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The novel "Sees Behind Trees" by Michael D. Beil is a captivating tale that
explores themes of perception, identity, and the natural world. This study
guide aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the book, delving into its
key themes, character development, and essential plot points. Whether you are
a student preparing for an examination or a reader seeking to deepen your
understanding, this guide will serve as a valuable resource.

Overview of the Novel

"Sees Behind Trees" follows the journey of a young boy named Mason who faces
challenges in his life, including his struggle with his vision and how it
affects his interactions with others. The story is set in a small town,
surrounded by woods that hold both beauty and mystery. As Mason learns to
navigate his world, he discovers the importance of seeing beyond the surface
and understanding the deeper connections in life.

Key Themes

Perception and Reality

One of the central themes in "Sees Behind Trees" is the idea of perception.
Mason's unique ability to "see behind trees" symbolizes his capacity to
understand what lies beyond the obvious. This theme encourages readers to
consider how perception shapes our understanding of reality.

- Symbolism of Trees: Trees in the novel represent both obstacles and
opportunities for insight.
- Mason's Journey: His journey mirrors the struggle many face in overcoming
limitations imposed by society or themselves.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Mason's quest for self-identity is a significant aspect of the narrative. As
he grapples with his vision impairment, he also confronts his place in the
world.

- Personal Growth: Mason evolves from a boy who feels isolated to one who
embraces his uniqueness.
- Support from Others: Relationships with family and friends play a crucial
role in his journey toward self-acceptance.



The Natural World

The natural environment is a prominent backdrop in "Sees Behind Trees,"
serving as both a setting and a character in its own right.

- Connection to Nature: The woods are depicted as a place of solace and
discovery for Mason.
- Environmental Awareness: The book subtly encourages readers to appreciate
and protect the natural world.

Character Analysis

Mason

Mason is the protagonist whose inner conflict drives the narrative. His
character development is pivotal to the story.

- Struggles with Vision: Mason's visual impairment is both a challenge and a
gift, influencing his perspective on life.
- Growth Arc: Throughout the novel, Mason learns to embrace his abilities and
find strength in his vulnerabilities.

Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters enrich Mason's journey and contribute to the
overarching themes of the novel.

- Sara: Mason's sister, who offers unwavering support and encouragement.
- Mr. Hargrove: A mentor figure who helps Mason navigate his challenges.
- Friends and Peers: Various friendships depict different aspects of social
dynamics and acceptance.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Sees Behind Trees" unfolds as a series of events that challenge
and shape Mason's character. Here’s a brief summary of the main events:

1. Introduction to Mason's World: The novel opens with Mason's struggles with
his vision and the impact it has on his daily life.
2. Discovery of the Woods: Mason finds solace in the woods, where he feels a
deep connection to nature and begins to discover his unique abilities.
3. Confrontation with Challenges: As Mason faces bullying and self-doubt, he
learns valuable lessons about acceptance and resilience.
4. Journey of Self-Discovery: Through interactions with key characters, Mason
embarks on a journey to understand himself and his place in the world.
5. Resolution and Growth: The story concludes with Mason embracing his
identity, symbolizing hope and the possibility of transformation.



Important Quotes

Quotes from "Sees Behind Trees" encapsulate its themes and character
motivations. Here are a few noteworthy excerpts:

- “Sometimes the things we see are not as important as the things we feel.”
- “The trees may hide the path, but they also offer refuge.”
- “True sight comes from understanding, not just vision.”

These quotes highlight key messages regarding perception, the importance of
emotional connections, and the beauty of nature.

Discussion Questions

To deepen your understanding of "Sees Behind Trees," consider the following
discussion questions:

1. How does Mason's visual impairment shape his interactions with others?
2. In what ways do the trees serve as a metaphor for the challenges Mason
faces?
3. How do the supporting characters influence Mason's journey of self-
discovery?
4. What lessons can be drawn from Mason's experiences in nature?
5. How does the author use symbolism to convey deeper meanings throughout the
story?

Conclusion

The study guide for "Sees Behind Trees" provides insights into the novel's
rich themes, character dynamics, and plot intricacies. By exploring the
significance of perception, identity, and the natural world, readers can gain
a deeper appreciation for Mason's journey and the lessons woven throughout
the narrative. Whether for classroom discussions or personal reflection, this
guide serves as an essential tool for anyone looking to engage with this
profound work of literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Sees Behind Trees'?

The main theme of 'Sees Behind Trees' revolves around self-discovery, the
importance of perception, and the journey of understanding one's identity and
place in the world.

Who is the protagonist in 'Sees Behind Trees'?

The protagonist in 'Sees Behind Trees' is a young boy named Adam, who is
blind and learns to navigate his world through his other senses.



How does Adam's blindness affect his interactions
with others?

Adam's blindness influences his interactions by making him rely on his
heightened senses, leading to unique relationships and insights that
challenge the perceptions of those around him.

What role do the trees play in the narrative?

The trees symbolize both physical and emotional barriers for Adam, as well as
serving as a metaphor for growth, knowledge, and the connection to nature.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Sees
Behind Trees'?

The novel employs imagery, symbolism, and sensory detail, particularly in how
it describes sound and texture, to convey Adam's experiences and perceptions.

What is the significance of the title 'Sees Behind
Trees'?

The title signifies Adam's ability to 'see' beyond the physical limitations
of his blindness, highlighting his insights and understanding of the world
around him.

How does the author portray the concept of friendship
in the book?

Friendship is portrayed as a vital support system for Adam, showcasing how
true companionship transcends physical abilities and focuses on emotional
connections.

What challenges does Adam face throughout the story?

Adam faces challenges related to his blindness, societal perceptions, and his
personal journey of acceptance and understanding within his community.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Sees
Behind Trees'?

The natural setting plays a crucial role, as it reflects Adam's internal
journey and provides a backdrop for his exploration of identity and self-
awareness.

What message does 'Sees Behind Trees' convey about
perception and reality?

The book conveys that perception is subjective and that reality can be
understood in various ways, encouraging readers to appreciate different
perspectives and experiences.
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