
table of physical constants organic chemistry

Table of physical constants organic chemistry serves as an essential reference for chemists and

students alike, providing critical data that aids in the understanding and application of organic

compounds. This article delves into the importance of physical constants in organic chemistry, how

they are measured, and why they are indispensable in both academic and practical settings. We will

explore the various types of constants, their significance, and how to utilize a table of physical

constants effectively.

Understanding Physical Constants in Organic Chemistry

Physical constants are measurable properties of substances that remain consistent under specified

conditions. In the realm of organic chemistry, these constants play a crucial role in characterizing

compounds, predicting behavior in reactions, and understanding molecular interactions.

Types of Physical Constants

There are several key types of physical constants that are commonly referenced in organic chemistry:

Molecular Weight: The mass of a molecule, typically expressed in atomic mass units (amu).

Boiling Point (BP): The temperature at which a liquid's vapor pressure equals atmospheric

pressure, leading to the formation of vapor.

Melting Point (MP): The temperature at which a solid turns into a liquid.



Density: The mass per unit volume of a substance, usually expressed in grams per cubic

centimeter (g/cm³).

Solubility: The ability of a substance to dissolve in a solvent, often expressed in terms of

concentration.

Refractive Index: A measure of how light is refracted as it passes through a substance, which

can indicate purity and identity.

Thermal Conductivity: The ability of a material to conduct heat, which is important for reaction

kinetics.

The Importance of Physical Constants

Physical constants are vital for several reasons:

1. Identification of Compounds

Physical constants can help in identifying unknown substances. For instance, comparing the boiling

points or melting points of an unknown compound with known values can lead to accurate

identification.

2. Predicting Chemical Behavior

Understanding physical constants allows chemists to predict how substances will behave under various

conditions. For example, knowing the boiling point can help determine the conditions required for



distillation.

3. Safety and Handling

Many physical constants provide insight into the safety protocols needed when handling chemicals. For

example, knowing a substance's density and boiling point can inform decisions about storage and

transportation.

4. Facilitating Reactions

In organic synthesis, knowledge of physical constants can guide chemists in selecting the appropriate

solvents and reaction conditions, ultimately influencing yield and efficiency.

How to Use a Table of Physical Constants

A table of physical constants is an invaluable resource for organic chemists. Here’s how to effectively

use such a table:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Format

Most tables list compounds alongside various physical constants. Understanding the layout will help

you quickly locate the information you need.



2. Cross-Reference Data

When identifying a compound, cross-reference multiple physical constants. For example, combine the

melting point with the density to confirm your identification.

3. Pay Attention to Units

Ensure that you are aware of the units used in the table. Converting between units may be necessary

depending on the context of your work.

4. Use Online Databases

Many online databases provide comprehensive tables of physical constants, often with additional data

such as spectral information and safety data sheets.

Common Physical Constants of Organic Compounds

Here is a sample of common physical constants for frequently encountered organic compounds:

| Compound | Molecular Weight (g/mol) | Boiling Point (°C) | Melting Point (°C) | Density (g/cm³) |

|------------------|--------------------------|---------------------|---------------------|------------------|

| Ethanol | 46.07 | 78.37 | -114.1 | 0.789 |

| Acetic Acid | 60.05 | 118.1 | 16.6 | 1.049 |

| Benzene | 78.11 | 80.1 | 5.5 | 0.876 |

| Hexane | 86.18 | 68.7 | -95.0 | 0.655 |

| Toluene | 92.14 | 110.6 | -95.0 | 0.866 |



Conclusion

In summary, the table of physical constants organic chemistry is an essential tool for anyone working

in the field. It provides vital information that aids in compound identification, safety, and the prediction

of chemical behavior. By understanding how to interpret and utilize these constants, chemists can

enhance their research and practical applications, leading to better outcomes in both academic and

industrial settings. Whether you are a student or a seasoned professional, mastering the use of

physical constants will undoubtedly prove beneficial in your chemical endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are physical constants in organic chemistry?

Physical constants in organic chemistry are specific values that describe the physical properties of

compounds, such as melting point, boiling point, density, and refractive index. These constants help in

identifying and characterizing substances.

How are physical constants used in organic chemistry research?

Physical constants are essential in organic chemistry research for predicting the behavior of

compounds, facilitating the synthesis of new materials, and aiding in the development of

pharmaceuticals by determining solubility and stability.

Where can I find a reliable table of physical constants for organic

compounds?

Reliable tables of physical constants for organic compounds can be found in chemistry textbooks,

scientific databases like the CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, or online resources such as

PubChem and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) database.



What is the significance of the boiling point in organic chemistry?

The boiling point is a critical physical constant in organic chemistry as it indicates the temperature at

which a substance transitions from liquid to gas. It helps in understanding the volatility of compounds,

their purification processes, and their behavior under different environmental conditions.

How do physical constants affect the properties of organic solvents?

Physical constants such as density, boiling point, and viscosity significantly affect the properties of

organic solvents. They determine the solvent's ability to dissolve solutes, its evaporation rate, and its

suitability for various chemical reactions, impacting the efficiency and outcomes of organic synthesis.
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