
takin care of business bass tab
Takin’ Care of Business bass tab is an essential component for bass guitar players who want to
master this iconic song by Bachman-Turner Overdrive. Released in 1973, “Takin’ Care of Business”
became one of the defining tracks of the classic rock era and remains a favorite among musicians
and audiences alike. This article will provide a detailed look into the song, its structure, the
significance of the bass line, and tips for playing it effectively.

Overview of "Takin’ Care of Business"

“Takin’ Care of Business” is a rock anthem that celebrates hard work and the hustle of everyday life.
With its catchy melody and driving rhythm, it has been used in numerous films, commercials, and
television shows. The song's infectious energy is amplified by its powerful bass line, which serves as
the backbone of the track.

The Importance of the Bass Line

The bass line in “Takin’ Care of Business” is not just a supporting element; it plays a crucial role in
driving the song's overall groove. Here are some key reasons why the bass line is significant:

- Rhythmic Foundation: The bass provides a solid rhythmic foundation, allowing other instruments to
build upon it.
- Melodic Counterpoint: The bass line interacts with the guitar and vocals, creating a rich melodic
texture.
- Groove Creation: The syncopated rhythms in the bass line contribute to the song's infectious
groove, making it irresistible to dance to.

Structure of the Song

Understanding the structure of “Takin’ Care of Business” is essential for mastering the bass tab. The
song typically follows this format:

1. Intro: Instrumental introduction establishing the main riff.
2. Verse: The verses feature the signature bass line alongside the vocals.
3. Chorus: The chorus is characterized by a more powerful and energetic delivery.
4. Bridge: A contrasting section that adds dynamics to the song.
5. Solo: Instrumental solos, often led by the guitar, with the bass providing support.
6. Outro: A repetition of the main riff or chorus to conclude the song.

Learning the Bass Tab

Basic Techniques

Before diving into the bass tab, it’s important to familiarize yourself with some basic techniques that
will enhance your playing:

- Fingerstyle vs. Pick: Decide if you want to play with your fingers or use a pick. Each technique
offers a different sound and feel. Many bassists prefer fingerstyle for a warmer tone.
- Tuning: Ensure your bass is correctly tuned to standard E tuning (E A D G) for accurate sound.



- Timing: Pay attention to the timing of the notes. “Takin’ Care of Business” has a driving rhythm, so
maintaining a steady tempo is essential.

The Bass Tab

Here's a simplified version of the bass tab for the main riff of "Takin’ Care of Business." Remember,
this is just a starting point, and practicing will help you get comfortable with the nuances of the
song.

```
G|--------------------------|
D|--------------------------|
A|-------2--2--2-2-2--------|
E|--0h2---------------2--0--|
```

Breakdown of the Tab

1. Main Riff: The main riff sets the tone for the entire song and is repeated multiple times
throughout.
2. Hammer-On Technique: The hammer-on from the open E string to the second fret is crucial for
achieving the right sound.
3. Rhythmic Accuracy: Focus on playing the notes in time with the music. Use a metronome if
necessary to develop your timing.

Practicing Tips

To effectively learn and master the bass tab for “Takin’ Care of Business,” consider the following
practice strategies:

Slow it Down

- Start by playing the bass line slowly. This will help you focus on accuracy and technique.
- Gradually increase the tempo as you become more comfortable with the notes.

Use a Backing Track

- Playing along with a backing track can help you get a feel for the song's dynamics and structure.
- There are various backing tracks available online specifically for “Takin’ Care of Business.”

Record Yourself

- Recording your practice sessions allows you to listen back and assess your playing.
- This can help identify areas for improvement, such as timing or note clarity.

Break it Down

- Divide the song into sections and practice each part individually.
- Once you feel confident with each section, start piecing them together.

Additional Resources



To further enhance your learning experience, consider using the following resources:

- Online Tutorials: There are numerous video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that
break down the bass line in detail.
- Sheet Music: Purchase or find free sheet music that includes the bass line for “Takin’ Care of
Business.”
- Bass Communities: Join online forums or social media groups dedicated to bass guitar. Engaging
with other musicians can provide support and tips.

Conclusion

Mastering the Takin’ Care of Business bass tab opens doors to playing one of rock's most beloved
tracks. By understanding the song’s structure, honing your technique, and utilizing effective practice
strategies, you can confidently play this anthem. Whether you’re jamming with friends or performing
on stage, the exhilarating bass line of “Takin’ Care of Business” is sure to energize any audience.
Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best source for 'Takin' Care of Business' bass tab?
The best sources for 'Takin' Care of Business' bass tab include music tab websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Songsterr, and various YouTube tutorials that provide visual guidance.

Is 'Takin' Care of Business' a good song for beginner bass
players?
Yes, 'Takin' Care of Business' features a straightforward bass line that is repetitive and easy to learn,
making it suitable for beginner bass players.

Are there any notable techniques used in the bass line of
'Takin' Care of Business'?
'Takin' Care of Business' primarily uses root notes and simple rhythmic patterns, so the main
technique is playing consistently in time rather than complex techniques.

Can I find a free bass tab for 'Takin' Care of Business' online?
Yes, many websites offer free bass tabs for 'Takin' Care of Business.' Just ensure you check the
quality and accuracy of the tabs before practicing.

What tuning is used for the bass in 'Takin' Care of Business'?
'Takin' Care of Business' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G) for bass, which is common
for most rock songs.



How can I improve my timing while playing 'Takin' Care of
Business' on bass?
To improve your timing, practice playing along with the original track, use a metronome, or slow
down the song to focus on maintaining a steady rhythm.
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