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The Maze Runner series, authored by James Dashner, captivates readers with
its blend of action, mystery, and social commentary. Set in a dystopian
world, the story follows a group of teenagers trapped in a labyrinthine
structure known as the Maze, where they must navigate challenges and uncover
the truth about their existence. This teaching guide aims to provide
educators with a comprehensive framework to facilitate discussions, enhance
comprehension, and encourage critical thinking around the themes, characters,
and narrative structure of the Maze Runner.

Overview of the Maze Runner Series

The Maze Runner series includes four main books:

The Maze Runner (2009)
The Scorch Trials (2010)
The Death Cure (2011)
The Kill Order (2012)
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These novels explore complex themes such as survival, friendship, and the
ethical implications of scientific experimentation. The series presents a
unique opportunity for students to engage with literature that reflects
contemporary societal issues, such as authoritarianism, identity, and the
struggles of adolescence.

Objectives of the Teaching Guide

This teaching guide aims to achieve the following objectives:

— Enhance students’ comprehension of the text.

— Foster critical thinking and analytical skills.

— Encourage discussions around themes, characters, and plot development.
— Integrate creative assignments that align with learning outcomes.

Pre—Reading Activities

Before delving into the text, it is helpful to set the stage for students.
The following activities can engage students and pique their interest:

1. Introduction to Dystopian Literature

— Discuss the characteristics of dystopian literature.

- Explore other popular dystopian works (e.g., The Hunger Games, 1984, Brave
New World) .

— Ask students to consider what makes a society dystopian and to share their



thoughts on current events that resonate with these themes.

2. Vocabulary Preview

— Introduce key vocabulary words that students will encounter in the novel,
such as "Glade," "Griever," "WICKED," and "Runners."

— Create flashcards or use a vocabulary application to help students
familiarize themselves with the terms before reading.

3. Group Discussion on Ethics in Science

- Initiate a discussion about the ethical implications of scientific
experimentation.

— Pose questions such as: “What is the responsibility of scientists?” and
“How do we balance innovation with ethical considerations?”

Reading Activities

As students read the Maze Runner, engaging activities can help deepen their
understanding and encourage critical analysis.

1. Character Analysis

— Assign each student a character to analyze. Ask them to consider:
— Character Traits: What are their defining characteristics?

- Motivations: What drives them to act?

— Development: How do they change throughout the story?

- Have students create character maps or posters to visually represent their
analyses.

2. Thematic Journals

— Encourage students to keep thematic journals while reading.
— Assign themes such as:

— Friendship and Loyalty

- Fear and Courage

- Survival

— Prompt students to write reflections, quotes, and personal connections to
these themes.

3. Plot Mapping

— Have students create a plot map that outlines the major events in the
story, including:



— Exposition: Introduction to the Maze and characters.

— Rising Action: Key events leading to the climax.

— Climax: The turning point of the story.

— Falling Action and Resolution: How the story concludes.

Post—-Reading Activities

After completing the Maze Runner, consider the following activities to
reinforce learning.

1. Socratic Seminar

— Organize a Socratic seminar where students discuss questions such as:
- “What are the moral implications of WICKED’s experiments?”
— “How does fear influence the group’s decisions?”

- Encourage students to support their arguments with evidence from the text.

2. Creative Writing Assignment

- Ask students to write an alternative ending or a prequel chapter to the
Maze Runner.

— Encourage them to explore different character perspectives or to elaborate
on backstories.

3. Art and Visual Representation

— Have students create a visual representation of the Maze, including key
locations and their significance.

— Alternatively, they could design a new character or creature that could
exist within the Maze universe.

Discussion Questions

Facilitating discussions can help students articulate their thoughts and
engage with the text on a deeper level. Here are some thought-provoking
questions:

1. What role does memory play in the story? How does it affect the
characters' identities?

2. Discuss the concept of leadership as portrayed in the book. What qualities
make a good leader?

3. How does the author use symbolism in the Maze? What does the Maze
represent?

4. In what ways do the characters' choices reflect their values and beliefs?



Assessment and Evaluation

To assess students' understanding and engagement with the Maze Runner,
consider the following evaluation methods:

1. Written Response

- Have students write a response to a prompt that analyzes a specific theme
or character in the book.

2. Group Projects

- Organize students into groups to create presentations on different aspects
of the story, such as character analysis, themes, or the socio-political
implications of the narrative.

3. Reading Quizzes

- Implement periodic quizzes to gauge comprehension and recall of key events
and vocabulary.

Conclusion

The Maze Runner provides a rich landscape for exploration and discussion in
the classroom. By utilizing the activities and strategies outlined in this
teaching guide, educators can foster an engaging learning environment that
not only enhances students’ comprehension of the text but also encourages
critical thinking and creativity. This series not only captivates young
readers but also serves as a springboard for discussions about society,
ethics, and the complexities of human nature. Through a thoughtful approach
to teaching the Maze Runner, students can uncover deeper meanings and
connections that resonate with their own experiences and the world around
them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in 'The Maze Runner'
that can be discussed in a teaching guide?
Key themes include survival, friendship, identity, and the struggle against

oppressive systems. Discussing these themes can help students relate the
story to real-life situations.



How can educators incorporate character analysis into
a lesson plan based on 'The Maze Runner'?

Educators can have students create character maps that explore the
motivations, relationships, and development of characters like Thomas and
Teresa throughout the story.

What activities can help students understand the
setting of 'The Maze Runner'?

Activities could include mapping out the Glade and the Maze, creating
dioramas, or discussing how the setting influences character decisions and
the plot.

How can teachers use 'The Maze Runner' to discuss the
concept of dystopia?
Teachers can compare and contrast the dystopian elements of 'The Maze Runner'

with other dystopian works, encouraging students to identify common
characteristics and societal critiques.

What strategies can be employed to enhance student
engagement while reading 'The Maze Runner'?

Strategies include group discussions, role-playing scenes, and using
multimedia resources like film adaptations to enhance understanding and
interest.

How can 'The Maze Runner' be used to teach critical
thinking skills?
Teachers can encourage students to analyze characters' decisions and the

consequences of those choices, prompting discussions about ethics and moral
dilemmas.

What are some effective writing prompts related to
'The Maze Runner'?

Effective writing prompts could include: 'What would you do if you were in
Thomas's position?', 'Describe a day in the life of a Glader.', or 'Imagine a
new trial for the Maze.'

How can discussions about leadership in 'The Maze
Runner' benefit students?
Discussions about leadership styles showcased by characters like Alby and

Thomas can help students explore different approaches to leadership and the
impact of those styles on group dynamics.
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