS CONTENT, STUDENTS CAN APPRECIATE THE INTRICATE LAYERS OF THE STORY AND REFLECT ON THEIR OWN
BELIEFS ABOUT IDENTITY, BRAVERY, AND SOCIETAL STRUCTURES. AS YOU EXPLORE THE WORLD OF ”DIVERGENT,” REMEMBER
THAT THE JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE DESTINATION.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF THE DIVERGENT SERIES THAT STUDENTS SHOULD
FOCUS ON DURING THEIR STUDY?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF THE DIVERGENT SERIES IS THE STRUGGLE FOR IDENTITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOICE IN SHAPING
ONE’S DESTINY. STUDENTS SHOULD ANALYZE HOW THESE THEMES ARE PORTRAYED THROUGH THE CHARACTERS  DECISIONS AND
THE SOCIETAL STRUCTURE.

How DOES THE CONCEPT OF FACTIONS INFLUENCE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN
DIVERGENT?

THE CONCEPT OF FACTIONS INFLUENCES CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT BY FORCING CHARACTERS TO ALIGN WITH SPECIFIC VALUES
AND TRAITS ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR CHOSEN FACTION, WHICH IMPACTS THEIR PERSONAL GROWTH, RELATIONSHIPS, AND
CONFLICTS THROUGHOUT THE SERIES.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY SYMBOLS IN DIVERGENT THAT STUDENTS SHOULD EXAMINE?

Key sYMBOLS IN DIVERGENT INCLUDE THE FACTION TATTOOS, WHICH REPRESENT IDENTITY AND COMMITMENT, AND THE
SIMULATION TESTS, WHICH SYMBOLIZE THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN CONTROL AND FREEDOM. ANALYZING THESE SYMBOLS CAN
ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHARACTERSIJOURNEYS.

How DOES THE SETTING OF CHICAGO CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL NARRATIVE OF
DIVERGENT?

THE DYSTOPIAN SETTING OF CHICAGO SERVES AS A BACKDROP FOR THE EXPLORATION OF SOCIETAL DIVISIONS AND THE
CONSEQUENCES OF A FRACTURED SOCIETY. STUDENTS SHOULD CONSIDER HOW THE SETTING IMPACTS THE CHARACTERS'
EXPERIENCES AND CHOICES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES FRIENDSHIP PLAY IN THE DIVERGENT SERIES?

FRIENDSHIP PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE DIVERGENT SERIES AS IT PROVIDES SUPPORT, LOYALTY, AND A SENSE OF BELONGING
AMONG CHARACTERS. STUDENTS SHOULD ANALYZE HOW FRIENDSHIPS INFLUENCE THE CHARACTERS' DECISIONS AND PERSONAL
GROWTH.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN CONFLICTS IN DIVERGENT THAT STUDENTS SHOULD IDENTIFY?

THE MAIN CONFLICTS IN DIVERGENT INCLUDE INTERNAL CONFLICTS WITHIN TRIS AS SHE GRAPPLES WITH HER IDENTITY AND
EXTERNAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN FACTIONS, PARTICULARLY THE POWER STRUGGLES AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS THAT DRIVE
THE PLOT.

How poes TRriS PRIOR'S CHARACTER EVOLVE THROUGHOUT THE SERIES?

TRIS PRIOR'S CHARACTER EVOLVES FROM A HESITANT AND UNCERTAIN INDIVIDUAL TO A STRONG AND DECISIVE LEADER.
STUDENTS SHOULD TRACK HER DEVELOPMENT THROUGH KEY MOMENTS THAT CHALLENGE HER BELIEFS AND FORCE HER TO
CONFRONT HER FEARS.

\WHAT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CAN FACILITATE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
DIVERGENT SERIES?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS COULD INCLUDE: "WHAT DOES DIVERGENT SUGGEST ABOUT THE NATURE OF BRAVERY?' OR 'How Do
THE CHARACTERS' CHOICES REFLECT THEIR VALUES AND BELIEFS?’ THESE QUESTIONS ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING AND



PERSONAL CONNECTION TO THE TEXT.
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