
super mario 64 strategy guide

super mario 64 strategy guide offers an essential roadmap for players seeking to
master one of the most iconic and groundbreaking 3D platformers in gaming history. This
comprehensive article covers effective techniques, level walkthroughs, star collection tips,
and boss battle strategies to help players progress efficiently through the game. Whether
navigating the sprawling worlds of Peach’s Castle or tackling the challenging courses
within, understanding the mechanics and secrets of Super Mario 64 is critical for success.
This guide also delves into advanced moves and hidden collectibles that separate casual
players from experts. By following this detailed strategy guide, players can optimize their
gameplay, unlock all stars, and enjoy a rewarding experience with Super Mario 64. Below is
a clear outline of the key sections covered in this article.

Game Basics and Controls

Level Walkthroughs and Star Locations

Advanced Techniques and Movement Strategies

Boss Battles and Key Challenges

Hidden Secrets and Collectibles

Game Basics and Controls
Understanding the foundational elements of Super Mario 64 is crucial for navigating its 3D
environments effectively. This section covers the essential controls, game mechanics, and
interface features that players need to master before advancing through the levels.

Core Controls Overview
Super Mario 64 uses a combination of analog stick movements and button presses to
control Mario’s actions. Key controls include walking, running, jumping, and camera
manipulation. Mastering these controls ensures smooth traversal and improves precision in
platforming challenges.

Analog Stick: Controls Mario’s movement direction and speed.

A Button: Primary jump button, with variations including long jumps and wall jumps.

B Button: Used for punching and kicking attacks.

C Buttons: Adjust the camera angle to improve visibility of the environment.



Z Button: Executes the crouch and ground pound moves.

Health and Lives System
Mario’s health is represented by a series of hearts, which deplete when taking damage from
enemies or environmental hazards. Players must collect coins and power-ups to maintain
health and extra lives, enabling sustained progression through difficult areas.

Level Walkthroughs and Star Locations
Super Mario 64 features diverse levels within Peach’s Castle, each containing multiple stars
that players must collect to unlock new areas. This section provides detailed walkthroughs
and strategies for obtaining stars efficiently.

Bob-omb Battlefield
Bob-omb Battlefield is the first level encountered and serves as an introduction to the
game’s mechanics. Key stars include defeating King Bob-omb and collecting coins in
various locations. Prioritizing easier stars here builds confidence for more complex
challenges.

Whomp’s Fortress
Whomp’s Fortress offers a mix of platforming and combat challenges. Stars are earned by
defeating the Whomp King, navigating tricky platforms, and solving environmental puzzles.
Careful timing and precision jumps are essential for success.

Additional Level Highlights
Other levels such as Cool, Cool Mountain and Dire, Dire Docks each present unique
environments and star objectives. Utilizing specific strategies tailored to each level’s
hazards and layout is important for efficient star collection.

Focus on stars that are easiest to reach first to build momentum.1.

Use warp points to skip backtracking when collecting multiple stars in one level.2.

Keep track of star requirements to plan an optimized route through Peach’s Castle.3.



Advanced Techniques and Movement Strategies
Beyond basic controls, Super Mario 64 offers advanced maneuvers that enhance mobility
and enable access to hidden areas. Mastering these moves is critical for speedrunning and
collecting all stars.

Triple Jump and Long Jump
The triple jump allows Mario to reach higher platforms by timing three consecutive jumps,
while the long jump propels him forward over large gaps. Both techniques require precise
input timing and are invaluable for traversing difficult terrain.

Wall Kicks and Ground Pounds
Wall kicks enable Mario to rebound off vertical surfaces to reach otherwise inaccessible
spots. The ground pound is useful for breaking objects or stunning enemies. Combining
these moves with camera adjustments improves overall navigation.

Camera Control Tips
Proper camera management is essential to maintain situational awareness. Using the C
buttons to adjust angles helps avoid blind jumps and better plan routes, especially in
complex or vertical levels.

Boss Battles and Key Challenges
Super Mario 64 features several boss encounters that serve as gatekeepers to new areas
and star rewards. This section outlines strategies to defeat these bosses efficiently and
minimize damage taken.

King Bob-omb
King Bob-omb is the first major boss and requires players to grab and throw him three
times onto the ground. Maintaining distance and timing grabs carefully prevents damage
and speeds up the battle.

Whomp King
The Whomp King battle involves dodging powerful ground pounds and striking when he
falls. Patience and pattern recognition are key to winning without losing health.



Bowser Battles
Bowser fights are the climax of the game and require mastery of jumping and throw
mechanics to hit Bowser onto bombs. Each encounter increases in difficulty, demanding
precise execution and timing.

Hidden Secrets and Collectibles
Super Mario 64 is renowned for its hidden secrets, including invisible stars, secret levels,
and rare power-ups. Exploring thoroughly and understanding secret triggers enhances the
gameplay experience and star count.

Invisible Stars and Secret Star Doors
Some stars only appear after completing specific conditions, such as ground pounding
hidden spots or collecting a certain number of coins. Learning these secrets is essential for
full completion.

Power-ups and 1-Up Mushrooms
Power-ups like the Wing Cap and Metal Cap grant Mario special abilities, while 1-Up
mushrooms provide extra lives. Locating these items can significantly ease challenging
sections.

Warp Zones and Shortcuts
Warp zones enable fast travel between areas in Peach’s Castle, saving time during star
collection. Identifying shortcuts and efficient paths reduces unnecessary backtracking and
optimizes gameplay flow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best strategies to collect all 120 stars in
Super Mario 64?
To collect all 120 stars efficiently, focus on mastering key moves like the triple jump, wall
kick, and long jump. Prioritize easier stars first, explore each course thoroughly, and use
warp courses to save time. Practice boss battles and remember to collect Power Stars that
unlock new areas.



How can I unlock the secret 120th star in Super Mario
64?
The 120th star is the Wing Cap star, which can be unlocked by collecting 100 Power Stars in
the game. Once unlocked, return to the castle's courtyard and jump into the cannon near
the staircase to access the Wing Cap stage.

What are some tips for defeating Bowser efficiently in
Super Mario 64?
To defeat Bowser, grab his tail using the grab button, spin him around, and throw him into
bombs located around the arena. Stay calm, avoid his attacks, and time your grabs
carefully. Practice makes perfect to reduce the number of hits needed.

Which Power Stars are required to access Bowser levels
in Super Mario 64?
You need 8 Power Stars to access the first Bowser level (Bowser in the Dark World), 30 stars
to access the second (Bowser in the Fire Sea), and 70 stars to access the final Bowser stage
(Bowser in the Sky). Collect stars by completing various courses and challenges.

Are there any glitches or tricks to speedrun Super
Mario 64?
Yes, speedrunners use glitches like the 'Backwards Long Jump' (BLJ) to bypass certain walls
and skip parts of the game. Other tricks include clipping through walls and optimized
movement techniques. These require practice and precise timing.

How do I efficiently navigate the underwater levels in
Super Mario 64?
Use the swim controls to maintain steady movement and avoid hazards. Collect air bubbles
or surface periodically to replenish oxygen. Practice controlling Mario underwater and
memorize enemy patterns to efficiently collect stars.

What is the best way to use the Cannon in Super Mario
64?
The cannon can be used to quickly reach distant areas or collect out-of-reach stars. Aim
carefully using the analog stick, adjust elevation by moving the cannon, and fire when the
target is aligned. Practice helps improve accuracy and timing.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Super Mario 64: The Ultimate Strategy Guide
This comprehensive guide dives deep into every level of Super Mario 64, offering detailed



walkthroughs and hidden secrets. Players can learn advanced techniques and find all 120
stars with ease. It’s perfect for both beginners and seasoned gamers looking to complete
the game 100%.

2. Super Mario 64 Speedrunning Secrets
Focused on speedrunning tactics, this book breaks down the most efficient routes and
glitches to shave seconds off your time. It includes tips from top players and analyzes
frame-perfect moves. Ideal for those aiming to compete or improve their speedrun records.

3. The Art of Super Mario 64: Strategy and Exploration
Combining beautiful artwork with strategic insights, this guide enhances the player’s
experience by highlighting level design and enemy behavior. It offers creative solutions to
tricky challenges and encourages exploration beyond the usual paths. Great for fans who
appreciate both aesthetics and gameplay depth.

4. Super Mario 64: Hidden Stars and Secret Tips
Discover the game’s best-kept secrets with this focused guide on finding every hidden star
and unlockable area. It provides step-by-step instructions and clever tricks to access off-
the-beaten-path locations. A must-have for completionists who want to uncover every
detail.

5. Jump Higher: Advanced Movement Techniques in Super Mario 64
This book specializes in movement mechanics, teaching players how to perfect jumps, wall
kicks, and long jumps to navigate levels more effectively. It explains the physics behind
Mario’s moves and how to exploit them for better performance. Essential reading for
players looking to improve their platforming skills.

6. Super Mario 64 Multiplayer Strategies and Challenges
Explore creative ways to enjoy Super Mario 64 with friends using unofficial multiplayer
mods and challenges. This guide offers strategic advice for cooperative and competitive
gameplay. It’s a fun resource for those wanting to extend the game’s replayability through
social play.

7. The Complete Collector’s Guide to Super Mario 64 Memorabilia
While not a traditional strategy guide, this book is valuable for fans who want to collect rare
Super Mario 64 merchandise and memorabilia. It includes historical context and tips on
finding authentic items. A treasure trove for collectors and enthusiasts of the iconic game.

8. Super Mario 64 Boss Battles: Strategies to Win
Dedicated entirely to the game’s boss encounters, this guide breaks down each fight with
tactics and timing tips. It helps players learn patterns and weaknesses to defeat bosses
with minimal effort. Perfect for those stuck on challenging battles or wanting to perfect
their approach.

9. Super Mario 64: Secrets of the Castle
This guide focuses on the intricate layout of Peach’s Castle and its secret rooms, painting a
detailed picture of its mysteries. Players will gain insight into how to unlock new areas and
maximize their exploration. Ideal for gamers fascinated by the game’s central hub world.
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