tenth of december by george saunders

tenth of december by george saunders is a critically acclaimed collection of short stories that
showcases the unique narrative style and profound thematic concerns of one of contemporary
literature’s most celebrated authors. Released in 2013, this compilation has been praised for its
innovative approach to storytelling, blending dark humor, empathy, and existential reflection. This
article delves into the key aspects of tenth of december by george saunders, exploring its themes,
stylistic features, and impact on modern American fiction. The collection’s stories often navigate the
complexities of human nature, morality, and the pursuit of kindness amidst a flawed world.
Additionally, this piece will examine Saunders’s literary techniques that contribute to the collection’s
distinctive voice and resonance. Readers and scholars alike will find an in-depth analysis of how tenth
of december by george saunders embodies a fresh, empathetic vision in contemporary narrative art.
The following sections provide a structured overview of the book’s background, thematic essence,
narrative style, critical reception, and influence.
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Background and Publication

Tenth of december by george saunders was published in 2013 by Random House and quickly
garnered widespread acclaim. George Saunders, known for his previous works such as "CivilWarLand
in Bad Decline" and "Pastoralia," further cemented his reputation with this collection. The book
comprises ten stories that explore various facets of human experience, often set against surreal or
dystopian backdrops. Saunders’s career, spanning from journalism to creative writing, influenced the
diverse styles and voices found within the collection. The publication marked a significant milestone,
introducing a broader audience to Saunders’s innovative approach to short fiction. The book’s title
story, "Tenth of December," exemplifies the blend of dark humor and deep compassion characteristic
of the entire collection. Over the years, the collection has been translated into multiple languages,
expanding its global reach and impact.

Author’s Background

George Saunders is an American writer celebrated for his satirical and inventive storytelling. Before
gaining fame as a fiction writer, Saunders worked as a technical writer and copywriter, experiences
that shaped his sharp wit and observational skills. Holding an MFA from Syracuse University, Saunders
has taught creative writing and is recognized for merging literary experimentation with accessible



narratives. His work often challenges social norms and explores ethical dilemmas, themes that are
prominent in tenth of december by george saunders.

Publication History

The release of tenth of december by george saunders was a pivotal event in Saunders’s literary
career. The collection was published by Random House in the United States and quickly became a
bestseller. Its success was bolstered by positive reviews from major literary critics and inclusion in
numerous “best of” lists. The book’s availability in both print and digital formats increased its
accessibility, contributing to its sustained popularity. Subsequent editions included paperback
versions and audiobook formats narrated by prominent voice actors, further enhancing its reach.

Themes in Tenth of December

The thematic core of tenth of december by george saunders revolves around the exploration of
human kindness, mortality, and the moral complexities of modern life. Saunders crafts narratives that
delve into the struggles of ordinary individuals confronting extraordinary circumstances. Themes such
as empathy, redemption, and the search for meaning permeate the stories. The collection often
juxtaposes bleak or dystopian settings with moments of genuine humanity and hope, creating a
compelling tension that resonates deeply with readers.

Empathy and Human Connection

A dominant theme in tenth of december by george saunders is the power of empathy and the
importance of human connection. The stories frequently depict characters grappling with loneliness,
alienation, and the desire for understanding. Saunders uses these emotional struggles to highlight the
potential for kindness even in the most challenging situations. This theme encourages readers to
reflect on the ethical dimensions of their own interactions and the impact of compassion in society.

Mortality and Existential Reflection

Mortality and the awareness of life’s impermanence are recurrent motifs throughout the collection.
Several stories confront death directly or indirectly, prompting characters to reassess their lives and
values. Saunders’s treatment of existential questions is nuanced, often blending humor with
poignancy to explore how individuals find meaning in the face of inevitable loss. This reflective
approach adds philosophical depth to the narrative fabric of tenth of december by george saunders.

Social Critique and Satire

Alongside its emotional and philosophical themes, tenth of december by george saunders offers a
sharp critique of contemporary social issues. Through satirical portrayals of consumerism, technology,
and institutional systems, the collection challenges prevailing cultural norms and injustices.
Saunders’s use of satire serves both as a form of entertainment and a means to provoke critical
thought about societal values and behaviors.



e Empathy as a central moral principle

e Exploration of life and death

e Satirical examination of modern society

e Complex characters facing ethical dilemmas

e The intersection of humor and tragedy

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

George Saunders’s narrative style in tenth of december by george saunders is distinguished by its
inventive language, fragmented structure, and blending of genres. His prose is characterized by wit,
irony, and a conversational tone that engages readers while addressing profound themes. Saunders
employs techniques such as unreliable narration, shifting perspectives, and experimental formatting
to create immersive and thought-provoking stories. The collection’s style reflects a postmodern
sensibility that challenges traditional storytelling conventions.

Use of Dark Humor

Dark humor is a hallmark of Saunders’s writing in tenth of december by george saunders. He
leverages irony and absurdity to explore serious subjects without diminishing their gravity. This
approach allows the stories to balance levity with emotional intensity, making complex ideas more
accessible. The humor often arises from unexpected situations or character interactions, highlighting
the absurdities of human behavior and societal norms.

Characterization and Voice

The characters in tenth of december by george saunders are vividly drawn, often embodying
contradictions and vulnerabilities. Saunders gives each character a distinct voice that reflects their
psychological depth and social context. Through nuanced characterization, he invites readers to
empathize with diverse perspectives and moral quandaries. The narrative voices range from intimate
first-person accounts to more detached third-person observations, enriching the collection’s textual
variety.

Structural Innovation

Saunders frequently experiments with narrative structure in tenth of december by george saunders,
using fragmented timelines, stream-of-consciousness passages, and unconventional story arcs. These
techniques enhance the thematic exploration of memory, identity, and perception. The innovative
structures challenge readers to engage actively with the text, uncovering layers of meaning through
attentive reading. This stylistic boldness contributes to the collection’s critical acclaim and literary



significance.

Critical Reception and Awards

Tenth of december by george saunders received widespread critical acclaim upon its release,
establishing Saunders as a leading figure in contemporary American literature. Critics praised the
collection for its originality, emotional depth, and moral insight. Numerous literary reviewers
highlighted Saunders’s skillful balance of humor and pathos, as well as his ability to capture the
complexities of modern life. The book appeared on several prestigious “best books” lists and sparked
extensive academic discussion.

Major Awards and Honors

The collection was honored with several notable awards and nominations, reflecting its impact and
excellence. Among its accolades, tenth of december by george saunders was a finalist for the
National Book Award for Fiction and won the Folio Prize in 2014. These recognitions underscore the
book’s significance in contemporary literary circles and its contribution to the short story form.

Critical Praise

Literary critics have consistently lauded tenth of december by george saunders for its innovative
narrative techniques and profound thematic engagement. Reviews often emphasize Saunders’s
compassionate portrayal of flawed characters and his exploration of ethical dilemmas. The collection’s
blend of satire, empathy, and linguistic inventiveness has been cited as a model for modern short
fiction. Such critical endorsements have elevated the book’s status as a modern classic.

Finalist for the National Book Award

Winner of the Folio Prize

Featured on numerous best-of-the-year lists

Praised for innovation in short story form

e Subject of scholarly analysis and literary critique

Impact and Legacy in Contemporary Literature

Tenth of december by george saunders has had a lasting influence on contemporary literature,
inspiring both readers and writers with its distinctive approach to storytelling and moral inquiry. The
collection’s success has contributed to a renewed interest in the short story as a literary form capable
of addressing complex social and philosophical issues. Saunders’s work is often cited as a catalyst for
emerging writers exploring experimental narratives and ethical themes.



Influence on Emerging Writers

The innovative style and thematic focus of tenth of december by george saunders have inspired a
new generation of authors. Emerging writers frequently reference Saunders’s blend of humor,
empathy, and stylistic experimentation as a model for their own work. Workshops and creative writing
programs often include his stories in their curricula, highlighting his impact on contemporary literary
education.

Contribution to Literary Trends

The collection’s success has helped shape literary trends emphasizing moral complexity and narrative
innovation. Saunders’s integration of social critique with emotional depth has influenced broader
conversations about the role of fiction in society. Tenth of december by george saunders exemplifies
how literature can address pressing cultural issues while maintaining artistic originality and
accessibility.

Enduring Popularity

Years after its publication, tenth of december by george saunders remains widely read and studied.
Its enduring popularity is a testament to its universal themes and compelling storytelling. The book
continues to attract new readers and stimulate critical discourse, securing its place as a significant
work in 21st-century American literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Tenth of December' by George
Saunders?

‘Tenth of December' explores themes of mortality, kindness, redemption, and the human capacity for
empathy and connection.

Who is the main character in the story 'Tenth of December'?

The main character is a man named Robin, who is dealing with a terminal illness and an encounter
with a troubled boy named Tommy.

How does George Saunders use humor in 'Tenth of
December'?

Saunders uses dark humor and irony to balance the story’s serious themes, highlighting the
absurdities of life and human behavior.



What role does the setting play in ‘Tenth of December'?

The cold winter setting on the tenth of December creates a bleak and isolating atmosphere that
mirrors the characters’ emotional struggles.

How does 'Tenth of December' reflect George Saunders'’
narrative style?

The story showcases Saunders' distinctive style, combining deep psychological insight,
compassionate storytelling, and a blend of satire and sincerity.

What is the significance of the title ‘'Tenth of December'?

The title refers to the specific day in winter when the story takes place, symbolizing a moment of
decision, change, and the harsh realities of life.

How does Saunders portray morality in 'Tenth of December'?

Saunders presents morality as complex and nuanced, emphasizing acts of kindness and courage amid
difficult personal and social circumstances.

What impact does the encounter between Robin and Tommy
have in the story?

Their encounter leads to mutual understanding and a profound moment of empathy, highlighting the
transformative power of human connection.

Is 'Tenth of December' considered a part of any larger
collection?

Yes, 'Tenth of December' is the title story in George Saunders' critically acclaimed 2013 short story
collection.

What awards or recognition has 'Tenth of December
received?

‘Tenth of December' and its collection have received widespread acclaim, including being a finalist for
the National Book Award and winning several literary prizes.

Additional Resources

1. Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders

This novel by George Saunders explores themes of death, grief, and the afterlife through a unique
narrative set in a graveyard. It combines historical fiction with supernatural elements, focusing on
President Lincoln mourning the death of his young son. The book is known for its innovative structure
and emotional depth, much like the stories in *Tenth of December*.



2. Jesus' Son by Denis Johnson

A collection of linked short stories that delve into the lives of marginalized individuals struggling with
addiction and despair. Johnson's writing style is raw and poetic, capturing moments of grace amidst
chaos. Fans of Saunders' blend of dark humor and compassion will find this book compelling.

3. Brief Interviews with Hideous Men by David Foster Wallace

This collection of short stories and interviews presents fragmented, often unsettling views of modern
masculinity and human relationships. Wallace’'s complex narrative style and deep psychological
insight resonate with Saunders’ exploration of flawed humanity. The book challenges readers to
confront uncomfortable truths with wit and intelligence.

4. Department of Speculation by Jenny Offill

A novel that examines the complexities of marriage and selfhood through a fragmented, poetic
narrative. Offill's concise and evocative prose captures the emotional nuance of everyday life, akin to
Saunders' storytelling approach in *Tenth of December*. The book offers a profound meditation on
love, loss, and hope.

5. What Is Not Yours Is Not Yours by Helen Oyeyemi

A collection of short stories that blend fairy tale elements with contemporary issues, exploring themes
of identity and morality. Oyeyemi’s imaginative storytelling and lyrical prose create a surreal yet
relatable world, paralleling Saunders’ inventive and empathetic style. The stories provoke thought
about ownership and human connection.

6. Swamplandia! by Karen Russell

A novel about a young girl navigating her family’s alligator-wrestling theme park in the Florida
Everglades. Russell’s magical realism and quirky characters evoke a sense of wonder and melancholy
similar to Saunders’ work. The story combines humor and tragedy to explore themes of family and
survival.

1. Everything Inside by Edwidge Danticat

This collection of short stories explores the complexities of love, family, and identity, often focusing
on Haitian and Haitian-American experiences. Danticat's empathetic storytelling and lyrical prose
echo the emotional resonance found in *Tenth of December*. The stories delve into the human
capacity for resilience and forgiveness.

8. Her Body and Other Parties by Carmen Maria Machado

A genre-blending collection of stories that mix horror, fantasy, and realism to explore women'’s lives
and bodies. Machado’s inventive narratives and sharp social commentary resonate with Saunders’
ability to blend the fantastic with the everyday. The book challenges traditional storytelling and
highlights female experiences.

9. Me and Miss Mandible by Helen Simonson

A charming novel about an unconventional schoolteacher in a small English village. Simonson’s warm
humor and richly drawn characters provide a heartfelt look at community and personal growth. While
lighter in tone than Saunders’ work, it shares a focus on human kindness and the impact of small
moments.
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