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Introduction to Teec Nos Pos Trading Post

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is a historic and culturally rich trading post located in the
northeastern corner of Arizona, near the Four Corners region. Established in the early 20th
century, this trading post serves as a vital hub for the Navajo Nation, providing a link
between traditional indigenous culture and the modern economy. The trading post is not
only a marketplace but also a cultural center, showcasing the artistry, heritage, and
community spirit of the Navajo people. This article delves into the history, significance,
offerings, and cultural aspects of Teec Nos Pos Trading Post.

Historical Background

The history of Teec Nos Pos Trading Post dates back to 1918, when it was founded by a
local trader named John T. "Tom" Murdock. Originally, the trading post functioned as a
place for the Navajo people to exchange goods, primarily livestock, crafts, and agricultural
products, for manufactured items such as tools, clothing, and groceries.

Over the decades, the trading post evolved, reflecting the changes in the economic
landscape of the region. It transitioned from a simple barter system to a more complex
marketplace that catered to both local residents and tourists. The trading post became a
significant part of the Navajo economy, offering a platform for artisans to sell their crafts
and for visitors to learn about the Navajo culture.

Cultural Significance

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is more than just a commercial entity; it is a cultural landmark
that plays a crucial role in preserving and promoting Navajo traditions. The trading post
exemplifies the resilience of the Navajo people and their ability to adapt to changing
circumstances while maintaining their cultural identity.

Community Hub

The trading post serves as a gathering place for the local community. It hosts various
events that highlight Navajo culture, such as:

- Art shows featuring traditional and contemporary Navajo art
- Cultural festivals celebrating Navajo history and traditions
- Workshops for visitors to learn about Navajo crafts, including weaving and pottery



These events foster a sense of community among the Navajo people and provide an
opportunity for cultural exchange with outsiders.

Preservation of Traditions

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post plays a vital role in the preservation of traditional Navajo crafts.
By providing a marketplace for artisans to sell their work, the trading post helps keep
ancient practices alive. Visitors can find a variety of handmade items, including:

- Handwoven rugs
- Pottery
- Jewelry
- Baskets

These crafts not only represent the artistic talents of the Navajo people but also carry deep
cultural significance, often telling stories or embodying traditional beliefs.

Modern Offerings

Today, Teec Nos Pos Trading Post has expanded its offerings to include a range of products
and services that cater to both local residents and tourists. It operates as a general store,
providing essential goods and unique items that reflect the culture of the Navajo Nation.

Shopping Experience

Visitors to the trading post can expect a diverse shopping experience. The store features:

- Native American jewelry: Including silver and turquoise pieces crafted by local artisans.
- Traditional clothing: Such as Navajo dresses and blankets.
- Craft supplies: For those interested in trying their hand at traditional crafts.
- Local foods: Including traditional Navajo recipes and ingredients.

The shopping experience at Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is enriched by the opportunity to
interact with local artisans, who often tell the stories behind their creations.

Tourism and Education

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post attracts numerous tourists each year, making it an essential part
of the local economy. In addition to shopping, visitors can engage in educational
experiences, including:

- Guided tours: Exploring the history of the trading post and its importance to the Navajo
Nation.



- Cultural demonstrations: Where artisans showcase their craft-making processes.
- Storytelling sessions: Sharing traditional Navajo stories that convey moral lessons and
cultural values.

These educational components help visitors gain a deeper understanding of Navajo culture,
fostering respect and appreciation for indigenous traditions.

Environmental and Economic Impact

The presence of Teec Nos Pos Trading Post has a significant impact on both the local
environment and the economy. As a sustainable business, it employs local residents and
supports the community by keeping money within the Navajo Nation.

Economic Benefits

The trading post provides numerous economic benefits, including:

1. Job creation: Offering employment opportunities for locals in various roles, from sales to
craft-making.
2. Support for artisans: Providing a venue for local artists to sell their work and earn a
living.
3. Tourism revenue: Attracting visitors who contribute to the local economy through
spending on goods and services.

Environmental Stewardship

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post also promotes sustainability and environmental awareness.
Many artisans use traditional methods and materials in their crafts, reflecting a deeper
respect for the environment. The trading post encourages eco-friendly practices by:

- Sourcing materials locally when possible
- Promoting the use of natural dyes and sustainable materials in crafts
- Educating visitors about the importance of environmental conservation in Navajo culture

Conclusion

Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is more than a trading post; it is a cultural treasure that serves
as a bridge between the past and present for the Navajo Nation. By promoting traditional
crafts, providing economic opportunities, and serving as a community hub, it plays a crucial
role in preserving the rich heritage of the Navajo people. For visitors, it offers a unique
opportunity to engage with a vibrant culture while supporting local artisans and the
community.



Whether you are a traveler seeking authentic Navajo goods, a cultural enthusiast interested
in learning about indigenous traditions, or simply someone looking for a meaningful
experience, Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is a destination that promises to enrich your
understanding of the Navajo Nation and its enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Teec Nos Pos Trading Post?
Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is a historic trading post located in the Navajo Nation of Arizona,
offering a variety of Native American crafts, jewelry, and other goods.

When was the Teec Nos Pos Trading Post established?
The Teec Nos Pos Trading Post was established in the early 1900s and has been a central
hub for trade and cultural exchange in the area.

What types of products can you find at Teec Nos Pos
Trading Post?
Visitors can find authentic Native American jewelry, pottery, textiles, and other handcrafted
items at the Teec Nos Pos Trading Post.

Is Teec Nos Pos Trading Post a cultural landmark?
Yes, Teec Nos Pos Trading Post serves as a cultural landmark that preserves and promotes
Navajo heritage and craftsmanship.

How does Teec Nos Pos Trading Post support local
artisans?
Teec Nos Pos Trading Post supports local artisans by providing them a platform to sell their
handmade products, ensuring fair trade practices.

Are there any events or cultural activities at Teec Nos
Pos Trading Post?
Yes, the trading post often hosts cultural events, demonstrations, and workshops that
showcase Navajo traditions and crafts.

Can tourists visit Teec Nos Pos Trading Post?
Absolutely, Teec Nos Pos Trading Post welcomes tourists, offering a unique opportunity to
learn about Navajo culture and shop for authentic crafts.



What is the significance of the location of Teec Nos Pos
Trading Post?
Teec Nos Pos is located near the Arizona-New Mexico border, making it a strategic point for
trade among various Native American tribes.

How can visitors engage with the local community at
Teec Nos Pos Trading Post?
Visitors can engage with the local community by attending workshops, purchasing directly
from artisans, and participating in cultural events.

What is the best way to support Teec Nos Pos Trading
Post?
The best way to support Teec Nos Pos Trading Post is by visiting, shopping for authentic
crafts, and promoting awareness of Navajo culture.
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