
syracuse football ranking history
syracuse football ranking history traces the evolution and achievements of one of college
football’s most storied programs. This article explores the rise and fluctuations of Syracuse
University’s football team through decades of competition, highlighting key seasons, rankings, and
the impact of legendary coaches and players. From early national recognition to modern-day
conference play, the Orange have experienced various peaks and challenges reflected in their
rankings. Understanding the trajectory of Syracuse football ranking history provides insight into the
team’s legacy and its place within NCAA football. This comprehensive overview includes notable
ranking milestones, historical context, and a detailed look at pivotal moments that shaped the
program’s national standing. The following sections break down this rich history into key eras and
themes for a full understanding of Syracuse’s football prominence.

Early Years and National Ascendancy

Mid-Century Success and National Championships

Modern Era and Conference Realignment

Notable Coaches and Players Impacting Rankings

Trend Analysis and Ranking Patterns Over Time

Early Years and National Ascendancy
The foundation of syracuse football ranking history begins in the early 20th century, when the
program first gained regional recognition. Syracuse fielded its first team in 1889, but the initial
decades were marked by gradual development rather than national prominence. It was in the 1920s
and 1930s that the Orange began appearing in national rankings, thanks to improved records and
strong individual performances. During this period, college football rankings were determined by
various organizations and polls, including the Dickinson System and later the AP Poll, which debuted
in 1936. Syracuse’s early rankings were intermittent but signaled the program’s potential to compete
on a larger stage.

Introduction of AP Poll and Early Rankings
With the advent of the AP Poll in 1936, Syracuse began to receive more formal national recognition.
The Orange appeared sporadically in the lower tiers of the top 25, reflecting a competitive but
inconsistent program. These early rankings set the stage for future growth and established Syracuse
as a team to watch in the northeastern United States.



Key Milestones in the Pre-War Era
Before World War II, notable seasons such as 1937 and 1940 saw Syracuse finish with winning records
and occasional top 20 rankings, marking the first instances where the Orange gained national
attention. These years laid the groundwork for the mid-century ascendance of the program.

Mid-Century Success and National Championships
The mid-20th century represents the golden era in syracuse football ranking history, highlighted by
national championships and sustained top-tier rankings. The 1950s and 1960s saw Syracuse emerge
as a national powerhouse under the leadership of coaches like Ben Schwartzwalder and the
outstanding talent of players such as Ernie Davis, the first African American Heisman Trophy winner.
During this era, Syracuse consistently ranked in the AP and Coaches Polls’ top 10, culminating in their
consensus national championship in 1959.

1959 National Championship Season
The 1959 campaign remains a pinnacle in Syracuse football ranking history. The team finished
undefeated with an 11-0 record, securing the No. 1 spot in the final AP Poll. This achievement marked
the Orange’s first consensus national championship and solidified their status among college
football’s elite programs. The 1959 team was known for its dominant defense and balanced offense,
which propelled Syracuse to the top of national rankings throughout the season.

Consistent Rankings Through the 1960s
Following the championship, Syracuse maintained a strong presence in national rankings throughout
the 1960s. The program regularly finished in the top 20, with several seasons placing them inside the
top 10. The era was characterized by fierce competition within the Eastern region and nationally, with
Syracuse recognized as one of the premier football programs in the country.

Multiple top-10 finishes in AP and Coaches Polls

Production of Heisman candidates and All-Americans

Participation in major bowl games enhancing national profile

Modern Era and Conference Realignment
In recent decades, syracuse football ranking history has been influenced significantly by conference
realignment and evolving NCAA dynamics. Transitioning from an independent program to
membership in the Big East Conference in 1991, and later the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) in
2013, Syracuse faced new challenges and opportunities that affected their national rankings and
competitiveness. The modern era has seen fluctuations in rankings reflecting rebuilding phases,



coaching changes, and shifts in recruiting strategies.

Big East Conference Years
Joining the Big East marked a new chapter in Syracuse football ranking history. The program
competed for conference titles and bowl eligibility with varying success. During the 1990s, the Orange
experienced periods of national ranking appearances, particularly in seasons where they secured
double-digit wins or significant bowl invitations. However, sustained top-25 rankings were less
frequent compared to the mid-century peak.

ACC Transition and Recent Rankings
Syracuse’s move to the ACC in 2013 brought increased competition against nationally ranked
programs like Clemson and Florida State. This shift has impacted the Orange’s ranking history, as
they have periodically appeared in the AP Top 25 but struggled to maintain consistent high rankings
amidst a stronger conference slate. The program continues to strive for stability and upward mobility
in national polls.

Notable Coaches and Players Impacting Rankings
The trajectory of syracuse football ranking history has been closely tied to the influence of key
coaches and standout players who elevated the program’s national status. Leadership on and off the
field often translated into improved season outcomes and higher rankings.

Legendary Coaches and Their Contributions
Coaches like Ben Schwartzwalder, who led the team to the 1959 national championship, have been
instrumental in shaping the program’s ranking history. His tenure is marked by consistent top-10
finishes and national recognition. More recent coaches have experienced mixed success but
contributed to the program’s ongoing development and competitive spirit.

Players That Defined Syracuse’s National Profile
Iconic players such as Ernie Davis, Floyd Little, and Jim Brown have not only left a lasting legacy but
also helped Syracuse climb national rankings through their exceptional performances. Their individual
accolades and contributions to team success elevated the program’s visibility and respect in college
football circles.

Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis (1961)

Pro Football Hall of Famers Jim Brown and Floyd Little

Multiple All-American selections boosting team reputation



Trend Analysis and Ranking Patterns Over Time
Analyzing the patterns in syracuse football ranking history reveals periods of sustained success,
decline, and resurgence. The program’s ranking trajectory often correlates with coaching stability,
recruiting strength, and conference affiliation. Key trends include a strong mid-century presence,
fluctuating modern-era performance, and the impact of evolving college football landscapes on
ranking opportunities.

Decade-by-Decade Ranking Overview
Each decade presents unique challenges and achievements reflected in Syracuse’s national rankings.
The 1950s and 1960s stand out for consistent top-tier finishes, while the 1970s and 1980s showed
some variability. The 1990s and 2000s introduced greater instability, with rankings dependent on
sporadic successful seasons. The 2010s and beyond highlight the effects of conference transitions
and program rebuilding efforts.

Factors Influencing Ranking Fluctuations
Several factors have influenced the rise and fall of Syracuse’s football rankings over time, including:

Changes in coaching staff and philosophies

Recruitment successes and challenges

Conference realignments and strength of schedule

National shifts in college football ranking methodologies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the highest AP ranking Syracuse football has ever
achieved?
The highest AP ranking Syracuse football has ever achieved is No. 1, which they reached during the
1959 season.

When did Syracuse football first enter the AP Top 25
rankings?
Syracuse football first entered the AP Top 25 rankings in the 1940s, gaining national recognition as
the program grew in prominence.



How often has Syracuse football finished a season ranked in
the Top 25?
Syracuse football has finished the season ranked in the AP Top 25 over 20 times throughout its
history, particularly strong during the 1950s and 1980s.

What was Syracuse football's final ranking in their national
championship season?
In their national championship season of 1959, Syracuse football finished ranked No. 1 in the AP poll.

Have Syracuse football rankings fluctuated significantly in
recent decades?
Yes, Syracuse football rankings have fluctuated significantly over recent decades, with periods of both
Top 25 appearances and seasons unranked due to rebuilding phases.

Which Syracuse football coach led the team to its highest
rankings historically?
Coach Ben Schwartzwalder led Syracuse football to its highest historical rankings, including the 1959
national championship season.

How did Syracuse football's ranking trend in the 1980s?
During the 1980s, Syracuse football often appeared in the Top 25 rankings, highlighted by strong
seasons such as 1987 when they finished ranked No. 6.

Has Syracuse football ever been ranked in the College
Football Playoff (CFP) era?
Yes, Syracuse football has appeared in the College Football Playoff rankings since the CFP system
began in 2014, though typically in the lower part of the Top 25.

Additional Resources
1. Orange Ascendancy: The Rise of Syracuse Football Rankings
This book delves into the historical progression of Syracuse football's national rankings, tracing the
team's journey from its early years to becoming a powerhouse in college football. It highlights key
seasons, pivotal games, and influential coaches who shaped the ranking trajectory. Readers gain
insights into the factors that propelled Syracuse into the national spotlight.

2. Climbing the Polls: Syracuse Football's Journey Through the Rankings
An analytical exploration of Syracuse football’s fluctuating positions in national polls over the
decades. The author examines the impact of landmark victories, player performances, and coaching
strategies on the team’s ranking status. The book also contextualizes Syracuse’s standing within the



broader college football landscape.

3. Orange Glory: A History of Syracuse Football and Its Rankings
This comprehensive history covers the storied legacy of Syracuse football with a particular focus on
its ranking milestones. Featuring interviews with former players and coaches, the book reveals
behind-the-scenes stories that influenced the team’s national perception. It celebrates the highs and
acknowledges the lows of Syracuse’s ranking history.

4. From Underdogs to Top Contenders: Syracuse Football Ranking Milestones
Highlighting key turning points in Syracuse football ranking history, this book showcases seasons
where the team defied expectations and surged up the polls. It includes detailed game analyses and
statistical breakdowns that explain these ranking leaps. The narrative emphasizes resilience and
strategic growth within the program.

5. Orange Nation Rankings: Decades of Syracuse Football Excellence
Focusing on the sustained periods of success for Syracuse football, this book charts the team’s
ranking consistency and its impact on recruiting and fan engagement. It explores how Syracuse
maintained relevance in competitive conferences and national conversations. The author also
discusses the role of media coverage in shaping rankings.

6. The Ranking Revolution: Syracuse Football’s Impact on College Football Polls
This title investigates how Syracuse football influenced changes and trends in college football
rankings over the years. The book covers notable seasons where Syracuse’s performance challenged
traditional ranking norms. It also addresses how shifts in ranking methodologies affected the Orange’s
placement.

7. Orange Pride: The Story Behind Syracuse Football’s Top Rankings
A narrative-driven account focusing on the personal and team efforts that led Syracuse to achieve
high national rankings. Through player and coach testimonials, the book captures the spirit and
determination behind the Orange’s ranking successes. It offers an inspirational look at what it takes to
climb the college football ladder.

8. Ranking the Orange: Statistical Insights into Syracuse Football’s National Standing
This book provides a data-centric examination of Syracuse football’s ranking history, utilizing
advanced statistics and historical data. It compares Syracuse’s ranking trends with peer programs
and discusses the factors influencing their national standing. Ideal for readers interested in the
quantitative side of college football rankings.

9. Orange on Top: The Legacy of Syracuse Football Rankings Through the Ages
Covering the full spectrum of Syracuse football’s ranking history, this book reflects on the legacy left
by the team’s most successful eras. It includes retrospective analyses of championship seasons and
the cultural impact of the Orange’s ranking achievements. The book serves as both a tribute and a
detailed record for fans and historians alike.
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