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STupy Guipe For CiTizeN KANE: THE MovVIE

CITIZEN KANE, DIRECTED BY ORSON WELLES AND RELEASED IN 1941 , IS OFTEN REGARDED AS ONE OF THE GREATEST FILMS IN
CINEMATIC HISTORY. ITS INNOVATIVE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE, GROUNDBREAKING CINEMATOGRAPHY, AND PROFOUND THEMES
RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES AND FILMMAKERS ALIKE. THIS STUDY GUIDE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE FILM,
EXPLORING ITS MAJOR THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND CINEMATIC TECHNIQUES TO ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND
APPRECIATION OF THIS TIMELESS CLASSIC.

Overview ofF CITIzEN KANE

CiTI1ZEN KANE TELLS THE STORY OF CHARLES FOSTER KANE, A WEALTHY NEWSPAPER MAGNATE WHOSE LIFE IS EXPLORED
THROUGH THE PERSPECTIVES OF VARIOUS CHARACTERS AFTER HIS DEATH. THE FILM'S NARRATIVE UNFOLDS THROUGH A SERIES
OF FLASHBACKS, REVEALING THE COMPLEXITIES OF KANE'S CHARACTER AND THE IMPACT OF HIS WEALTH AND AMBITION ON HIS
RELATIONSHIPS AND LEGACY.

Key THeMEes

CiTI1ZEN KANE EXPLORES SEVERAL PROFOUND THEMES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ITS STATUS AS A CINEMATIC MASTERPIECE.
UNDERSTANDING THESE THEMES CAN DEEPEN YOUR APPRECIATION OF THE FILM.

® THE AMERICAN DREAM: THE FILM CRITIQUES THE NOTION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM, SHOWCASING HOW WEALTH AND
POWER CAN LEAD TO ISOLATION AND DISCONTENT.

* MEMORY AND SUBJECTIVITY: THE VARYING PERSPECTIVES OF KANE’S LIFE HIGHLIGHT THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF MEMORY
AND TRUTH.

® |SOLATION AND LONELINESS: DESPITE HIS WEALTH, KANE’S LIFE IS MARKED BY PROFOUND LONELINESS AND A LACK OF
GENUINE CONNECTIONS.

e THE NATURE OF POWER: THE FILM EXAMINES HOW POWER CAN CORRUPT AND THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES THAT COME
WITH IT.

MAIN CHARACTERS

THE CHARACTERS IN CITIZEN KANE ARE RICHLY DEVELOPED, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE NARRATIVE AND THEMATIC DEPTH OF
THE FILM. BELOW ARE THE PRIMARY CHARACTERS YOU SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH:

1. CHARLES FOSTER KANE: THE PROTAGONIST WHOSE LIFE JOURNEY IS CENTRAL TO THE FILM. A COMPLEX CHARACTER
DRIVEN BY AMBITION, KANE EVOLVES FROM AN IDEALISTIC YOUNG MAN TO A LONELY, DISILLUSIONED FIGURE.

2. JeDEDIAH LELAND: KANE’S BEST FRIEND AND A KEY FIGURE IN THE STORY, LELAND PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO KANE’S
CHARACTER AND THE MORAL DILEMMAS SURROUNDING THEIR AMBITIONS.

3. EMILY MoNROE NORTON KANE: KANE’S FIRST WIFE, WHOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM DETERIORATES AS HIS OBSESSION
WITH POWER GROWS.



4. SUSAN ALEXANDER KANE: KANE’S SECOND WIFE, A SINGER WHOSE LIFE IS DEEPLY AFFECTED BY KANE’S CONTROLLING
NATURE AND THE PRESSURES OF HIS EXPECTATIONS.

5. THATCHER: KANE’S GUARDIAN, WHO REPRESENTS THE TRADITIONAL VALUES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT THAT K ANE REBELS
AGAINST.

6. MR. BERNSTEIN: KANE’S LOYAL BUSINESS MANAGER AND CONFIDANT, WHO OFFERS A NOSTALGIC VIEW OF KANE’S EARLY
SUCCESS.

NARRATIVE STRUCTURE

ONE OF THE MOST INNOVATIVE ASPECTS OF CITIZEN KANE IS ITS NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE STRUCTURE. THE FILM UTILIZES A
SERIES OF FLASHBACKS, EACH TOLD FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF DIFFERENT CHARACTERS. THIS APPROACH SERVES TO CREATE A
MULTIFACETED VIEW OF KANE’S LIFE, EMPHASIZING THE SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF MEMORY AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN
EXPERIENCE.

CINEMATIC TECHNIQUES

CiTIZEN KANE IS RENOWNED FOR ITS GROUNDBREAKING CINEMATIC TECHNIQUES, MANY OF WHICH HAVE INFLUENCED FILMMAKERS
FOR GENERATIONS. HERE ARE SOME KEY TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED IN THE FILM:

Deep Focus CINEMATOGRAPHY

ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE TECHNIQUES USED IN CITIZEN KANE IS DEEP FOCUS CINEMATOGRAPHY, WHICH ALLOWS THE
FOREGROUND, MIDDLE GROUND, AND BACKGROUND TO BE IN SHARP FOCUS SIMULTANEOUSLY. THIS TECHNIQUE ENHANCES THE
VISUAL STORYTELLING BY ENABLING VIEWERS TO OBSERVE MULTIPLE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE FRAME, PROVIDING A RICHER
CONTEXT FOR THE ACTION AND DIALOGUE.

LIGHTING AND SHADOWS

LIGHTING PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ESTABLISHING MOOD AND CHARACTER IN CITIZEN KANE. THE USE OF
CHIAROSCURO—STRONG CONTRASTS BETWEEN LIGHT AND DARK—ADDS DEPTH TO THE VISUAL COMPOSITION AND REFLECTS
THE MORAL AMBIGUITY OF THE CHARACTERS. SHADOWS OFTEN SYMBOLIZE THE HIDDEN ASPECTS OF KANE’S PERSONALITY AND
THE SECRETS OF HIS LIFE.

INNOVATIVE EDITING

THE FILM’S EDITING TECHNIQUES ARE ALSO NOTEWORTHY. THE USE OF DISSOLVES AND MONTAGES ALLOWS FOR SMOOTH
TRANSITIONS BETWEEN TIME PERIODS AND PERSPECTIVES, CREATING A FLUID NARRATIVE FLOW. THE EDITING STYLE CONTRIBUTES
TO THE FILM’S DREAMLIKE QUALITY, EMPHASIZING THE THEMES OF MEMORY AND NOSTALGIA.

SYMBOLISM

CiITIZEN KANE IS RICH WITH SYMBOLISM, WHICH ENHANCES ITS THEMATIC DEPTH. HERE ARE SOME SIGNIFICANT SYMBOLS TO



CONSIDER:

e ROSEBUD: THE SLED NAMED “ROSEBUD” IS A CENTRAL SYMBOL IN THE FILM, REPRESENTING KANE’S LOST CHILDHOOD AND
THE INNOCENCE HE YEARNED TO RECLAIM.

* THE NEWSPAPER: KANE’S OWNERSHIP OF NEWSPAPERS SYMBOLIZES THE POWER OF MEDIA AND THE POTENTIAL FOR
INFLUENCE, AS WELL AS THE MORAL DILEMMAS ASSOCIATED WITH WIELDING SUCH POWER.

¢ WINDOowS AND DOORS: THROUGHOUT THE FILM, WINDOWS AND DOORS ARE USED TO SYMBOLIZE ISOLATION AND THE
BARRIERS BETWEEN KANE AND THE PEOPLE IN HIS LIFE.

CrITICAL RECEPTION AND LEGACY

UPON ITS RELEASE, CiT1ZEN KANE RECEIVED MIXED REVIEWS, WITH SOME CRITICS PRAISING ITS INNOVATION AND ARTISTRY WHILE
OTHERS FOUND IT CHALLENGING AND UNCONVENTIONAL. OVER TIME, HOWEVER, IT HAS GARNERED WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM AND IS
FREQUENTLY CITED IN DISCUSSIONS OF THE GREATEST FILMS OF ALL TIME.

CiTI1ZEN KANE HAS INFLUENCED COUNTLESS FILMMAKERS AND HAS BEEN ANALYZED IN FILM STUDIES COURSES AROUND THE WORLD.
ITS THEMES OF AMBITION, POWER, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION CONTINUE TO RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES, MAKING IT A TIMELESS
WORK THAT REMAINS RELEVANT IN CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CINEMA AND SOCIETY.

CoNcLUSION

CiTI1ZEN KANE IS NOT JUST A FILM; IT IS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EXISTENCE, AMBITION, AND
THE ELUSIVE NATURE OF HAPPINESS. BY UNDERSTANDING ITS THEMES, CHARACTERS, NARRATIVE STRUCTURE, AND CINEMATIC
TECHNIQUES, VIEWERS CAN GAIN A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR THIS GROUNDBREAKING W ORK. W/HETHER YOU ARE A FIRST-TIME
VIEWER OR REVISITING THE FILM, THIS STUDY GUIDE AIMS TO ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE AND FOSTER THOUGHTFUL DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT ITS ENDURING IMPACT ON CINEMA AND CULTURE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME EXPLORED IN CITIZEN KANE?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF CITIZEN KANE IS THE EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM AND THE IDEA OF WEALTH AND POWER
LEADING TO ISOLATION AND DISSATISFACTION.

\¥/Ho DIRECTED CITIZEN KANE AND WHY IS THIS SIGNIFICANT?

CiTizeN KANE WAS DIRECTED BY ORSON WELLES, WHO WAS ONLY 25 YEARS OLD AT THE TIME. HIS INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES
AND STORYTELLING METHODS HAVE MADE THIS FILM A LANDMARK IN CINEMA HISTORY.

\WHAT NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES ARE USED IN CITIZEN KANEP

CiTiZEN KANE EMPLOYS NON-LINEAR STORYTELLING, FLASHBACKS, AND MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES TO REVEAL THE COMPLEXITIES
OF THE PROTAGONIST, CHARLES FOSTER KANE.



How DOES THE CINEMATOGRAPHY CONTRIBUTE TO THE STORYTELLING IN CITIZEN KANE?

THE CINEMATOGRAPHY IN CITIZEN KANE, ESPECIALLY THE USE OF DEEP FOCUS AND UNCONVENTIONAL ANGLES, ENHANCES THE
EMOTIONAL DEPTH AND VISUAL STORYTELLING, IMMERSING THE AUDIENCE IN KANE'S WORLD.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD ‘Roseeup’ IN CiTizeN KANE?

‘ROSEBUD’ IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT SYMBOLIZES KANE'S LOST CHILDHOOD AND THE INNOCENCE HE YEARNS FOR, REPRESENTING THE
CENTRAL MYSTERY OF THE FILM.

How poes CiTizeN KANE REFLECT THE MEDIA LANDSCAPE OF ITS TIME?

CiTI1ZEN KANE REFLECTS THE MEDIA LANDSCAPE OF ITS TIME BY CRITIQUING THE POWER OF THE PRESS AND THE MANIPULATION OF
PUBLIC PERCEPTION, SHOWCASING THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS FACED BY JOURNALISTS.

WHAT IMPACT DID CITIZEN KANE HAVE ON FUTURE FILMMAKERS?

CiTI1ZEN KANE HAS HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON FUTURE FILMMAKERS, INFLUENCING NARRATIVE STRUCTURE, CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT, AND CINEMATIC TECHNIQUES, MAKING IT A REFERENCE POINT FOR FILM STUDIES AND PRODUCTION.
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