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The Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric is an essential tool for educators aiming to enhance writing

instruction and assessment. This rubric simplifies the evaluation of writing by breaking it down into six

distinct traits, making it easier for students to understand what is expected of them. The six

traits—Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions—offer a

comprehensive framework for both teaching and assessing writing skills. This article explores each of

these traits in detail, discusses the benefits of using the rubric, and offers strategies for implementation

in the classroom.

Understanding the Six Traits

The Six Traits of Writing provide a clear structure for both teachers and students. Each trait addresses

a specific aspect of writing, helping students to focus on their strengths and areas for improvement.

Below, we break down each trait for a better understanding.

1. Ideas

Ideas are the heart of any piece of writing. This trait focuses on the content and the main message of

the work. Strong ideas are clear, focused, and well-developed.

- Clarity: The main idea should be easy to identify.

- Supporting Details: Ideas should be supported by relevant facts, examples, or anecdotes.

- Engagement: The writer's ideas should engage the reader and provoke thought or emotion.



2. Organization

Organization refers to the structure of the writing. A well-organized piece helps readers follow the

writer's thoughts seamlessly.

- Logical Structure: The writing should have a clear beginning, middle, and end.

- Transitions: Effective use of transitional words and phrases helps connect ideas.

- Paragraphing: Information should be grouped logically in paragraphs.

3. Voice

Voice is the unique style and tone that a writer brings to their work. It reflects the writer's personality

and attitude.

- Authenticity: The writing should sound like the writer, showing their true personality.

- Engagement: A strong voice can draw readers in and keep them interested.

- Appropriateness: The tone of the writing should be suitable for the audience and purpose.

4. Word Choice

Word choice refers to the selection of vocabulary and language. Effective word choice enhances the

clarity and richness of the writing.

- Precision: Words should accurately convey the intended meaning.

- Variety: A diverse vocabulary keeps the writing interesting.

- Imagery: Strong word choices can create vivid pictures in the reader’s mind.



5. Sentence Fluency

Sentence fluency pertains to the flow and rhythm of the writing. Well-constructed sentences contribute

to the readability of the text.

- Variety: Using a mix of short and long sentences can create a better rhythm.

- Clarity: Sentences should be clear and easy to understand.

- Pacing: The flow of ideas should move smoothly without awkward pauses.

6. Conventions

Conventions encompass the mechanical aspects of writing, including grammar, punctuation, and

spelling. Proper conventions ensure that the writing is polished and professional.

- Grammar: Correct usage of grammatical structures is crucial.

- Punctuation: Proper punctuation enhances clarity and meaning.

- Spelling: Correct spelling is essential for credibility and professionalism.

Benefits of Using the Six Traits Rubric

Implementing the Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric offers numerous advantages for both teachers and

students. Here are some key benefits:

1. Clarity of Expectations

The rubric clearly outlines what is expected in each trait, providing a roadmap for students to follow.

This clarity helps students understand how their writing will be assessed.



2. Focused Feedback

Teachers can give specific feedback based on the individual traits rather than providing generalized

comments. This targeted feedback helps students identify their strengths and weaknesses.

3. Enhanced Self-Assessment

Students can use the rubric to evaluate their own writing before submitting it. This self-assessment

encourages reflection and critical thinking about their work.

4. Improved Writing Skills

By focusing on specific traits, students can work on targeted areas of improvement. This approach

leads to more effective writing instruction and better overall writing skills.

Implementing the Six Traits Rubric in the Classroom

To effectively integrate the Six Traits Rubric into the classroom, educators can follow a structured

approach.

1. Introduce the Rubric

Begin by introducing the rubric to students. Explain each trait in student-friendly language and provide

examples of effective and ineffective writing.



2. Model the Traits

Use mentor texts to demonstrate each trait in action. Discuss how these traits contribute to effective

writing and encourage students to analyze the texts.

3. Practice Writing

Provide opportunities for students to practice writing using the traits as a guide. Encourage them to

experiment with different styles and genres.

4. Use the Rubric for Assessment

When assessing student writing, use the rubric to evaluate each trait. Provide specific feedback based

on your assessment, highlighting areas of strength and suggesting improvements.

5. Encourage Peer Review

Incorporate peer review sessions where students can use the rubric to evaluate each other's work.

This collaborative approach fosters a sense of community and encourages constructive feedback.

6. Reflect and Revise

After receiving feedback, encourage students to reflect on their writing and make revisions based on

the rubric. This iterative process promotes continuous improvement.



Conclusion

The Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric is a versatile and effective tool for enhancing writing instruction

in the classroom. By breaking down the writing process into manageable traits, it provides students

with clear expectations and focused feedback. Educators who implement this rubric can foster a

deeper understanding of writing while helping students develop essential skills that will benefit them in

their academic and personal lives. Ultimately, the Six Traits Rubric empowers students to take

ownership of their writing, leading to more confident and capable writers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the student friendly six traits rubric?

The student friendly six traits rubric is designed to provide clear and accessible criteria for students to

assess their writing skills, focusing on key traits such as ideas, organization, voice, word choice,

sentence fluency, and conventions.

How can students use the six traits rubric to improve their writing?

Students can use the six traits rubric by self-evaluating their drafts against the traits, identifying

strengths and areas for improvement, and setting specific goals for revision based on the feedback

provided by the rubric.

What are the six traits included in the rubric?

The six traits included in the rubric are Ideas (content), Organization (structure), Voice (style), Word

Choice (diction), Sentence Fluency (readability), and Conventions (grammar and mechanics).



Can teachers utilize the six traits rubric for assessment?

Yes, teachers can use the six traits rubric to assess student writing by providing detailed feedback

aligned with each trait, which helps students understand their writing strengths and areas for growth.

How does the student friendly aspect of the rubric benefit learners?

The student friendly aspect of the rubric makes the criteria understandable and relatable for students,

empowering them to take ownership of their writing process and fostering a growth mindset towards

their writing skills.
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