tarot of the cat people

Tarot of the Cat People is a unique and captivating tarot deck that blends the mystical world of tarot
reading with the enchanting realm of feline companions. Created by artist and author Karen
Kuykendall in the early 1980s, this deck offers a refreshing take on traditional tarot imagery by
incorporating elements of fantasy and the ethereal, all while celebrating the beauty and mystery of
cats. This article delves into the history, symbolism, and practical uses of the Tarot of the Cat
People, making it an essential guide for both seasoned tarot practitioners and curious novices.

History of the Tarot of the Cat People

The Tarot of the Cat People was conceived during a time when the tarot community was expanding,
with many new artists and writers exploring the possibilities of tarot imagery. Kuykendall, a skilled
painter and illustrator, was inspired by her love of cats and the mystical qualities they possess.

Creation and Development

1. Inspiration: Kuykendall drew from her personal experiences with cats, which she viewed as
magical creatures. Their independent nature, grace, and enigmatic behaviors inspired her to create
a deck that reflects these characteristics.

2. Artistic Style: The artistic style of the deck is characterized by vibrant colors and ethereal
landscapes. Each card features a cat, often depicted in a whimsical or surreal environment,
emphasizing the connection between the feline and the mystical.

3. Publication: The deck was first published by U.S. Games Systems, Inc., and has since gained
popularity among tarot enthusiasts for its unique approach and stunning artwork.

Deck Composition

The Tarot of the Cat People comprises 78 cards, divided into two main sections: the Major Arcana
and the Minor Arcana.

- Major Arcana: This section includes 22 cards, each representing significant life lessons and
spiritual themes. Examples include:

- The Fool (0)

- The Magician (I)

- The High Priestess (II)

- The Lovers (VI)

- Minor Arcana: This section consists of 56 cards divided into four suits:
- Wands: Representing creativity and action.
- Cups: Symbolizing emotions and relationships.



- Swords: Indicating thoughts and challenges.
- Pentacles: Reflecting material aspects and the physical world.

Each suit is further divided into numbered cards (Ace through Ten) and Court cards (Page, Knight,
Queen, King). The imagery in the Minor Arcana also features cats engaged in various activities that
align with the themes of each suit.

Symbolism in the Tarot of the Cat People

Understanding the symbolism in the Tarot of the Cat People is essential for interpreting the cards
effectively. Each card is rich in meaning and can provide valuable insights during readings.

Feline Symbolism

Cats are often associated with various traits and characteristics that influence their portrayal in the
deck:

- Independence: Cats are known for their self-reliance, a trait that is reflected in the readings of the
Tarot of the Cat People, encouraging individuals to trust their instincts.

- Mystery: The enigmatic nature of cats adds a layer of depth to the readings, inviting seekers to
explore the unknown aspects of their lives.

- Intuition: Cats possess a keen sense of awareness, symbolizing the importance of intuition and
inner guidance in making decisions.

Imagery and Color

The vibrant colors and intricate designs within the deck evoke strong emotional responses. Each
card's color palette is carefully chosen to reflect its meaning and energy. For example:

- Warm Colors: Such as reds and oranges, may be used to signify passion and action.
- Cool Colors: Blues and greens can represent tranquility and healing.

Additionally, the imagery often includes elements of nature, fantasy, and spirituality, creating a rich
tapestry that invites deeper exploration.

Using the Tarot of the Cat People

Whether you are a seasoned reader or a beginner, the Tarot of the Cat People can be a valuable tool
for self-reflection and guidance. Here are some practical tips for using this enchanting deck.



Getting Started

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Deck: Spend time looking at each card, taking note of the imagery,
colors, and your emotional responses. This will help you create a personal connection with the deck.

2. Learn the Meanings: While the traditional meanings of the tarot cards provide a solid foundation,
allow your intuition to guide you. Write down your interpretations and insights as you work with
each card.

3. Practice Regularly: The more you use the deck, the more comfortable you will become with the
imagery and meanings. Consider keeping a tarot journal to document your readings and thoughts.

Reading Techniques

There are various techniques for conducting tarot readings. Here are a few popular spreads that can
be used specifically with the Tarot of the Cat People:

- Three-Card Spread: This simple spread is perfect for beginners. Each card represents the past,
present, and future regarding a particular question or situation.

- Celtic Cross Spread: A more complex spread that provides a comprehensive overview of a situation.
It includes ten positions representing various aspects of the querent's life.

- Cat Spread: Create a unique spread inspired by the Tarot of the Cat People. For example, you can
draw cards that represent different feline traits (e.g., independence, intuition, playfulness) and how
they apply to your current situation.

Conclusion

The Tarot of the Cat People stands out in the world of tarot decks for its beautiful artwork, unique
symbolism, and the magical presence of cats. Whether you are an experienced tarot reader or just
beginning your journey, this deck offers profound insights into your life’s questions and challenges.
Emphasizing themes of intuition, independence, and mystery, the Tarot of the Cat People
encourages users to embrace their inner wisdom and connect with the magical aspects of existence.
As you explore this enchanting deck, allow the cats to guide you through your tarot journey,
reminding you of the grace and mystery that life has to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Tarot of the Cat People' and how does it differ
from traditional tarot decks?

The 'Tarot of the Cat People' is a unique tarot deck created by Karen Kuykendall that features



anthropomorphic cat imagery and a fantasy theme. Unlike traditional tarot decks that often use
human figures and classical symbolism, this deck incorporates a whimsical style with cats
representing the archetypes, making it appealing to cat lovers and those who appreciate fantasy art.

Who is the artist behind the 'Tarot of the Cat People' and what
inspired its creation?

The artist behind the 'Tarot of the Cat People' is Karen Kuykendall. She was inspired by her love for
cats and the mystical qualities associated with them. The deck was intended to combine her artistic
vision with the spiritual and intuitive aspects of tarot reading, creating a playful yet meaningful tool
for divination.

What are some key themes explored in the 'Tarot of the Cat
People'?

Key themes in the 'Tarot of the Cat People' include intuition, independence, and the bond between
humans and animals. The deck emphasizes the unique characteristics of cats, such as curiosity and
playfulness, while also exploring deeper spiritual concepts like transformation and the journey of
self-discovery.

How can I use the ‘'Tarot of the Cat People' for readings?

To use the 'Tarot of the Cat People' for readings, shuffle the deck while focusing on a question or
intention. You can then draw cards in various spreads, such as a three-card spread for past, present,
future insights, or a Celtic cross for more detailed guidance. Interpret the cards based on their
imagery and traditional tarot meanings, while allowing your intuition to guide you.

Is the 'Tarot of the Cat People' suitable for beginners in tarot
reading?

Yes, the 'Tarot of the Cat People' is suitable for beginners as it combines accessible imagery with
traditional tarot meanings. The playful and engaging design can make learning tarot more enjoyable,
helping new readers connect with the cards intuitively while also providing a solid foundation in
tarot practices.
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