SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT

SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT HOLDS A SIGNIFICANT PLACE IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRICAL HISTORY AS ONE OF THE
MOST RENOWNED PLAYS WRITTEN BY RAY LAWLER. THIS CLASSIC DRAMA, FIRST PERFORMED IN 1955, REVOLUTIONIZED
AUSTRALIAN THEATRE BY PORTRAYING RELATABLE, AUTHENTIC CHARACTERS AND DOMESTIC THEMES THAT RESONATED WITH
LOCAL AUDIENCES. THE SCRIPT CAPTURES THE COMPLEXITIES OF FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, AND CHANGE OVER TIME, SET AGAINST THE
BACKDROP OF WORKING-CLASS LIFE AND SEASONAL SUGAR CANE CUTTERS. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF THE SUMMER OF
THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACTORS, DIRECTORS, AND SCHOLARS AIMING TO APPRECIATE ITS CULTURAL
AND DRAMATIC IMPACT. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND, STRUCTURE, THEMES, AND CHARACTERS OF THE SCRIPT,
ALONG WITH ITS SIGNIFICANCE AND ADAPTATIONS, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THIS ICONIC WORK. THE DETAILED
EXAMINATION ALSO INCLUDES INSIGHTS INTO THE LANGUAGE, SETTING, AND LITERARY DEVICES EMPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE
PLAY.
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BACKGROUND AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE SUMMER OF THE
SEVENTEENTH DoLL ScrIPT

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT EMERGED DURING A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRE HISTORY,
MARKING A DEPARTURE FROM IMPORTED BRITISH PLAYS AND MELODRAMAS TOWARDS A DISTINCTLY AUSTRALIAN VOICE.
W/RITTEN BY RAY LAWLER, THE PLAY WAS FIRST STAGED IN 1955 AND IS CREDITED WITH HELPING TO ESTABLISH AN
AUTHENTIC AUSTRALIAN THEATRICAL IDENTITY. THE SCRIPT REFLECTS POST-WAR AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY, PARTICULARLY
HIGHLIGHTING THE LIVES OF ITINERANT \WORKERS AND THE CHANGING SOCIAL LANDSCAPE. THE PLAY’S SETTING IN THE SUGAR
CANE FIELDS OF QUEENSLAND AND MELBOURNE SUBURBS BRINGS TO LIFE THE UNIQUE CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT OF
MID-20TH-CENTURY AUSTRALIA. THIS CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPT’S ENDURING RELEVANCE AND ITS
IMPACT ON NATIONAL THEATRE.

RAY LAWLER’s CONTRIBUTION

RAY LAWLER’S CONTRIBUTION THROUGH THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT WAS GROUNDBREAKING. HIS ABILITY
TO CAPTURE THE EVERYDAY STRUGGLES AND ASPIRATIONS OF ORDINARY AUSTRALIANS PROVIDED A FRESH PERSPECTIVE IN
DRAMA. THE SCRIPT’S NATURALISTIC DIALOGUE AND FOCUS ON CHARACTER-DRIVEN STORYTELLING INTRODUCED NEW
STANDARDS FOR AUSTRALIAN PLAYWRITING, INFLUENCING GENERATIONS OF PLAYWRIGHTS AND THEATRE PRACTITIONERS.

SociAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES

THE SCRIPT REFLECTS SEVERAL SOCIAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES, INCLUDING THE POST-WAR AUSTRALIAN WORKING CLASS
AND THE ITINERANT LIFESTYLE OF CANE CUTTERS. |IT ALSO ADDRESSES THEMES OF CHANGE, NOSTALGIA, AND THE PASSAGE OF
TIME, MIRRORING BROADER SOCIETAL SHIFTS. THE USE OF AUSTRALIAN VERNACULAR IN THE DIALOGUE FURTHER EMPHASIZES THE



SCRIPT’S CULTURAL AUTHENTICITY.

PLoT OVERVIEW AND STRUCTURE

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT IS STRUCTURED IN THREE ACTS, UNFOLDING OVER A SINGLE SUMMER IN THE LIVES
OF TWO CANE CUTTERS, Roo AND BARNEY, AND THE WOMEN WHO AWAIT THEM, OLIVE AND NANCY. THE NARRATIVE CENTERS
AROUND THE SEVENTEENTH CONSECUTIVE SUMMER THAT THE MEN SPEND WITH OLIVE/ DURING WHICH THEY PRESENT HER WITH A
DOLL AS A SYMBOL OF THEIR ONGOING RELATIONSHIP. THE PLOT EXPLORES THE TENSIONS AND TRANSFORMATIONS WITHIN THESE
RELATIONSHIPS, REVEALING UNDERLYING CONFLICTS AND EMOTIONAL COMPLEXITIES.

ACT BREAKDOWN

e AcT ONE: INTRODUCTION OF CHARACTERS AND SETTING, ESTABLISHING THE ANNUAL TRADITION AND RELATIONSHIPS.
e ACT Two: RISING TENSIONS AND THE REVELATION OF CHANGES IN THE MEN’S LIVES AND ATTITUDES.

® ACT THREE: RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTS, CONFRONTING THE REALITY OF CHANGE AND LOSS.

Key PLoT PoINTS

THE SCRIPT’S PLOT REVOLVES AROUND KEY MOMENTS SUCH AS THE ARRIVAL OF THE MEN, THE PRESENTATION OF THE DOLL,
OLIVE’S STRUGGLE WITH THE CHANGING DYNAMICS, AND THE ULTIMATE CONFRONTATION WITH THE IMPERMANENCE OF THE PAST.
THESE MOMENTS DRIVE THE EMOTIONAL CORE OF THE PLAY AND HIGHLIGHT THE THEMES OF DISILLUSIONMENT AND THE PASSAGE
OF TIME.

MAIN CHARACTERS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT FEATURES A SMALL BUT COMPLEX CAST OF CHARACTERS WHOSE INTERACTIONS
AND DEVELOPMENT FORM THE HEART OF THE DRAMA. EACH CHARACTER EMBODIES DISTINCT TRAITS AND PERSPECTIVES THAT
CONTRIBUTE TO THE NARRATIVE’S DEPTH AND REALISM.

OLive

OLIVE IS THE CENTRAL FEMALE CHARACTER, REPRESENTING LOYALTY, HOPE, AND THE STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN A FADING IDEAL.
THROUGHOUT THE SCRIPT, HER EMOTIONAL JOURNEY REFLECTS THE TENSION BETWEEN PAST TRADITIONS AND PRESENT REALITIES.

Roo AND BARNEY

Roo AND BARNEY ARE THE ITINERANT CANE CUTTERS WHOSE ANNUAL VISITS FORM THE BASIS OF THE STORY. THEIR
CHARACTERS SHOWCASE THEMES OF AGING, RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE CHALLENGE OF ADAPTING TO CHANGE. Roo’s PHYSICAL
DECLINE AND BARNEY’S GROWING MATURITY OFFER CONTRASTING RESPONSES TO THE EVOLVING CIRCUMSTANCES.

NANCY

NANCY SERVES AS A FOIL TO OLIVE, HIGHLIGHTING ALTERNATIVE ATTITUDES TOWARDS RELATIONSHIPS AND INDEPENDENCE. HER



INTERACTIONS WITH THE MALE CHARACTERS ADD COMPLEXITY TO THE PLAY’S EXPLORATION OF GENDER ROLES AND SOCIAL
EXPECTATIONS.

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM IN THE SCRIPT

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT IS RICH WITH THEMES AND SYMBOLISM THAT ENHANCE ITS DRAMATIC IMPACT
AND INTERPRETIVE POSSIBILITIES. UNDERSTANDING THESE ELEMENTS PROVIDES DEEPER INSIGHT INTO THE PLAY’S MESSAGE AND
ARTISTIC SUCCESS.

Key THEMEs

o CHANGE AND IMPERMANENCE: CENTRAL TO THE SCRIPT IS THE RECOGNITION THAT TIME ALTERS RELATIONSHIPS AND
INDIVIDUALS.

* NOSTALGIA AND MEMORY: THE DOLL SYMBOLIZES THE IDEALIZED PAST AND THE CHARACTERS’ ATTACHMENT TO
TRADITION.

® |DENTITY AND MASCULINITY: THE PLAY EXAMINES MALE ROLES WITHIN SOCIETY AND PERSONAL IDENTITY CRISES.

o SoclAL CLASS AND LIFESTYLE: THE CONTRAST BETWEEN WORKING-CLASS ITINERANTS AND SETTLED URBAN LIFE IS
PIVOTAL.

SyMBOLISM OF THE DoLL

THE DOLL, PRESENTED EACH SUMMER BY THE MEN TO OLIVE, OPERATES AS A POTENT SYMBOL WITHIN THE SCRIPT. IT
REPRESENTS INNOCENCE, THE PASSAGE OF TIME, AND THE FRAGILE NATURE OF THE CHARACTERS’ RELATIONSHIPS. THE
SEVENTEENTH DOLL, IN PARTICULAR, MARKS A CRITICAL JUNCTURE, SYMBOLIZING THE BREAKING POINT OF OLD TRADITIONS AND
THE INEVITABILITY OF CHANGE.

LANGUAGE, DIALOGUE, AND STYLE

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT IS DISTINGUISHED BY ITS NATURALISTIC LANGUAGE AND AUTHENTIC DIALOGUE,
WHICH CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO ITS REALISM AND EMOTIONAL RESONANCE. THE CONVERSATIONAL STYLE REFLECTS
EVERYDAY SPEECH PATTERNS OF THE TIME AND REGION, MAKING THE CHARACTERS RELATABLE AND BELIEVABLE.

Use oF AUSTRALIAN VERNACULAR

L AWLER’S INCORPORATION OF AUSTRALIAN SLANG AND IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS GROUNDS THE SCRIPT IN ITS CULTURAL
CONTEXT. THIS LINGUISTIC CHOICE ENHANCES THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE CHARACTERS AND SETTING, PROVIDING AUDIENCES
WITH AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE IN THE 1950s.

DrRAMATIC TECHNIQUES

THE SCRIPT EMPLOYS VARIOUS DRAMATIC TECHNIQUES SUCH AS SUBTEXT, PAUSES, AND TENSION-BUILDING THROUGH
DIALOGUE. THESE ELEMENTS CREATE DEPTH IN CHARACTER INTERACTIONS AND MAINTAIN AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT. THE BALANCE
BETWEEN HUMOR AND PATHOS IS CAREFULLY CRAFTED TO REFLECT THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE CHARACTERS’ LIVES.



PERFORMANCE AND ADAPTATIONS

SINCE ITS PREMIERE, THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT HAS BEEN WIDELY PERFORMED AND ADAPTED, SOLIDIFYING
ITS STATUS AS A CLASSIC OF AUSTRALIAN THEATRE. | TS PERFORMANCE HISTORY ILLUSTRATES THE SCRIPT’S ADAPTABILITY
AND ONGOING RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCES.

THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

THE PLAY HAS BEEN STAGED BY NUMEROUS THEATRE COMPANIES ACROSS AUSTRALIA AND INTERNATIONALLY, OFTEN PRAISED
FOR ITS COMPELLING CHARACTERS AND EVOCATIVE SETTING. DIRECTORS FREQUENTLY EMPHASIZE THE EMOTIONAL INTENSITY AND
CULTURAL SPECIFICITY EMBEDDED IN THE SCRIPT.

FiLM AND TELEVISION ADAPTATIONS

IN ADDITION TO STAGE PRODUCTIONS, THE SCRIPT HAS BEEN ADAPTED FOR FILM AND TELEVISION, BRINGING THE STORY TO
BROADER AUDIENCES. THESE ADAPTATIONS INTERPRET THE SCRIPT’S THEMES THROUGH VISUAL STORYTELLING WHILE
MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF LAWLER’S ORIGINAL WORK.

EbucATIONAL IMPORTANCE

THE SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL SCRIPT IS A STAPLE IN ACADEMIC CURRICULA, STUDIED EXTENSIVELY FOR ITS LITERARY,
CULTURAL, AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. |T OFFERS VALUABLE MATERIAL FOR ANALYSIS IN AREAS SUCH AS DRAMATIC
STRUCTURE, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND AUSTRALIAN CULTURAL IDENTITY.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ‘SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’ SCRIPT ABOUT?

THE SCRIPT OF ‘SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL’ TELLS THE STORY OF TWO CANE CUTTERS, Roo AND BAENEY, WHO
REUNITE EVERY SUMMER WITH THEIR PARTNERS, OLIVE AND NANCY, IN MELBOURNE. |T EXPLORES THEMES OF CHANGE, AGING, AND
THE END OF AN ERA, HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLES OF MAINTAINING RELATIONSHIPS AND TRADITIONS.

\WHO WROTE THE ‘SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’ ScrIPT?

THE SCRIPT WAS WRITTEN BY AUSTRALIAN PLAYWRIGHT RAY LAWLER, FIRST PERFORMED IN 1955.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE ‘'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL'?

THE TITLE REFERS TO THE SEVENTEENTH CONSECUTIVE SUMMER THAT THE TWO CANE CUTTERS HAVE SPENT WITH THEIR
PARTNERS, EACH WOMAN RECEIVING A SPECIAL DOLL AS A GIFT EVERY YEAR, SYMBOLIZING THE PASSING OF TIME AND THE
FRAGILITY OF THEIR TRADITION.

\WHERE CAN | FIND THE FULL SCRIPT OF 'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL'?

THE FULL SCRIPT CAN BE FOUND IN PUBLISHED PLAY ANTHOLOGIES, LIBRARIES, OR PURCHASED ONLINE THROUGH BOOKSTORES OR
SCRIPT PUBLISHERS SPECIALIZING IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRE.



\W/HAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES PRESENTED IN THE 'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’
SCRIPT?

MAJOR THEMES INCLUDE THE PASSAGE OF TIME, THE CLASH BETWEEN REALITY AND ILLUSION, THE DECLINE OF TRADITIONAL
LIFESTYLES, FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, AND THE INEVITABILITY OF CHANGE.

How IS THE SETTING DESCRIBED IN THE ‘'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’ SCRIPT?

THE PLAY IS SET PRIMARILY IN A MODEST MELBOURNE TERRACE HOUSE DURING THE SUMMER, REFLECTING AN INTIMATE AND
DOMESTIC ATMOSPHERE THAT CONTRASTS WITH THE OUTDOOR WORK LIFE OF THE CANE CUTTERS.

HAS THE ‘'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL’ SCRIPT BEEN ADAPTED INTO OTHER
FORMATS?

YES, IT HAS BEEN ADAPTED INTO FILMS, TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS, AND RADIO PLAYS, HELPING TO CEMENT ITS PLACE AS A
CLASSIC OF AUSTRALIAN DRAMA.

\WHAT MAKES THE DIALOGUE IN THE ‘SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’ SCRIPT
NOTABLE?

THE DIALOGUE IS NOTED FOR ITS NATURALISTIC STYLE AND AUTHENTIC AUSTRALIAN VERNACULAR, WHICH WAS
GROUNDBREAKING AT THE TIME OF ITS WRITING AND HELPED ESTABLISH A DISTINCT AUSTRALIAN VOICE IN THEATRE.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE PRODUCTIONS OF 'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL’ THAT
USED THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT?

MANY ACCLAIMED PRODUCTIONS HAVE USED THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT SINCE ITS PREMIERE IN ]955, INCLUDING THE LANDMARK
1956 PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTION IN MELBOURNE AND VARIOUS REVIVALS IN AUSTRALIA AND INTERNATIONALLY.

WHY IS 'SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL’ CONSIDERED AN IMPORTANT AUSTRALIAN
PLAY?

[T IS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN PLAYS TO GAIN INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION,
PORTRAYING AUTHENTIC AUSTRALIAN CHARACTERS AND SOCIAL ISSUES, AND MARKING A TURNING POINT IN AUSTRALIAN
THEATRE HISTORY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SumMMer OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL BY RAY LAWLER

THIS IS THE ORIGINAL PLAY THAT REVOLUTIONIZED AUSTRALIAN THEATRE. |T TELLS THE STORY OF TWO CANE CUTTERS, Roo
AND BARNEY, WHO ANNUALLY REUNITE WITH THEIR PARTNERS, OLIVE AND NANCY, IN MELBOURNE FOR A SUMMER OF
CAMARADERIE AND ROMANCE. THE PLAY EXPLORES THEMES OF CHANGE, AGING, AND THE HARSH REALITIES BEHIND NOSTALGIC
TRADITIONS. |T IS CELEBRATED FOR ITS AUTHENTIC PORTRAYAL OF AUSTRALIAN WORKING-CLASS LIFE IN THE 1950s.

2. AUSTRALIAN DRAMA: A HisTorICAL AND CRITICAL SURVEY BY LESLIE REES

LESLIE REES PROVIDES AN EXTENSIVE OVERVIEW OF AUSTRALIAN DRAMA, INCLUDING A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF “SUMMER OF
THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL.” THIS BOOK PLACES LAWLERS WORK WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF AUSTRALIAN THEATRE
HISTORY AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL TEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE DEVELOPMENT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF
AUSTRALIAN PLAYS IN THE 20TH CENTURY.

3. STAGES oF LiFE: AUSTRALIAN DRAMA AND SOCIETY BY KATHARINE BRISBANE
BRISBANE EXPLORES HOW AUSTRALIAN PLAYS LIKE “SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL” REFLECT AND INFLUENCE SOCIAL
CHANGES. THE BOOK DISCUSSES THE INTERSECTION OF DRAMA WITH ISSUES SUCH AS CLASS, GENDER, AND NATIONAL IDENTITY.



[T OFFERS INSIGHTFUL COMMENTARY ON HOW THEATRE HAS SHAPED AUSTRALIAN CULTURAL NARRATIVES.

4. THEATRE AND NATIONAL IDENTITY IN AUSTRALIA BY PHILIP PARSONS

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ROLE OF THEATRE IN SHAPING AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL IDENTITY, WITH A FOCUS ON LANDMARK
PLAYS INCLUDING LAWLER’S MASTERPIECE. PARSONS ANALYZES HOW “SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL” CHALLENGED
IMPORTED THEATRICAL STYLES AND PRESENTED AUTHENTIC AUSTRALIAN VOICES. |T IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE PLAY.

5. PERFORMING THE AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPE: DRAMA AND IDENTITY BY JANE W/ OOLLARD

X/ OOLLARD EXAMINES HOW AUSTRALIAN DRAMA USES THE LANDSCAPE AS A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF IDENTITY, HIGHLIGHTING
WORKS SUCH AS “SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL.” THE BOOK DISCUSSES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SETTING,
CHARACTER, AND THEME IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRE. |T PROVIDES A NUANCED LOOK AT HOW PLACE INFLUENCES STORYTELLING IN
LAWLER’S PLAY.

6. RAY LAWLER: A STUDY OF THE PLAYWRIGHT AND His Work BY PETER FITZPATRICK

THIS BIOGRAPHY AND CRITICAL STUDY FOCUSES ON RAY LAWLER’S LIFE AND MAJOR WORKS, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON “SUMMER
OF THE SEVENTEENTH DoLL.” FITZPATRICK EXPLORES LAWLER’S INFLUENCES, WRITING PROCESS, AND THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF
HIS PLAYS. THE BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PLAYWRIGHT’S CONTRIBUTION TO AUSTRALIAN
THEATRE.

7. AUSTRALIAN PLAYS For THE 2 15T CENTURY EDITED BY MICHAEL Gow

THIS ANTHOLOGY INCLUDES CONTEMPORARY AUSTRALIAN PLAYS ALONGSIDE CLASSICS LIKE “SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH
DoLL.” IT DISCUSSES THE EVOLUTION OF THEMES AND STYLES IN AUSTRALIAN DRAMA. THE BOOK IS USEFUL FOR READERS
INTERESTED IN THE CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRICAL TRADITIONS.

8. WomMen IN AUSTRALIAN DRAMA: VVOICES FROM THE MARGIN BY BRENDA NIALL

NIALL’S WORK FOCUSES ON THE REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN AUSTRALIAN THEATRE, INCLUDING CHARACTERS LIKE OLIVE AND
NANCY IN “SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL.” THE BOOK ANALYZES GENDER ROLES AND FEMALE AGENCY WITHIN THE PLAY
AND BEYOND. |T PROVIDES A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE ON AUSTRALIAN DRAMATIC LITERATURE.

9. MemorY AND MYTH IN AUSTRALIAN DRAMA BY FELICITY COLLINS

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES HOW AUSTRALIAN PLAYS USE MEMORY AND MYTH-MAKING TO CONSTRUCT CULTURAL NARRATIVES.
“SUMMER OF THE SEVENTEENTH DOLL” IS EXAMINED FOR ITS PORTRAYAL OF NOSTALGIA AND THE TENSIONS BETWEEN PAST AND
PRESENT. COLLINS OFFERS A CRITICAL LENS FOR INTERPRETING THE SYMBOLIC LAYERS IN LAWLER’S WORK.
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