TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 2015

TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 20 15 REPRESENT A CRITICAL FRAMEWORK GOVERNING THE PRACTICE OF PHARMACY
WITHIN THE STATE. THESE LAWS AND REGULATIONS ARE DESIGNED TO ENSURE THE SAFE, EFFECTIVE, AND ETHICAL DISPENSING OF
MEDICATIONS, PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, AND MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARDS FOR PHARMACY PROFESSIONALS. THe 2015 UPDATES
BROUGHT NOTABLE CHANGES AFFECTING LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, PRESCRIPTION PROTOCOLS, CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, AND
PHARMACY OPERATIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE REGULATIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR PHARMACISTS, PHARMACY TECHNICIANS,
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS, AND REGULATORY BODIES TO MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE AND DELIVER QUALITY PATIENT CARE. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXAMINATION OF THE KEY COMPONENTS OF TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 201 5,
HIGHLIGHTING THE MAJOR PROVISIONS, ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS, AND THE IMPACT ON PHARMACY PRACTICE ACROSS TexAs.
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL GUIDE READERS THROUGH LICENSING MANDATES, PRESCRIPTION REGULATIONS, CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE RULES, AND PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE 2015 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK.

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PHARMACY PERMITS
® PRESCRIPTION REGULATIONS AND PATIENT SAFETY

o CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT

PHARMACY PRACTICE STANDARDS AND ProFESSIONAL CONDUCT

® ENFORCEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PHARMACY PERMITS

THE 2015 TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS INTRODUCED SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR BOTH INDIVIDUAL PHARMACISTS
AND PHARMACY FACILITIES TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN PROPER LICENSURE. LICENSING ENSURES THAT PHARMACISTS MEET
EDUCATIONAL, EXPERIENTIAL, AND ETHICAL STANDARDS CRITICAL FOR SAFE MEDICATION DISPENSING. PHARMACIES MUST COMPLY
WITH STATE REQUIREMENTS TO SECURE PERMITS THAT AUTHORIZE THEM TO OPERATE LEGALLY WITHIN TEXAS.

PHARMACIST LICENSING CRITERIA

To BE LICENSED AS A PHARMACIST IN TEXAS UNDER THE 20 15 REGULATIONS, CANDIDATES MUST FULFILL SEVERAL
REQUIREMENTS INCLUDING GRADUATION FROM AN ACCREDITED PHARMACY PROGRAM, SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE NORTH
AMERICAN PHARMACIST LICENSURE EXAMINATION (NAPLEX), AND THE TEXAS MULTISTATE PHARMACY JURISPRUDENCE
ExAMINATION (MPJE). ADDITIONALLY, APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A DESIGNATED NUMBER OF INTERNSHIP HOURS
AND SUBMIT TO BACKGROUND CHECKS.

PHARMACY FACILITY PErRMITS

PHARMACIES OPERATING IN TEXAS MUST OBTAIN A PERMIT FROM THE TEXAS STATE BoARD oF PHARMACY. THE 2015
REGULATIONS MANDATE THAT THESE PERMITS BE RENEWED BIENNIALLY AND THAT PHARMACIES ADHERE TO STRICT PHYSICAL AND
OPERATIONAL STANDARDS. THESE INCLUDE SECURE STORAGE FOR MEDICATIONS, APPROPRIATE STAFFING, AND COMPLIANCE WITH
RECORD-KEEPING PROTOCOLS.

® ANNUAL CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PHARMACISTS

o DISPLAY OF LICENSE AND PERMIT IN A CONSPICUOUS AREA



o COMPLIANCE WITH FACILITY SAFETY AND SANITATION STANDARDS

® RECORD MAINTENANCE FOR PRESCRIPTIONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

PRESCRIPTION REGULATIONS AND PATIENT SAFETY

ENSURING PATIENT SAFETY IS A PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 20 15. THE GUIDELINES
GOVERNING PRESCRIPTIONS EMPHASIZE ACCURACY , PROPER DOCUMENTATION, AND VERIFICATION PROCESSES TO PREVENT
MEDICATION ERRORS AND MISUSE. THESE STANDARDS ALSO REGULATE ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS AND REFILLS.

PRESCRIPTION REQUIREMENTS

PRESCRIPTIONS MUST CONTAIN SPECIFIC INFORMATION TO BE VALID UNDER THE 20 15 RULES. THIS INCLUDES THE PATIENT’S
FULL NAME, DATE OF ISSUANCE, DRUG NAME, DOSAGE, QUANTITY, DIRECTIONS FOR USE, AND THE PRESCRIBER’S SIGNATURE AND
LICENSE NUMBER. THE LAW ALSO REQUIRES PHARMACISTS TO VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY OF PRESCRIPTIONS BEFORE DISPENSING.

ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS AND REFILLS

THeE 2015 REGULATIONS SUPPORT THE USE OF ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS (E‘PRESCRIBING) TO ENHANCE ACCURACY AND
REDUCE FRAUD. PHARMACIES MUST VERIFY E-PRESCRIPTIONS THROUGH SECURE SYSTEMS AND MAINTAIN RECORDS ACCORDINGLY.
REFILLS ARE SUBJECT TO LIMITATIONS DEFINED BY THE ORIGINAL PRESCRIPTION AND STATE LAWS, WITH CERTAIN CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES RESTRICTED FROM REFILLS.

MANDATORY PATIENT COUNSELING FOR NEW PRESCRIPTIONS

® VERIFICATION OF PATIENT IDENTITY AND ALLERGY HISTORY

e DOCUMENTATION OF PRESCRIPTION CHANGES AND INTERVENTIONS

ADHERENCE TO PRIVACY LAWS INCLUDING HIPAA COMPLIANCE

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES REGULATION IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 2015
AIMED AT COMBATING DRUG ABUSE WHILE ENSURING LEGITIMATE MEDICAL USE. THESE LAWS ALIGN WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS
BUT INCLUDE STATE-SPECIFIC PROVISIONS TO ENHANCE CONTROL AND MONITORING.

’

CLASSIFICATION AND SCHEDULING

THeE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT WITHIN TEXAS CLASSIFIES DRUGS INTO SCHEDULES BASED ON THEIR POTENTIAL FOR
ABUSE, MEDICAL USE, AND SAFETY. SCHEDULE | SUBSTANCES ARE PROHIBITED, WHILE SCHEDULES || THROUGH V HAVE SPECIFIC
PRESCRIBING AND DISPENSING RESTRICTIONS. THE 20 15 UPDATES REFINED THESE CLASSIFICATIONS AND INTRODUCED TIGHTER
CONTROLS ON CERTAIN MEDICATIONS.



PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM (PMP)

TEXAS IMPLEMENTED A PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM AS PART OF THE 20 15 REFORMS TO TRACK CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE PRESCRIPTIONS ELECTRONICALLY. PHARMACISTS ARE REQUIRED TO CONSULT THE PMP BEFORE DISPENSING
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL ABUSE OR DIVERSION. THIS TOOL SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE PRESCRIBING AND
HELPS PREVENT OPIOID MISUSE.

o MANDATORY PMP CHECKS BEFORE DISPENSING SCHEDULE |I-1V DRUGS

SECURE STORAGE AND INVENTORY CONTROL FOR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
® REPORTING OF THEFT, LOSS, OR DIVERSION INCIDENTS WITHIN 24 HOURS

® EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS ON CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PRESCRIBING

PHARMACY PRACTICE STANDARDS AND PrOFESSIONAL CONDUCT

THe 2015 TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS ESTABLISH CLEAR STANDARDS FOR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND
PHARMACY PRACTICE TO PROTECT PATIENTS AND UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY OF THE PROFESSION. T HESE STANDARDS COVER
ETHICAL BEHAVIOR, PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY, AND QUALITY ASSURANCE MEASURES.

ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS AND CONFIDENTIALITY

PHARMACISTS MUST ADHERE TO A STRICT CODE OF ETHICS THAT PRIORITIZES PATIENT WELFARE, INFORMED CONSENT, AND
CONFIDENTIALITY. THE REGULATIONS REINFORCE COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL PRIVACY LAWS, INCLUDING H|PAA/ ENSURING THAT
ALL PATIENT INFORMATION REMAINS PROTECTED THROUGHOUT THE DISPENSING PROCESS.

QUALITY ASSURANCE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

PHARMACIES ARE REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAMS THAT INCLUDE REGULAR AUDITS, ERROR REPORTING,
AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS. PHARMACISTS MUST COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS ANNUALLY TO MAINTAIN
LICENSURE, WITH A FOCUS ON EMERGING PHARMACY PRACTICES, DRUG SAFETY, AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE.

® MANDATORY REPORTING OF MEDICATION ERRORS AND ADVERSE EVENTS
¢ |MPLEMENTATION OF SAFEGUARDS AGAINST MEDICATION ERRORS

PERIODIC TRAINING ON NEW PHARMACY LAWS AND DRUG THERAPIES

e COLLABORATION WITH HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS TO OPTIMIZE PATIENT OUTCOMES

ENFORCEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

THE TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS 20 15 INCLUDE PROVISIONS FOR ENFORCEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS TO
ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH. THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY IS THE PRIMARY REGULATORY
BODY RESPONSIBLE FOR INVESTIGATION, ENFORCEMENT , AND ADJUDICATION OF VIOLATIONS.



INSPECTION AND COMPLIANCE MONITORING

THE BOARD CONDUCTS ROUTINE INSPECTIONS OF PHARMACY FACILITIES AND AUDITS RECORDS TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE WITH
STATE LAWS. INSPECTIONS MAY BE UNANNOUNCED AND INCLUDE EXAMINATION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES STORAGE,
PRESCRIPTION RECORDS, AND OPERATIONAL PRACTICES. NONCOMPLIANCE CAN RESULT IN SANCTIONS OR CORRECTIVE ORDERS.

DiscIPLINARY PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES

VIOLATIONS OF PHARMACY LAWS CAN LEAD TO DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, INCLUDING LICENSE SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, FINES
OR PROBATION. THE 2015 REGULATIONS SPECIFY A GRADUATED PENALTY SYSTEM BASED ON THE SEVERITY AND NATURE OF
THE VIOLATION. APPEALS PROCESSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR LICENSEES CONTESTING DISCIPLINARY DECISIONS.

/

® |MMEDIATE SUSPENSION FOR GROSS NEGLIGENCE OR ENDANGERMENT
e FINES PROPORTIONAL TO THE VIOLATION’S IMPACT
¢ MANDATORY REMEDIAL EDUCATION OR TRAINING PROGRAMS

e PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS FOR TRANSPARENCY

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAJOR CHANGES INTRODUCED IN TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS IN 2015?

IN 2015, TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS SAW UPDATES FOCUSING ON PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAMS, ENHANCED
REGULATIONS FOR PHARMACY TECHNICIANS, AND STRICTER CONTROLS ON CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES TO COMBAT ABUSE.

How pib THE 2015 TEXAS PHARMACY REGULATIONS AFFECT PRESCRIPTION DRUG
MONITORING?

THe 2015 REGULATIONS MANDATED MORE COMPREHENSIVE USE OF THE PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PrOGRAM (PMP) FOR
PHARMACISTS AND PRESCRIBERS TO HELP TRACK AND PREVENT PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE.

\X/ERE THERE NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR PHARMACY TECHNICIANS IN TEXAS IN 2015°

YES, TEXAS IMPLEMENTED STRICTER CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR PHARMACY TECHNICIANS IN 201 5,
INCLUDING MANDATORY REGISTRATION WITH THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY.

Dib TexAs PHARMACY LAWS IN 2015 ADDRESS THE DISPENSING OF CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES?

YES, THERE WERE ENHANCED REGULATIONS REGARDING THE DISPENSING OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, INCLUDING LIMITS ON
QUANTITIES AND ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION TO PREVENT MISUSE AND DIVERSION.

How pib 2015 TexAS PHARMACY REGULATIONS IMPACT PHARMACIST CONTINUING
EDUCATION?

PHARMACISTS IN TEXAS WERE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE SPECIFIC CONTINUING EDUCATION RELATED TO CONTROLLED



SUBSTANCES AND OPIOID ABUSE PREVENTION AS PART OF THEIR LICENSING REQUIREMENTS STARTING IN 20 15.

\WERE THERE ANY CHANGES IN TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS REGARDING TELEPHARMACY IN
2015°

IN 2015, TEXAS EXPANDED REGULATIONS TO BETTER DEFINE TELEPHARMACY PRACTICES, ALLOWING FOR REMOTE PHARMACIST
SUPERVISION UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS TO IMPROVE ACCESS IN RURAL AREAS.

\WHAT ARE THE 2015 TEXAS PHARMACY LAW REQUIREMENTS FOR PRESCRIPTION
LABELING?

THe 2015 REGULATIONS EMPHASIZED CLEAR AND ACCURATE PRESCRIPTION LABELING, INCLUDING PATIENT INSTRUCTIONS AND
W ARNINGS, TO ENHANCE MEDICATION SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE.

Dip TEXAS IMPLEMENT ANY LAWS IN 20 15 REGARDING THE DISPOSAL OF UNUSED
MEDICATIONS?

YES, TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS IN 2015 INCLUDED PROVISIONS ENCOURAGING PROPER DISPOSAL OF UNUSED OR EXPIRED
MEDICATIONS TO REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND PREVENT DRUG ABUSE.

How pib THE 2015 TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS ADDRESS IMMUNIZATIONS BY
PHARMACISTS?

TEXAS UPDATED REGULATIONS IN 2015 ToO ALLOW PHARMACISTS TO ADMINISTER A BROADER RANGE OF IMMUNIZATIONS TO
PATIENTS, WITH SPECIFIED PROTOCOLS AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. TexAs PHARMACY LAwS AND REGULATIONS 20 156: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE PHARMACY LAWS AND REGULATIONS SPECIFIC TO TEXAS AS oF 2015.
|T COVERS LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, PRESCRIPTION PROTOCOLS, AND COMPLIANCE STANDARDS FOR PHARMACISTS AND
PHARMACY TECHNICIANS. THE GUIDE IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROFESSIONALS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE LEGAL FRAMEW ORK
GOVERNING PHARMACY PRACTICE IN TEXAS.

2. PHARMACY PRACTICE IN TEXAS: LEGAL AND REGULATORY PERSPECTIVES 20 16

FOCUSING ON THE LEGAL INTRICACIES OF PHARMACY PRACTICE IN TEXAS, THIS BOOK PROVIDES DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF
STATE LAWS AFFECTING PHARMACISTS. |T INCLUDES CASE STUDIES AND REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES TO ILLUSTRATE THE
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS. THE 20 15 EDITION REFLECTS UPDATES IN LEGISLATION AND ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES RELEVANT
TO THAT YEAR.

3. 2015 TExAS PHARMACY LAwW EXAM PREPARATION

DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS PREPARING FOR PHARMACY LAW EXAMINATIONS, THIS BOOK COVERS KEY TOPICS
FOUND IN TEXAS PHARMACY LAW AS OF 2015. IT INCLUDES PRACTICE QUESTIONS, SUMMARIES, AND CLARIFICATIONS ON
COMPLEX LEGAL ISSUES. THE RESOURCE IS TAILORED TO HELP CANDIDATES PASS LICENSING AND CERTIFICATION TESTS WITH
CONFIDENCE.

4. REGULATORY COMPLIANCE FOR TEXAS PHARMACIES: 20 15 EDITION

THIS PUBLICATION FOCUSES ON ENSURING PHARMACIES COMPLY WITH TEXAS STATE REGULATIONS EFFECTIVE IN 2015, IT
OUTLINES PROCEDURES FOR AUDITS, RECORD-KEEPING, AND HANDLING CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. PHARMACISTS AND PHARMACY
MANAGERS WILL FIND PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR MAINTAINING COMPLIANCE AND AVOIDING LEGAL PITFALLS.

5. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AND PHARMACY LAW IN TExAas 2015
A SPECIALIZED BOOK CONCENTRATING ON THE REGULATION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES WITHIN TEXAS PHARMACIES AS OF
2015. IT DISCUSSES FEDERAL AND STATE LAW INTERSECTIONS, PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAMS, AND ENFORCEMENT



ACTIONS. THE BOOK IS A VITAL RESOURCE FOR PHARMACISTS MANAGING CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS.

6. TEXAS PHARMACY BoArD RULES AND REGULATIONS 20156

THIS TITLE COMPILES THE OFFICIAL RULES AND REGULATIONS ISSUED BY THE TEXAS STATE BoARD OF PHARMACY IN 2015. IT
SERVES AS A REFERENCE FOR UNDERSTANDING BOARD POLICIES, DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES, AND LICENSE RENEW AL GUIDELINES.
THE BOOK IS UPDATED TO REFLECT ANY AMENDMENTS MADE DURING THAT YEAR.

7. PHARMACY ETHICS AND TEXAS LAw: A 2015 OVERVIEW

EXAMINING THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS INTERTWINED WITH TEXAS PHARMACY LAW, THIS BOOK ADDRESSES DILEMMAS
PHARMACISTS FACE UNDER THE 20 15 REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT. T OPICS INCLUDE PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY, INFORMED
CONSENT, AND PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY. |T IS DESIGNED TO HELP PHARMACISTS NAVIGATE THEIR DUTIES WITHIN LEGAL AND
ETHICAL BOUNDARIES.

8. TexAS PHARMACY LAw Hanpsook 20 15

THIS HANDBOOK PROVIDES A CONCISE YET THOROUGH REVIEW OF TEXAS PHARMACY LAWS AS THEY sTooD IN 2015. 1T 1s
FORMATTED FOR EASY REFERENCE, MAKING IT USEFUL FOR DAILY PRACTICE AND QUICK CONSULTATION. THE BOOK COVERS
LICENSING, PRESCRIPTION REQUIREMENTS, AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS IN CLEAR LANGUAGE.

Q. UPpATES AND CHANGES IN TEXAS PHARMACY LAaws: 2015 EpbiTion

FOCUSING ON THE LEGISLATIVE CHANGES AND REGULATORY UPDATES INTRODUCED IN 2015, THIS BOOK HELPS PHARMACY
PROFESSIONALS STAY INFORMED ABOUT NEW LEGAL REQUIREMENTS. |T ANALYZES THE IMPACT OF THESE CHANGES ON PHARMACY
OPERATIONS AND PATIENT CARE. THE BOOK IS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR MAINTAINING CURRENT KNOWLEDGE OF TEXAS
PHARMACY LAW.

Texas Pharmacy Laws And Regulations 2015

Texas Pharmacy Laws And Regulations 2015
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