
superman whatever happened to the man of
tomorrow

superman whatever happened to the man of tomorrow is a phrase that evokes one of the most significant
and celebrated stories in the history of comic books. This iconic narrative, penned by the legendary writer
Alan Moore, delves into the final chapter of Superman’s life and legacy, exploring the fate of the Man of
Tomorrow in a world that has grown increasingly complex and challenging for its greatest hero. This
article will provide a comprehensive examination of "Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?", its
impact on the Superman mythos, and its lasting influence on comic book storytelling. Additionally, it will
discuss the context surrounding the story’s creation, its narrative themes, and how it reshaped perceptions
of the Man of Steel for generations of fans and creators alike. For enthusiasts and newcomers alike,
understanding this story is essential to grasping the evolution of Superman as a cultural icon.
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The Background and Creation of "Whatever Happened to the
Man of Tomorrow?"
"Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" was released in 1986 as a two-part story published in
Superman #423 and Action Comics #583. Written by Alan Moore with art by Curt Swan and George
Pérez, the story was intended as a definitive conclusion to the Silver Age Superman continuity. At the
time, DC Comics was preparing to relaunch and revise its universe with the landmark Crisis on Infinite
Earths event, which would reset many characters' histories. Moore’s story served as a respectful and
poignant farewell to the classic Superman, affectionately known as the Man of Tomorrow. The collaboration
between Moore and the veteran artists, Swan and Pérez, brought a blend of modern storytelling
sensibilities with the classic visual style beloved by fans.



Context within the DC Universe
The mid-1980s were a time of transformation for DC Comics. The company aimed to modernize characters
and narrative structures to appeal to contemporary audiences. "Whatever Happened to the Man of
Tomorrow?" acted as a bridge, closing the chapter on the traditional Superman while paving the way for
John Byrne’s reboot with The Man of Steel miniseries. This story was unique because it was crafted as a
"final" Superman tale, treating the character’s history as a completed saga rather than an ongoing chronicle.

The Creative Team
Alan Moore, already acclaimed for his groundbreaking work on titles like Watchmen and Swamp Thing,
was chosen to write this landmark story due to his ability to blend deep character insight with epic
storytelling. Curt Swan, known as the quintessential Superman artist of the Silver Age, and George Pérez,
a master of detailed and dynamic comic art, provided visuals that honored the character’s legacy while
enhancing the narrative’s emotional weight.

Plot Overview and Key Story Elements
The story unfolds as a mysterious narrative told by Lois Lane to her friend, reflecting on Superman’s
disappearance and the events leading to his apparent demise. The plot chronicles Superman’s final battles,
the loss of his powers, and the ultimate sacrifice he makes to save the world. The narrative structure uses a
reflective and elegiac tone, emphasizing the passage of time and the end of an era.

Main Storyline Highlights

Superman faces a series of attacks from his greatest foes, including Lex Luthor, Brainiac, and Mister
Mxyzptlk.

Lois Lane plays a central role, revealing her deep connection to Clark Kent and serving as the story’s
emotional anchor.

Key allies and villains return in unexpected ways, highlighting the breadth of Superman’s world
and relationships.

The story culminates in Superman’s heroic sacrifice, ensuring the safety of Earth while bidding
farewell to his identity as the Man of Tomorrow.

The closing scenes depict a world mourning the loss of its greatest hero but also looking forward to a
new beginning.



Character Dynamics
The story deeply explores the relationships between Superman and those closest to him, including Lois
Lane, Jimmy Olsen, and his enemies. It presents a nuanced view of heroism, vulnerability, and legacy.
Characters are portrayed with emotional depth, reflecting the complexity of Superman's long history and
the impact he has had on those around him.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism in the Story
"Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" is rich with themes that resonate beyond the superhero
genre. It explores mortality, legacy, change, and the nature of heroism. The story uses symbolism
extensively to underscore Superman’s role as a mythic figure and the cultural significance he holds.

The End of an Era
The narrative symbolizes the closing of the Silver Age of comics and the transition into a new era.
Superman’s death is not just a physical event but a metaphor for change in storytelling and character
interpretation. The story acknowledges that heroes, like all myths, must evolve or come to rest.

Heroism and Sacrifice
At its core, the story is an ode to sacrifice. Superman embodies the ideal of selflessness, choosing to protect
humanity even at the cost of his own existence. This theme reinforces the timeless appeal of the Man of
Tomorrow as a paragon of virtue and hope.

Legacy and Memory
The story emphasizes how Superman’s influence endures through those who remember him and carry
forward his ideals. Lois Lane’s narration serves as a testament to the lasting impact one hero can have on
the world and the people he loves.

The Impact on Superman’s Legacy and Comic Book History
"Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" significantly influenced how Superman was perceived
by fans and creators. It provided a fitting, respectful conclusion to decades of continuity and set a precedent
for future reinterpretations of iconic characters. The story also highlighted the potential for superhero



comics to tackle mature and introspective themes.

Reception and Critical Acclaim
The story was widely praised for its emotional depth, narrative sophistication, and respectful treatment of
Superman’s history. Critics and fans alike regarded it as one of the definitive Superman stories and a high
point in Alan Moore’s career. It demonstrated that superhero comics could be both entertaining and
profound.

Influence on Future Superman Narratives
Following this story, Superman was rebooted with a modern origin and updated characterization in John
Byrne’s The Man of Steel. The legacy of "Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" persists in
contemporary retellings, inspiring creators to balance reverence for the past with innovative storytelling.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Superman Stories
Decades after its publication, "Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?" remains a touchstone for
Superman lore. It has inspired numerous homages, reimaginings, and tribute stories across various media.
Its exploration of finality and heroism continues to resonate with new generations of readers and viewers.

Homages and References in Comics and Media

Many Superman storylines have echoed its themes of sacrifice and legacy.

Animated adaptations and graphic novels have paid tribute to its narrative style and emotional
impact.

Modern writers often cite it as a model for balancing nostalgia with fresh perspectives.

It has influenced other superhero "final stories," setting a benchmark for respectful conclusions.

Ongoing Relevance
As Superman remains a central figure in popular culture, the themes explored in "Whatever Happened to
the Man of Tomorrow?" continue to offer valuable insights into the character’s enduring appeal. The story’s



blend of mythic grandeur and human emotion ensures its place as a seminal work in superhero
storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Superman: Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?'
It is a two-part comic book story written by Alan Moore and illustrated by Curt Swan, published in 1986,
serving as a definitive conclusion to the Silver Age Superman continuity.

Why is 'Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?' considered
important in Superman lore?
The story provides a poignant and definitive ending to Superman's Silver Age adventures, wrapping up
many loose ends and influencing future interpretations of the character.

Who wrote and illustrated 'Whatever Happened to the Man of
Tomorrow?'
The story was written by Alan Moore and illustrated by Curt Swan, with inks by George Pérez.

What is the main plot of 'Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?'
The story depicts an older Superman facing his final battle, dealing with old foes and personal losses,
ultimately leading to a bittersweet farewell to the Man of Steel.

How does 'Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?' fit into the DC
Comics continuity?
Originally intended as an out-of-continuity 'final story' for Silver Age Superman, it is considered a classic
tale that exists outside the main continuity but has influenced later Superman stories.

Where can I read 'Superman: Whatever Happened to the Man of
Tomorrow?'
The story was originally published in Superman #423 and Action Comics #583 and has been reprinted in
various collected editions, including trade paperbacks and deluxe editions available at comic book stores and
online retailers.



Additional Resources
1. Whatever Happened to the Man of Tomorrow?
Written by Alan Moore, this iconic graphic novel serves as a poignant farewell to the Silver Age
Superman. It explores a dark, alternate future where Superman faces his greatest challenges and confronts
the consequences of his heroic life. The story is both a tribute and a final chapter, blending nostalgia with
profound emotional depth.

2. Superman: For All Seasons
This four-issue miniseries by Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale offers a heartfelt look at Clark Kent’s early years. It
captures the essence of Superman’s character through the changing seasons of his life, highlighting his
relationships and moral convictions. The narrative balances the human and heroic sides of the Man of Steel.

3. Superman: Red Son
Mark Millar’s imaginative Elseworlds tale reimagines Superman’s origin with a twist: he lands in Soviet
Russia instead of Kansas. This alternate history explores how Superman’s ideals and identity might evolve
under a communist regime. It’s a thought-provoking examination of power, ideology, and heroism.

4. Superman: Secret Identity
Written by Kurt Busiek, this graphic novel presents a unique take by introducing a character named Clark
Kent who, unlike the original Superman, has no superpowers. The story follows his life and struggles
growing up in a world where Superman is a fictional character. It’s a compelling meditation on heroism
and identity.

5. Superman: Birthright
A modern retelling of Superman’s origin by Mark Waid and Leinil Francis Yu, this series updates Clark
Kent’s beginnings for a new generation. It delves into his discovery of powers, his relationship with Lois
Lane, and his early days as a superhero. The story combines classic elements with contemporary
storytelling.

6. All-Star Superman
Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely’s critically acclaimed series presents an idealized, larger-than-life
Superman facing his impending death. It explores the character’s mythos, powers, and humanity in a
beautifully illustrated narrative. This series is both a celebration and a deep exploration of what Superman
represents.

7. Superman: Peace on Earth
This graphic novel by Paul Dini and Alex Ross showcases Superman’s efforts to combat global hunger. The
story highlights the hero’s compassion and the challenges of making a real-world impact. With Ross’s
stunning photorealistic art, it’s a powerful and inspiring tale.

8. Superman: For the Man Who Has Everything
Written by Alan Moore, this story is a psychological exploration of Superman’s deepest desires. Trapped by



an alien plant that induces hallucinations, Superman experiences an alternate reality where his greatest
wishes come true. The story probes themes of loss, hope, and the nature of happiness.

9. Superman: The Man of Steel
A series that revitalized Superman in the 1990s, written primarily by John Byrne, this run redefined the
character’s backstory and supporting cast. It balanced high-action superhero adventures with character-
driven storytelling. This series helped shape the modern interpretation of Superman for decades to come.
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