
teaching argument writing grades 6 12
supporting claims with relevant
evidence and clear reasoning
Teaching argument writing to students in grades 6-12 is a crucial component of
their education, as it equips them with essential skills to articulate their
thoughts, support their claims with relevant evidence, and employ clear
reasoning in their writing. In an increasingly complex world, the ability to
construct a well-reasoned argument is invaluable, not just academically, but also
in everyday life. This article delves into effective strategies for teaching
argument writing, emphasizing the importance of supporting claims with
evidence and fostering clear reasoning among students.

Understanding Argument Writing

Argument writing is a form of writing in which the author takes a stance on a particular
issue and supports that stance with logical reasoning and evidence. At its core, argument
writing involves three fundamental components:

1. Claim: The main point or position that the writer is advocating for.
2. Evidence: The data, facts, examples, or quotations that support the claim.
3. Reasoning: The logical connections that explain how the evidence supports the claim.

Developing proficiency in argument writing is essential because it teaches students to think
critically, engage with diverse perspectives, and communicate their ideas effectively.

The Importance of Supporting Claims with
Evidence

Supporting claims with relevant evidence is a cornerstone of effective argument writing.
Evidence provides the foundation upon which arguments stand. Without it, claims can seem
unfounded or subjective. Here are several reasons why supporting claims with evidence is
vital in argument writing:

1. Enhances Credibility

When students back up their claims with strong evidence, they enhance their credibility as
writers. Readers are more likely to trust arguments that are well-supported with factual
data, expert opinions, and real-world examples.



2. Encourages Critical Thinking

The process of finding and evaluating evidence encourages students to think critically
about their arguments. They learn to analyze sources, discern biases, and distinguish
between strong and weak evidence.

3. Engages Readers

Well-supported arguments are more engaging and persuasive. Readers are drawn to clear,
logical reasoning backed by credible evidence, which can lead to a more impactful writing
experience.

Strategies for Teaching Argument Writing

Teaching argument writing effectively requires a structured approach. Below are several
strategies tailored for grades 6-12 that can help educators guide students in developing
their argument writing skills.

1. Introduce the Basics of Argument Writing

Before delving into the complexities of argument writing, it’s essential to introduce
students to the basics. Use clear, simple definitions and examples to explain the
components of argument writing:

- Claim: Define what a claim is and provide examples from various contexts (e.g., social
issues, literature).
- Evidence: Discuss types of evidence (statistical, anecdotal, expert testimony) and how
they support claims.
- Reasoning: Explain how reasoning connects evidence to claims and why it is crucial for
persuasive writing.

2. Analyze Sample Arguments

Engage students in analyzing sample argument pieces. This could include editorials,
opinion pieces, or persuasive essays. Provide guiding questions to help students break
down the arguments:

- What is the main claim?
- What evidence is provided to support this claim?
- How does the author use reasoning to connect the evidence to the claim?
- Are there counterarguments, and how does the author address them?



This analysis will help students understand how successful arguments are structured and
the role each component plays.

3. Develop a Claim Statement

Guide students in developing their claim statements. A well-crafted claim should be clear,
specific, and debatable. Encourage students to:

- Choose a topic they are passionate about.
- Take a stance on the issue.
- Write a one-sentence claim that encapsulates their position.

4. Conduct Research for Evidence

Once students have their claims, instruct them on how to conduct research to gather
relevant evidence. Emphasize the importance of using credible sources, such as academic
journals, reputable news outlets, and expert interviews. Teach students how to:

- Identify relevant information that supports their claims.
- Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
- Evaluate the credibility of sources.

5. Organize Arguments Using Outlines

Help students organize their arguments logically using outlines. A typical argument outline
may include:

1. Introduction
- Hook
- Background information
- Claim statement

2. Body Paragraphs
- Topic sentence (related to the claim)
- Evidence (data, examples, quotes)
- Reasoning (explanation of how the evidence supports the claim)
- Counterargument (if applicable) and rebuttal

3. Conclusion
- Restatement of the claim
- Summary of key points
- Call to action or implications of the argument

Outlining helps students structure their thoughts and ensures that their arguments flow
logically.



6. Writing the Argument

Encourage students to draft their arguments based on their outlines. Remind them to focus
on:

- Clarity: Use clear language and avoid jargon.
- Cohesion: Ensure that each paragraph transitions smoothly to the next.
- Persuasiveness: Use rhetorical devices (e.g., ethos, pathos, logos) to strengthen their
arguments.

7. Peer Review and Feedback

After drafting their arguments, facilitate peer review sessions. Students can provide
constructive feedback on each other's work, focusing on:

- The strength and clarity of the claim.
- The relevance and quality of the evidence provided.
- The effectiveness of the reasoning used to connect evidence to the claim.

This collaborative process not only helps students refine their writing but also deepens their
understanding of argumentation through discussion.

8. Revise and Edit

Encourage students to revise their drafts based on peer feedback. Emphasize the
importance of editing for grammar, punctuation, and style. Remind students that writing is
a process, and effective arguments often require multiple revisions.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Open Dialogue

Teaching argument writing is not just about developing writing skills; it is also about
fostering critical thinking and open dialogue. Encourage students to explore multiple
perspectives on issues and understand opposing viewpoints. This can be achieved through:

- Debates: Organizing structured debates on relevant topics helps students practice
articulating their arguments and responding to counterarguments.
- Socratic Seminars: Facilitate discussions where students can engage with each other’s
ideas and explore different viewpoints in a respectful manner.
- Reflective Writing: Have students write reflections on what they learned from their peers
and how their opinions may have changed through discussion.



Conclusion

Teaching argument writing to students in grades 6-12 is an essential skill that prepares
them for academic success and active citizenship. By emphasizing the importance of
supporting claims with relevant evidence and clear reasoning, educators can empower
students to express their thoughts persuasively and critically. Through structured strategies
such as analyzing arguments, conducting research, and engaging in peer review, students
will develop the skills they need to argue effectively and thoughtfully in various contexts. In
a world where the ability to communicate ideas is paramount, teaching argument writing is
not just an academic exercise—it is a vital life skill.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of a strong argument in
writing for grades 6-12?
A strong argument includes a clear claim, relevant evidence to support that claim, sound
reasoning, and consideration of counterarguments.

How can teachers effectively teach students to support
their claims with evidence?
Teachers can model the process of finding and integrating evidence, use graphic organizers
to structure arguments, and provide practice opportunities through peer review.

What types of evidence are most effective for
supporting claims in argument writing?
Effective evidence includes statistics, expert testimonials, factual data, examples from
literature or history, and logical reasoning.

How can educators help students develop clear
reasoning in their arguments?
Educators can teach students to explain how their evidence supports their claim, using
sentence starters and graphic organizers to guide their reasoning.

What role do counterarguments play in argument
writing for middle and high school students?
Counterarguments help students anticipate opposing views, strengthen their argument by
addressing weaknesses, and demonstrate critical thinking.



What strategies can be used to assess students'
argument writing skills?
Teachers can use rubrics that focus on claim clarity, evidence relevance, reasoning quality,
organization, and mechanics, along with self-assessments and peer reviews.

How can technology enhance the teaching of argument
writing in the classroom?
Technology can provide access to research databases, enable collaborative writing tools,
and facilitate online discussions for developing and refining arguments.

What are some common misconceptions students have
about argument writing?
Students often believe that argument writing is simply about expressing opinions rather
than constructing logical claims supported by evidence and reasoning.

How can interdisciplinary approaches improve
argument writing skills in grades 6-12?
Integrating subjects like science, social studies, or literature allows students to practice
argument writing in various contexts, enhancing their ability to support claims with diverse
evidence.
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