
success is counted sweetest poem
Success is counted sweetest is a profound poem written by Emily Dickinson, an American poet
known for her unique style and introspective themes. This poem reflects on the nature of success and
the human experience of longing for what is often just out of reach. Dickinson's work is characterized
by its innovative use of form, syntax, and imagery, which invites readers to delve deeply into the
emotional undertones of her verses. In this article, we explore the themes, structure, and significance
of "Success is counted sweetest," offering a comprehensive analysis of this compelling piece.

Background of Emily Dickinson

Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) was a prolific poet whose work gained recognition posthumously. Living
much of her life in isolation, Dickinson crafted nearly 1,800 poems, although only a handful were
published during her lifetime. Her poetry often grapples with themes of death, immortality, nature,
and the inner workings of the mind and spirit. Dickinson's distinctive style, marked by slant rhyme,
unconventional punctuation, and capitalization, set her apart from her contemporaries.

Overview of the Poem

"Success is counted sweetest" is a short poem consisting of 12 lines divided into three quatrains. The
poem is written in a lyrical style, employing simple yet evocative language. At first glance, Dickinson's
assertion that success is sweetest when it is most elusive seems paradoxical. However, the poem
invites readers to reflect on the deeper meanings of success and the human condition, suggesting
that true understanding and appreciation of success come from the experience of failure.

Theme of Success

The central theme of the poem revolves around the concept of success and its relationship to desire
and experience. Dickinson posits that:

1. Success is best appreciated in the absence of it: The poem suggests that those who have never
tasted success can understand its value more profoundly than those who have experienced it. This
implies that success is often taken for granted by those who achieve it easily.

2. The pain of longing: The poem highlights the notion that the struggle to attain success can intensify
one's appreciation for it. Those who strive and fail have a deeper sense of what success means, as
they are acutely aware of their desires and the barriers that stand in their way.

Imagery and Symbolism

Dickinson employs rich imagery and symbolism to convey her message effectively. Some key



elements include:

- The "Defeated": Dickinson refers to those who have failed, emphasizing their understanding of
success. The defeated are portrayed as having a unique perspective that enables them to grasp the
essence of success more profoundly.

- The "Victory": The poem contrasts the concept of victory with the experience of defeat. Dickinson
suggests that victory is often hollow for those who achieve it without struggle.

- The "Siren": The siren represents the allure of success, drawing individuals toward it. However, the
siren's song may also serve as a reminder of the unattainable nature of success for some.

Structure and Form

"Success is counted sweetest" is structured in a way that complements its themes. The poem consists
of three quatrains, each with a consistent ABAB rhyme scheme. This structure reinforces the rhythmic
quality of the poem while allowing for a sense of progression in thought. The use of enjambment
throughout the poem creates a fluidity that mirrors the speaker's contemplative nature.

Analysis of Each Quatrain

To gain a deeper understanding of the poem, let's analyze each quatrain in detail.

First Quatrain
The opening lines introduce the central idea that success is most appreciated by those who do not
possess it. Dickinson writes:

"Success is counted sweetest
By those who ne'er succeed."

Here, the poet establishes the paradox that success is most valued by those who have never
experienced it. The use of the word "sweetest" suggests that success is a rare and coveted treasure
for the unsuccessful.

Second Quatrain
In the second quatrain, Dickinson elaborates on the idea of longing and the nature of victory:

"To comprehend a nectar
Requires sorest need."

The imagery of "nectar" symbolizes the sweetness of success, while "sorest need" implies that one
must experience a deep yearning or desire to truly appreciate it. This idea resonates with the notion
that the value of success is amplified by the struggle to attain it.

Third Quatrain
The final quatrain introduces the idea of the defeated and their understanding of success:



"Not one of all the purple
And gold that is the crown."

Here, Dickinson suggests that the crown, a symbol of victory, holds little meaning for those who have
not fought for it. The colors "purple" and "gold" evoke images of royalty and wealth, yet they are
juxtaposed with the experience of defeat, reinforcing the theme that success, when easily won, lacks
true significance.

Significance and Interpretation

"Success is counted sweetest" is a timeless meditation on the nature of achievement and human
desire. Its exploration of success as a concept that is intertwined with struggle and longing resonates
across various contexts, including personal, professional, and societal realms. The poem prompts
readers to consider:

1. The relativity of success: What constitutes success is subjective, varying from person to person.
The poem encourages individuals to reflect on their own definitions of success and the efforts they
are willing to invest to achieve it.

2. The value of struggle: Dickinson’s work emphasizes that the journey toward success is often more
valuable than the destination itself. The lessons learned through failure and perseverance shape
character and enhance appreciation for success.

3. The human experience of desire: The poem captures the essence of human longing, suggesting
that desires often drive individuals to pursue their goals. This longing can serve as a powerful
motivator, fueling ambition and personal growth.

Conclusion

Emily Dickinson's "Success is counted sweetest" remains a poignant exploration of the complexities
surrounding success and the human experience. Through its rich imagery, paradoxical assertions, and
introspective tone, the poem invites readers to reflect on their own relationship with success and
failure. As we navigate our paths in life, Dickinson's insights remind us that true appreciation for
success often arises from the depths of longing and the challenges we face along the way. In a world
where achievement is frequently celebrated, "Success is counted sweetest" serves as a timeless
reminder of the value inherent in the pursuit of our dreams.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the poem 'Success is Counted
Sweetest'?
The main theme of the poem is the idea that true appreciation for success comes from understanding
failure. It suggests that those who have not achieved success value it more deeply.



Who is the author of 'Success is Counted Sweetest'?
The poem 'Success is Counted Sweetest' was written by Emily Dickinson, an American poet known for
her unique style and themes of nature, death, and immortality.

How does Dickinson use imagery in 'Success is Counted
Sweetest'?
Dickinson employs vivid imagery to convey the emotions tied to success and failure, contrasting the
experiences of those who achieve success with those who only observe it from a distance.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Success is Counted
Sweetest'?
The poem features several literary devices, including metaphor, alliteration, and paradox, which
enhance its exploration of the relationship between success and failure.

What does the poem suggest about the relationship between
success and failure?
The poem suggests that failure enhances the value of success, as those who have struggled and
failed are more capable of appreciating what success truly means.

In what way does the structure of 'Success is Counted
Sweetest' contribute to its meaning?
The structure of the poem, with its short lines and stanzas, reflects the concise and poignant nature of
Dickinson's thoughts on success and emphasizes the emotional weight of the subject matter.

What is the significance of the title 'Success is Counted
Sweetest'?
The title signifies that success is most appreciated by those who have not attained it, highlighting the
bittersweet nature of achievement and the depth of longing felt by those who have experienced loss
or failure.
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