
submit science fiction short stories

Submit science fiction short stories can be an exciting yet daunting task for
aspiring authors. The journey from penning your creative ideas to getting
published can feel overwhelming, particularly in the vast universe of science
fiction. However, understanding the submission process, knowing where to send
your work, and familiarizing yourself with the expectations of editors can
significantly enhance your chances of success. This article will guide you
through the essential steps to submit your science fiction short stories
effectively.

The Importance of Submitting Science Fiction
Short Stories

Submitting your science fiction short stories is not just about seeking
publication; it’s about sharing your unique voice and ideas with a broader
audience. The science fiction genre offers a platform to explore complex
themes, push the boundaries of imagination, and reflect on societal issues.
Here are a few reasons why submitting your work is vital:

Gain Exposure: Getting your stories published can help you reach a wider
audience, allowing readers to discover your work.

Build Credibility: Being published can enhance your reputation as a
writer and open doors for future opportunities.

Connect with Other Writers: The submission process often leads to
networking opportunities with other authors and industry professionals.

Receive Feedback: Submitting your work can provide valuable insights
from editors and readers, helping you improve your writing skills.

Understanding the Submission Process

The submission process for science fiction short stories can vary depending
on the publication you are targeting. Here are some general steps to follow:

1. Research Publications

Before submitting, it's crucial to identify suitable publications that align
with your story's themes and style. Consider the following:

Literary Magazines: Look for magazines that specialize in speculative
fiction, such as "Asimov's Science Fiction" or "Clarkesworld."

Anthologies: Many publishers release themed anthologies and are often



open to submissions.

Online Journals: Websites like "Strange Horizons" or "Tor.com"
frequently accept short fiction.

Contests: Some contests offer publication and cash prizes, providing a
great platform for new writers.

2. Read Submission Guidelines

Once you’ve identified potential publications, carefully read their
submission guidelines. Each publication has specific requirements regarding:

Word count limits

Formatting preferences

Submission method (e.g., email, online portal)

Response times

Failing to adhere to these guidelines can result in immediate rejection, so
it's important to follow them closely.

3. Prepare Your Manuscript

Your manuscript should be polished and professionally presented. Consider the
following tips:

Formatting: Use standard manuscript formatting: 12-point Times New Roman
font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.

Proofreading: Ensure your story is free of grammatical errors and typos.
Consider hiring a professional editor or seeking feedback from beta
readers.

Cover Letter: Write a brief cover letter that includes your name,
contact information, and a short synopsis of your story. Mention any
relevant publishing credits, if applicable.

Tips for Successful Submissions

Submitting your science fiction short stories can be a competitive endeavor.
Here are some tips to enhance your chances of acceptance:



1. Write a Strong Opening

The first few lines of your story are critical. They should grab the reader's
attention and make them want to read more. Consider starting with a
compelling action, a provocative question, or an intriguing character.

2. Embrace Originality

Science fiction is a genre that thrives on originality. While it’s okay to
draw inspiration from existing works, strive to create unique concepts and
perspectives. Avoid clichés and common tropes that may make your story feel
derivative.

3. Tailor Your Submissions

Avoid the “one-size-fits-all” approach to submissions. Tailor your story to
fit the style and themes of each publication. This can significantly improve
your chances of acceptance.

4. Be Persistent

Rejection is a natural part of the submission process. Even well-known
authors face numerous rejections before finding success. If your story is
rejected, consider the feedback (if provided) and don’t hesitate to submit
your work elsewhere.

5. Keep Track of Submissions

Maintaining an organized record of your submissions is essential. Consider
using a spreadsheet to track:

Publication name

Date of submission

Status (accepted, rejected, pending)

Any feedback received

This will help you stay on top of your submissions and plan your next steps
accordingly.

Where to Submit Science Fiction Short Stories

With countless opportunities for publication, knowing where to submit your



stories can be beneficial. Here’s a curated list of well-regarded
publications in the science fiction genre:

1. Professional Magazines

- Asimov's Science Fiction: A leading magazine in the genre known for high-
quality stories.
- Analog Science Fiction and Fact: Focuses on stories with strong scientific
elements.

2. Online Platforms

- Clarkesworld Magazine: An award-winning online magazine with a broad
readership.
- Tor.com: A prominent website that publishes original short fiction and
essays.

3. Anthologies and Contests

- The Year's Best Science Fiction Series: A prestigious anthology that
collects the best stories each year.
- The Writers of the Future Contest: A well-known contest with significant
prizes and publishing opportunities.

Conclusion

Submitting science fiction short stories can be a rewarding experience that
opens doors to new opportunities and connections in the literary world. By
understanding the submission process, researching potential publications, and
refining your writing, you can increase your chances of success. Remember
that persistence is key, and each submission brings you one step closer to
sharing your imaginative tales with the world. Embrace the journey, learn
from the experiences, and keep writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements to include when submitting
a science fiction short story?

Key elements include a compelling premise, well-developed characters, a clear
plot structure, and imaginative world-building. It's also important to follow
the submission guidelines of the publication you are targeting.

Are there specific themes in science fiction that are



currently trending for short story submissions?

Yes, themes such as climate change, artificial intelligence, space
exploration, and dystopian futures are currently trending. However, unique
and original spins on these themes can help your story stand out.

How important is it to research the publication
before submitting a science fiction short story?

Researching the publication is crucial. Understanding their style, preferred
themes, and submission guidelines can significantly increase your chances of
acceptance.

What are common mistakes to avoid when submitting
science fiction short stories?

Common mistakes include failing to follow submission guidelines, submitting
stories that are too long or too short, and not proofreading for grammar or
spelling errors. Additionally, avoid clichés and overused tropes.

How can I find reputable publications to submit my
science fiction short stories?

You can find reputable publications by checking writer's resources like
Duotrope, The Submission Grinder, or genre-specific forums. Reading
anthologies and magazines can also help you identify where to submit.

What role does feedback play in writing and
submitting science fiction short stories?

Feedback is essential for improving your writing. Sharing your work with
critique groups or beta readers can provide valuable insights, helping you
refine your story before submission.
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