subaru manual key not working

Subaru manual key not working can be a frustrating issue for many owners. When you rely
on your car’s key to access your vehicle or start your engine, encountering problems can
disrupt your daily routine. The Subaru brand is known for its durability and reliability, but
like any vehicle, issues can arise. In this article, we will explore the common reasons why
a Subaru manual key may not function properly, troubleshooting tips, and preventive
measures to avoid such problems in the future.

Understanding the Subaru Key System

Subaru vehicles typically come with two types of keys: traditional manual keys and key
fobs. The manual key is often used for unlocking doors and starting the engine, while the
key fob provides additional features like remote locking and unlocking, and alarm
activation. Knowing how these systems work can help in diagnosing issues when the
manual key stops functioning.

Types of Keys Used in Subaru Vehicles

1. Traditional Manual Key:
- A standard metal key that is cut to fit the ignition and door locks.
- No electronic components, purely mechanical.

2. Transponder Key:

- A key that contains a chip programmed to communicate with the vehicle’s ignition
system.

- Must be recognized by the car’s onboard computer to start the engine.

3. Smart Key:
- A key fob that allows for keyless entry and ignition.
- Uses proximity sensors to unlock doors and start the car without inserting the key.

Understanding the type of key you have will help narrow down the potential causes of the
issue.

Common Reasons Why a Subaru Manual Key is
Not Working

Several factors can contribute to a manual key not functioning properly. Here are some of
the most common reasons:



1. Key Damage or Wear

Over time, manual keys can become worn or damaged, leading to difficulties in unlocking
doors or starting the engine. Signs of damage include:

- Bent or broken key
- Worn-down teeth that no longer align with the lock
- Rust or corrosion on the key surface

2. Ignition Cylinder Issues

The ignition cylinder is a crucial component that allows the key to turn and start the
engine. If the ignition cylinder is faulty, the key may not turn. Symptoms of ignition
cylinder issues include:

- Difficulty inserting the key
- Key getting stuck in the ignition
- Ignition not turning even when the key is fully inserted

3. Lock Mechanism Problems

The door locks themselves can also develop issues. If the lock mechanism is jammed or
malfunctioning, the manual key may not work. Common causes include:

- Dirt or debris inside the lock
- Frozen locks in cold weather
- Broken internal components

4. Key Programming Issues

For vehicles that use transponder keys, programming issues can arise. If the key is not
properly programmed or has lost its programming, the vehicle will not recognize it. This
can happen due to:

- Replacing the key without proper programming
- Electrical issues in the vehicle
- Key damage affecting the transponder chip

5. Battery Issues in Key Fob (For Smart Keys)

While this primarily pertains to smart keys, it’s worth noting that a dead battery in the key
fob can prevent the manual key from functioning properly. If the smart key fails to
communicate with the vehicle, it may not unlock the doors or start the engine.



Troubleshooting Your Subaru Manual Key

If you find yourself in a situation where your Subaru manual key is not working, here are
some troubleshooting steps to consider:

1. Inspect the Key

Check the manual key for any obvious signs of damage or wear. If the key looks bent or
has significant wear on the teeth, consider getting a new key made.

2. Test the Lock Mechanism

Try using the key in different locks on the vehicle. If the key works in some locks but not
others, the issue may lie with the specific lock that is malfunctioning.

3. Examine the Ignition Cylinder

Inspect the ignition cylinder for any obstructions or visible damage. If the key is difficult to
insert or turn, there may be an issue with the ignition cylinder itself.

4. Check for Debris or Ice in Locks

If you live in a region with cold winters, ice can form inside the locks. Use a de-icing spray
or gently warm the key before inserting it to see if that resolves the issue.

5. Consult the Vehicle Manual

Refer to your Subaru owner’s manual for specific troubleshooting tips related to your
model. There may be unique features or issues that are documented.

6. Seek Professional Assistance

If you've gone through the troubleshooting steps and the key still isn’t working, it may be
time to seek help from a professional locksmith or a Subaru dealership. They can provide
deeper diagnostics and solutions.



Preventive Measures

To avoid future issues with your Subaru manual key, consider implementing the following
preventive measures:

1. Regular Key Maintenance

- Periodically inspect your key for signs of wear.
- Clean the key and ensure that it’s free of dirt and debris.

2. Avoid Extreme Conditions

- Protect your key from extreme temperatures and humidity.
- Do not expose it to water or other elements that could cause damage.

3. Use Proper Techniques

- Avoid using excessive force when inserting or turning the key.
- Ensure that you are using the correct key for your specific vehicle model.

4. Consider a Spare Key

- Having a spare key can save you from being locked out in case of key failure.
- Ensure that the spare key is properly programmed if it is a transponder key.

Conclusion

Dealing with a Subaru manual key not working can be a nuisance, but understanding the
potential causes and troubleshooting steps can help you resolve the issue quickly. Whether
it’s a simple key replacement, an issue with the ignition cylinder, or a problem with the
lock mechanism, addressing these concerns promptly can restore the functionality of your
key and get you back on the road. Regular maintenance and preventive measures can also
help ensure that you won’t face these problems in the future, allowing you to enjoy the
reliable performance that Subaru vehicles are known for.

Frequently Asked Questions



What should I do if my Subaru manual key is not
working?
First, check if the key is physically damaged or worn out. If it looks fine, try cleaning the

key and the ignition slot. If it still doesn’t work, you may need to have the key
reprogrammed or replaced.

Could a dead battery in my key fob affect my manual
key's operation?

No, a dead battery in your key fob won't affect the manual key's operation, as the manual
key operates independently of the fob. However, if you rely on the fob to unlock doors, you
might be misled into thinking the manual key is the issue.

Is it possible for the ignition cylinder to be the problem
if the manual key isn't working?

Yes, if your manual key is not working, the issue may lie with the ignition cylinder itself. It
could be worn out or damaged, preventing the key from turning. A professional inspection
might be necessary.

Can I fix my Subaru manual key myself, or should I see
a professional?

If the issue is minor, such as dirt in the ignition slot or a key that needs cleaning, you can
try fixing it yourself. However, for more complex issues, like programming or ignition
cylinder problems, it's advisable to consult a professional locksmith or Subaru dealer.

What are common signs that my Subaru manual key is
failing?
Common signs include difficulty inserting the key, the key getting stuck in the ignition, or

the key not turning at all. If you experience these issues, it may be time to inspect or
replace your key.

Are there any specific maintenance tips to prevent
manual key issues in my Subaru?

To prevent key issues, regularly clean the key and ignition slot, avoid using excessive force
when inserting or turning the key, and consider keeping a spare key in case of
emergencies.
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