
tango history in argentina
tango history in argentina is a captivating journey through the cultural and social evolution of one
of the most iconic dance and music styles in the world. Originating in the late 19th century, tango
emerged as a unique expression of the working-class neighborhoods of Buenos Aires, blending
influences from African, European, and native Argentine cultures. This article explores the rich
historical context that shaped tango, its musical and dance elements, and how it evolved into a global
phenomenon. Understanding tango history in Argentina also involves examining key figures, social
dynamics, and the impact of immigration on its development. The article further delves into the
golden age of tango, its decline and resurgence, and its contemporary significance. Below is an
outline of the main topics covered in this comprehensive overview.

Origins and Cultural Influences of Tango

The Birth and Evolution of Tango Music

The Development of Tango Dance in Argentina

The Golden Age of Tango

Tango’s Decline and International Revival

Contemporary Tango and Its Global Legacy

Origins and Cultural Influences of Tango
The origins of tango history in Argentina are deeply rooted in the multicultural melting pot of Buenos
Aires during the late 19th century. This period was characterized by significant immigration from
Europe, particularly Spain and Italy, alongside African and indigenous influences. The working-class
districts, known as barrios, became the birthplace of tango as a social and musical expression among
marginalized communities.

Multicultural Roots
Tango reflects a fusion of various cultural elements. African rhythms and dance styles contributed
significantly to its syncopated beats and expressive movements. European immigrants brought their
musical traditions, including the polka, waltz, and mazurka, which combined to create the distinctive
sound of tango. Additionally, the native Argentine milonga, a local form of music and dance, played a
crucial role in shaping tango’s early form.

Social Context and Environment
Buenos Aires’ port was a hub for immigrants, sailors, and working-class individuals, creating a vibrant



but challenging social environment. Tango emerged as a form of communication and identity among
these populations, often performed in bars, brothels, and dance halls. The dance and music carried
themes of longing, nostalgia, and social struggle, mirroring the realities of life in the rapidly growing
city.

The Birth and Evolution of Tango Music
Tango music, integral to the dance, evolved alongside social changes in Argentina. Early tango
compositions were simple and performed with guitar, flute, and violin. Over time, the instrumentation
and structure became more complex, reflecting the genre’s growing popularity and artistic
refinement.

Early Musical Instruments
The initial tango ensembles consisted primarily of guitar, flute, and violin, which were common in
rural Argentina and urban centers alike. These instruments provided the melodic and rhythmic
foundation for early tango songs, emphasizing melancholic and passionate tones.

The Introduction of the Bandoneón
The bandoneón, a type of accordion imported from Germany, revolutionized tango music in the early
20th century. Its distinctive sound became synonymous with tango, adding emotional depth and
complexity. The bandoneón’s expressive capabilities allowed musicians to explore new musical
textures and moods, solidifying tango’s unique identity.

Notable Composers and Songs
Several composers significantly influenced the development of tango music, creating timeless pieces
that remain central to the genre. Some of the most influential figures include:

Juan Carlos Cobián

Francisco Canaro

Carlos Gardel, who also popularized tango singing

Osvaldo Pugliese

Their compositions helped shape the narrative and stylistic characteristics of tango, contributing to its
enduring appeal.



The Development of Tango Dance in Argentina
Tango dance evolved as a reflection of the music and cultural milieu of Buenos Aires. It is
characterized by its close embrace, intricate footwork, and improvisational style, which conveys
emotional intensity and storytelling through movement.

Early Dance Forms
Initially, tango dance was informal and spontaneous, performed in the crowded spaces of working-
class neighborhoods. The dance incorporated elements from African candombe, Spanish flamenco,
and Argentine milonga, resulting in a fluid and passionate style.

Dance Techniques and Styles
Over time, distinct styles of tango dance emerged, including:

Tango Salon: A social dance style performed in ballrooms, emphasizing elegance and smooth
movements.

Tango Nuevo: A modern interpretation with more open positions and innovative steps.

Milonguero Style: A close embrace style focused on subtle footwork and musicality.

These styles illustrate the dance’s adaptability and rich artistic expression.

The Golden Age of Tango
The golden age of tango, roughly spanning from the 1930s to the 1950s, marked the height of tango’s
popularity in Argentina and worldwide. During this period, tango became a dominant cultural force,
influencing music, dance, fashion, and cinema.

Rise of Tango Orchestras
Large tango orchestras, or “orquestas típicas,” became prominent during the golden age. These
ensembles featured bandoneóns, violins, piano, and double bass, delivering sophisticated
arrangements that captivated audiences. Prominent orchestras led by Carlos Di Sarli, Aníbal Troilo,
and Osvaldo Pugliese defined this era with their innovative styles.

Tango in Argentine Society
During the golden age, tango transcended its working-class roots to become a symbol of national
identity. It was embraced by all social classes and featured prominently in theaters, radio broadcasts,
and films. Tango culture influenced fashion trends and social norms, solidifying its place in Argentine



heritage.

Tango’s Decline and International Revival
Following the golden age, tango experienced a decline in popularity in Argentina during the 1960s
and 1970s due to changing musical tastes and political turmoil. However, its international appeal led
to a revival that preserved and reinvented the art form.

Causes of Decline
The rise of rock and roll, pop music, and political repression contributed to tango’s diminished
presence in Argentine society. Many traditional venues closed, and fewer young people embraced the
dance and music during this period.

Global Resurgence
International interest in tango, particularly in Europe and Japan, sparked a revival. Dance festivals,
tango schools, and new recordings reintroduced tango to global audiences. This resurgence helped
preserve tango history in Argentina while encouraging innovation and cross-cultural exchanges.

Contemporary Tango and Its Global Legacy
Today, tango remains a vibrant and evolving art form, celebrated both in Argentina and worldwide.
Contemporary tango incorporates traditional elements alongside modern influences, reflecting a
dynamic cultural legacy.

Modern Tango Festivals and Communities
International tango festivals attract thousands of dancers and musicians, fostering a global
community committed to preserving and advancing the genre. Cities such as Buenos Aires, Paris, and
Tokyo serve as key hubs for tango culture, education, and performance.

Tango’s Influence on Popular Culture
Tango continues to inspire artists across various media, including music, dance, film, and theater. Its
distinctive rhythm and emotional depth make it a popular choice for contemporary composers and
choreographers, ensuring the ongoing relevance of tango history in Argentina in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the origins of tango in Argentina?
Tango originated in the late 19th century in the working-class neighborhoods of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, as a fusion of African, Native American, and European musical and dance traditions.

How did tango evolve in Argentina during the early 20th
century?
In the early 20th century, tango evolved from a local dance among immigrants to a popular cultural
expression across Argentina, gaining international fame and incorporating elements of jazz and
classical music.

Who are some of the most influential figures in the history of
Argentine tango?
Carlos Gardel, known as the 'King of Tango,' and Astor Piazzolla, who revolutionized tango music with
his new style, are among the most influential figures in Argentine tango history.

What role did Buenos Aires play in the development of tango?
Buenos Aires was the birthplace and cultural hub of tango, where immigrants from Europe and Africa
mingled, creating the unique social and musical environment that gave rise to tango.

How has tango in Argentina been recognized globally?
Tango has been recognized globally as an important cultural heritage of Argentina, with UNESCO
declaring Argentine tango an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009.

Additional Resources
1. Tango: The History of Argentina's Dance of Passion
This book delves into the origins and evolution of tango in Argentina, tracing its roots from the
working-class neighborhoods of Buenos Aires to its rise as a global phenomenon. It explores the social
and cultural influences that shaped tango music and dance, highlighting key figures and milestones in
its history. Richly illustrated with photographs and archival materials, the book offers a vivid portrayal
of tango’s enduring legacy.

2. The Soul of Tango: Argentina’s Musical Heritage
Focusing on the musical aspect of tango, this book examines the development of tango music and its
composers in Argentina. It discusses the fusion of African, European, and indigenous sounds that
created the distinctive tango rhythm. The narrative also considers the role of orchestras and iconic
musicians like Carlos Gardel in popularizing tango worldwide.

3. Dancing Through Time: The Argentine Tango Story
This comprehensive history charts the transformation of tango dance styles from the late 19th
century to the present day. It covers the social settings where tango was danced, from the slums to
elegant ballrooms, and analyzes how political and economic changes influenced its form. The book
also includes interviews with renowned tango dancers and instructors.



4. Buenos Aires and the Birth of Tango
Centering on Buenos Aires as the cradle of tango, this book explores how the city’s unique cultural
melting pot fostered the creation of tango. It details the immigrant communities’ contributions and
the urban landscapes that inspired tango’s themes of longing and nostalgia. The book paints a vivid
picture of early 20th-century Buenos Aires through the lens of tango.

5. Tango and Identity: Argentina’s Cultural Expression
This scholarly work investigates how tango became a symbol of Argentine national identity. It looks at
the dance’s role in expressing emotions, social struggles, and the country's diverse heritage. The
book also analyzes tango’s influence on literature, film, and visual arts, demonstrating its broad
cultural impact.

6. From Milongas to the World Stage: Tango’s Global Journey
Tracing tango’s expansion beyond Argentina, this book explores how tango was received and adapted
in countries around the world. It highlights key international performances, festivals, and the global
tango community that continues to thrive. The narrative showcases how tango maintains its
Argentine roots while evolving in global contexts.

7. The Golden Age of Argentine Tango
Focusing on the 1930s and 1940s, this book captures the period known as the Golden Age of tango in
Argentina. It profiles legendary musicians, orchestras, and dancers who defined this era and elevated
tango to new artistic heights. The book also discusses the social and political atmosphere that
influenced tango’s development during this time.

8. Women in Tango: Stories from the Dance Floors of Argentina
This book highlights the often overlooked contributions of women to the tango tradition in Argentina.
It presents biographies of pioneering female dancers, singers, and composers who challenged gender
norms through their art. The book also examines the evolving role of women in tango’s history and
contemporary scene.

9. Tango Lyrics and Poetry: Voices of Argentina
Exploring the lyrical and poetic dimension of tango, this book collects and analyzes famous tango
songs and their evocative lyrics. It discusses the themes of love, loss, and urban life that pervade
tango poetry. The book offers translations and commentary, revealing how tango lyrics reflect the
soul of Argentine culture.
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