susan glaspell a jury of her peers

susan glaspell a jury of her peers is a seminal work in American literature that highlights themes
of gender roles, justice, and social expectations. This one-act play, written by Susan Glaspell in
1917, is often studied for its critical examination of women's experiences within the legal and social
frameworks of the early 20th century. The story revolves around the investigation of a murder and
the subtle dynamics between men and women as they uncover hidden truths. This article explores
the historical context, plot, themes, characters, and the enduring impact of susan glaspell a jury of
her peers on feminist literature and legal studies. Additionally, it provides an analysis of Glaspell’s
narrative techniques and the symbolism embedded throughout the play. The following sections will
offer a comprehensive understanding of this influential work and its relevance today.

 Historical Context of Susan Glaspell's Work

e Plot Summary of A Jury of Her Peers

e Themes and Symbolism in A Jury of Her Peers
e Character Analysis

e Feminist Perspectives and Gender Roles

e Impact and Legacy of A Jury of Her Peers

Historical Context of Susan Glaspell's Work

Susan Glaspell wrote A Jury of Her Peers during a period marked by significant social and political
changes in the United States. The early 20th century saw the rise of the women's suffrage
movement, which culminated in the 19th Amendment granting women the right to vote in 1920. This
era also experienced evolving attitudes toward gender roles and the legal rights of women. Glaspell,
herself a pioneering female playwright and journalist, drew inspiration from a real-life murder case
she covered as a reporter. The story reflects the social dynamics and the limited legal recognition of
women'’s perspectives at that time. Understanding this context enriches the interpretation of the
play’s critique of justice and gender inequality.

Plot Summary of A Jury of Her Peers

The narrative of A Jury of Her Peers centers on the investigation of John Wright’s murder. The story
unfolds as the sheriff, his wife, the county attorney, and Mrs. Hale visit the Wrights’ isolated
farmhouse to gather evidence. While the men search for concrete proof, the women, left in the
kitchen, begin to notice subtle signs of Mrs. Wright’s unhappy and oppressive life. As they piece
together the emotional and psychological abuse Mrs. Wright endured, they empathize with her
motives. The women decide to conceal crucial evidence, effectively becoming a “jury” that silently
passes judgment. This plot highlights the contrasting perspectives of men and women and the



limitations of formal justice systems.

Themes and Symbolism in A Jury of Her Peers

Susan Glaspell a jury of her peers is rich with themes and symbolism that underscore the play’s
critique of societal norms. The major themes include gender roles, justice, isolation, and empathy.
The story exposes the marginalization of women'’s experiences and the disconnect between legal
justice and moral justice.

Gender Roles and Social Expectations

The play portrays the rigid expectations placed on women in rural communities, where their roles
are confined to domestic duties. Mrs. Wright's loneliness and despair symbolize the broader
oppression faced by women who were denied autonomy and recognition.

Justice and Moral Judgment

The title itself, A Jury of Her Peers, emphasizes the idea that only those who share Mrs. Wright’s
experiences can truly understand her situation. The women'’s decision to protect Mrs. Wright
reflects an alternative form of justice based on empathy rather than legalism.

Symbolism

Several objects and motifs carry symbolic weight in the play, such as the unfinished quilting, the
broken birdcage, and the dead bird. These symbols represent Mrs. Wright's stifled life, lost freedom,
and crushed spirit.

e Unfinished Quilt: Symbolizes incomplete happiness and the disruption in Mrs. Wright’s life.
e Broken Birdcage: Represents confinement and loss of freedom.

e Dead Bird: Reflects Mrs. Wright’s own crushed hopes and silenced voice.

Character Analysis

The characters in susan glaspell a jury of her peers serve as representations of broader social issues
and perspectives on justice and gender.



Mrs. Wright (formerly Minnie Foster)

Mrs. Wright is the central figure whose life story is revealed through the women’s observations.
Once a lively young woman, she has become withdrawn and oppressed by her marriage. Her
character embodies the consequences of isolation and emotional abuse.

Mrs. Hale

Mrs. Hale acts as the empathetic observer who regrets not supporting Mrs. Wright in the past. She
represents female solidarity and the recognition of shared struggles among women.

Mrs. Peters

As the sheriff’s wife, Mrs. Peters initially aligns with the law but gradually sympathizes with Mrs.
Wright. Her internal conflict highlights the tension between duty and empathy.

The Men

The men, including the sheriff and the county attorney, symbolize the patriarchal legal system. Their
dismissive attitude toward the women’s insights underscores the gender biases embedded in the
pursuit of justice.

Feminist Perspectives and Gender Roles

A Jury of Her Peers is widely regarded as a feminist text that critiques the marginalization of women
within both domestic spheres and the legal system. The play challenges traditional gender roles by
highlighting women’s unique perspectives and capacities for empathy and moral judgment.

Women'’s Silence and Voice

The play explores how women’s voices were often silenced in public and legal domains. Through
subtle acts of defiance, such as concealing evidence, the female characters assert their agency and
challenge patriarchal authority.

Critique of Legal Justice

Glaspell critiques the inadequacy of legal justice that ignores women'’s lived experiences. The
women’s alternative jury reflects a form of justice grounded in understanding and compassion,
contrasting with the men’s procedural approach.



Solidarity and Sisterhood

The bond between Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters illustrates the power of female solidarity in resisting
oppression. Their shared recognition of Mrs. Wright’s suffering fosters a collective moral stance.

Impact and Legacy of A Jury of Her Peers

The influence of susan glaspell a jury of her peers extends beyond literature into feminist theory,
legal studies, and social criticism. The play is frequently included in academic curricula as an
example of early feminist drama and social commentary.

Contribution to Feminist Literature

A Jury of Her Peers is celebrated for its pioneering exploration of women'’s issues and its challenge
to patriarchal narratives. It has inspired numerous adaptations and scholarly analyses that examine
gender and justice.

Influence on Legal and Social Thought

The play raises critical questions about the nature of justice and the role of empathy in legal
proceedings. It has been referenced in discussions about feminist jurisprudence and the importance
of including diverse perspectives in the justice system.

Enduring Relevance

More than a century after its creation, the themes of susan glaspell a jury of her peers remain
pertinent. Issues of gender inequality, domestic abuse, and the quest for justice continue to
resonate, making the play a vital work for contemporary readers and scholars alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Susan Glaspell's 'A Jury of Her
Peers'?

The central theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' is the exploration of gender roles and the solidarity among
women, highlighting how societal expectations affect women's lives and justice.

How does Susan Glaspell use symbolism in 'A Jury of Her
Peers'?

Glaspell uses symbolism such as the unfinished quilt and the broken birdcage to represent Mrs.
Wright's emotional state and the oppression she faced, reflecting themes of confinement and loss.



What role do the women play in 'A Jury of Her Peers'
compared to the men?

The women in the story, through their empathy and attention to domestic details, uncover the
motive behind the crime, whereas the men dismiss these details as insignificant, illustrating
differing perspectives based on gender.

How does ‘A Jury of Her Peers' challenge the legal system of
its time?

The story critiques the male-dominated legal system by showing how women's insights and
experiences are overlooked, suggesting that justice is incomplete without understanding the context
of women's lives.

What is the significance of the title 'A Jury of Her Peers'?

The title signifies that only those who share similar experiences—her female peers—can truly
understand Mrs. Wright's situation and the reasons behind her actions, implying a form of informal
justice among women.

How does Susan Glaspell's background influence the story 'A
Jury of Her Peers'?

As a journalist and a playwright interested in women's rights, Glaspell drew from real events and her
feminist perspective to craft a story that critiques gender inequality and advocates for women's
voices to be heard.

Additional Resources

1. A Jury of Her Peers by Susan Glaspell

This is the original short story that explores themes of gender roles, justice, and empathy. It follows
two women who uncover the motives behind a murder, revealing the deep emotional and social
conflicts faced by women in a male-dominated society. The story is a powerful critique of the legal
system and gender bias.

2. Trifles and Other Stories by Susan Glaspell

A collection of Susan Glaspell’s short stories, including "A Jury of Her Peers." These stories often
focus on women's experiences and societal constraints. Glaspell’s writing highlights early feminist
themes and the struggles for female autonomy and justice.

3. Women and Justice in Early 20th Century Literature

This book examines representations of women and justice in literature from the early 1900s,
including a detailed analysis of Glaspell’s "A Jury of Her Peers." It discusses how female characters
challenge traditional legal systems and societal norms. The text provides historical context and
feminist literary criticism.

4. Feminist Interpretations of Susan Glaspell



A scholarly collection of essays that explore Susan Glaspell’s work from a feminist perspective. It
includes discussions on "A Jury of Her Peers" and its role in highlighting women’s oppression and
resilience. The book is essential for understanding Glaspell’s contribution to feminist literature.

5. Gender and Justice: The Role of Women in Legal Drama

This book investigates the intersection of gender and justice in legal dramas, with a special focus on
works like "A Jury of Her Peers." It analyzes how female characters navigate and subvert the male-
dominated legal system. The book offers insight into the cultural and societal implications of these
narratives.

6. American Women Writers and Social Justice

This text explores how American women writers, including Susan Glaspell, have addressed social
justice issues in their works. It situates "A Jury of Her Peers" within the broader tradition of
literature advocating for women's rights. The book provides a historical overview and critical essays.

7. Murder and Morality in Early American Fiction

An exploration of themes of crime, morality, and justice in early American fiction, with chapters
dedicated to Glaspell’s work. It discusses the moral complexities presented in "A Jury of Her Peers"
and how these narratives reflect societal attitudes. The book is useful for understanding the ethical
dimensions of early 20th-century literature.

8. Women’s Voices in American Literature

This anthology features significant works by American women writers, including Susan Glaspell’s "A
Jury of Her Peers." It highlights the diverse voices and perspectives that have shaped American
literary history. The collection emphasizes themes of gender, identity, and social change.

9. Justice Behind Closed Doors: Feminist Literary Criticism

A critical examination of how feminist literature reveals hidden truths and injustices, focusing on
stories like "A Jury of Her Peers." It discusses the symbolism and narrative strategies used to
critique patriarchal systems. The book is a valuable resource for readers interested in feminist
theory and literature.
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