
texas special education disability codes
texas special education disability codes are essential for identifying and categorizing the various
disabilities that qualify students for special education services within the state. These codes provide a
standardized framework for educators, administrators, and specialists to ensure appropriate
educational accommodations and interventions are provided. Understanding these disability codes is
crucial for parents, teachers, and professionals involved in the Individualized Education Program (IEP)
process. This article offers a detailed overview of the Texas special education disability codes, their
definitions, and the eligibility criteria associated with each. Additionally, it will explore how these
codes align with federal guidelines and impact educational planning. The information presented will
assist stakeholders in navigating the special education landscape more effectively. The following
sections will cover the classification system, the most common disability categories, procedural
aspects, and practical applications in Texas schools.
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Understanding Texas Special Education Disability
Codes
Texas special education disability codes serve as a formal classification system used by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) to identify students who require specialized instruction due to disabilities.
These codes are integral in documenting and communicating a student’s eligibility for special
education services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The coding system
assists educators and service providers in developing tailored educational plans that address unique
learning needs. Each code corresponds to a specific disability category, ranging from learning
disabilities to more severe impairments. The use of these codes ensures consistency in reporting and
compliance with state and federal regulations. Furthermore, proper application of disability codes
facilitates data collection for monitoring student progress and outcomes statewide.

Purpose and Function
The primary function of texas special education disability codes is to classify and communicate the
nature of a student’s disability for educational planning and service delivery. These codes help in
documenting eligibility, guiding assessment decisions, and structuring individualized supports.
Additionally, they enable schools to track the prevalence of disabilities and allocate resources
effectively. Accurate coding is also vital for legal compliance and for ensuring that students receive



the services to which they are entitled under IDEA and Texas state law.

How Codes Are Used in Texas Schools
In Texas, schools use disability codes throughout the special education process, including initial
eligibility determination, reevaluation, and when developing the Individualized Education Program
(IEP). The codes appear in educational records, reports, and state data systems. They guide the
multidisciplinary teams in selecting appropriate instructional strategies and accommodations. Texas
educators receive training on these codes to maintain consistency and accuracy in their application.

Major Categories of Disability Codes in Texas
Texas special education disability codes encompass a wide range of conditions that affect a student's
educational performance. These categories are derived from both federal IDEA definitions and Texas
state policies. Below are the principal categories recognized in Texas, each with specific eligibility
criteria and educational implications.

1. Specific Learning Disability (SLD)
Specific Learning Disability is one of the most common disability categories and refers to a disorder in
one or more basic psychological processes involved in understanding or using language. Students
with SLD may struggle with reading, writing, mathematics, or other academic areas. The texas special
education disability codes identify SLD to ensure students receive targeted interventions addressing
their unique academic challenges.

2. Other Health Impairment (OHI)
Other Health Impairment covers conditions that limit strength, vitality, or alertness due to chronic or
acute health problems such as ADHD, asthma, or epilepsy. OHI codes are used to provide
accommodations that support the student's health needs and academic success.

3. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
Autism Spectrum Disorder is characterized by challenges with social communication and repetitive
behaviors. The texas special education disability codes for ASD facilitate specialized instructional
approaches and support services tailored to the spectrum of needs presented by students.

4. Emotional Disturbance (ED)
Emotional Disturbance encompasses various mental health conditions that adversely affect
educational performance. Students with ED may exhibit anxiety, depression, or behavioral issues.
Accurate coding ensures access to counseling, behavioral interventions, and other supports within the
educational setting.



5. Intellectual Disability (ID)
Intellectual Disability refers to significantly below-average intellectual functioning accompanied by
deficits in adaptive behavior. Texas disability codes for ID help schools develop comprehensive
educational programs that promote skill development and independence.

Additional Disability Categories
Other recognized categories include Visual Impairment, Deafness, Hearing Impairment, Speech or
Language Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury, Orthopedic Impairment, and Multiple Disabilities. Each
category has specific definitions and criteria used in the texas special education disability codes
system.

Specific Learning Disability (SLD)

Other Health Impairment (OHI)

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Emotional Disturbance (ED)

Intellectual Disability (ID)

Visual Impairment (VI)

Hearing Impairment (HI) and Deafness

Speech or Language Impairment (SLI)

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

Orthopedic Impairment (OI)

Multiple Disabilities (MD)

Federal and State Alignment of Disability Codes
The texas special education disability codes are closely aligned with the federal IDEA disability
categories to maintain consistency across states while addressing Texas-specific educational needs.
This alignment ensures that students identified under these codes are eligible for federally mandated
services and protections. The Texas Education Agency adopts federal definitions but may include
additional guidance to support local implementation.



Compliance with IDEA
IDEA establishes the categories of disabilities for which states must provide special education
services. Texas incorporates these categories into its own coding system to comply with federal
requirements. This ensures students with disabilities receive a free appropriate public education
(FAPE) and that schools meet accountability standards.

State-Specific Adaptations
While following IDEA, Texas also addresses state-specific educational contexts by providing detailed
criteria and procedural guidelines for its disability codes. These adaptations help refine eligibility
determinations and service delivery to better serve Texas students.

Eligibility and Assessment Procedures
Determining eligibility for special education services under the texas special education disability
codes involves a comprehensive assessment process. This process includes multi-disciplinary
evaluations to assess the presence of a disability and its impact on educational performance. The
results guide the placement and services provided to the student.

Initial Referral and Evaluation
When a disability is suspected, the student undergoes a referral for evaluation. A team of qualified
professionals conducts assessments that may include cognitive, academic, behavioral, and medical
evaluations. The evaluation results are compared against the criteria for each texas special education
disability code to determine eligibility.

Eligibility Determination
A multidisciplinary team reviews the evaluation data to decide if the student meets the criteria for
one or more disability categories. This team includes educators, specialists, and the student’s parents
or guardians. The decision must be documented using the appropriate texas special education
disability codes.

Reevaluation and Ongoing Assessment
Periodic reevaluation is required to ensure that the student continues to qualify for services and that
their educational needs are being met. Reevaluations may result in code updates or changes to the
educational program.



Implications for Individualized Education Programs
(IEPs)
The texas special education disability codes play a critical role in the development and
implementation of Individualized Education Programs. The codes inform the goals, accommodations,
and related services specified in the IEP to address the student’s unique needs effectively.

IEP Development Based on Disability Codes
Once eligibility is established, the disability code guides the IEP team in selecting appropriate
educational goals, instructional methods, and support services. The code helps identify specific
challenges and strengths, ensuring the IEP is personalized and aligned with best practices for the
student's disability category.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Services
The disability codes also assist in tracking the student’s progress toward IEP goals. Regular
monitoring allows educators to adjust instructional strategies and supports as necessary. This
dynamic approach ensures that services remain relevant and effective over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Texas special education disability codes?
Texas special education disability codes are specific identifiers used to categorize students with
disabilities according to state and federal guidelines to ensure appropriate special education services.

How many disability categories are recognized in Texas
special education?
Texas recognizes 13 primary disability categories for special education, including Autism, Deaf-
Blindness, Emotional Disturbance, Hearing Impairment, Intellectual Disability, Multiple Disabilities,
Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Speech or Language
Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury, Visual Impairment, and Deafness.

Where can I find the official list of Texas special education
disability codes?
The official list of Texas special education disability codes can be found on the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) website, specifically within the special education resources and documentation section.



Why are disability codes important in Texas special
education?
Disability codes are important because they help schools identify the specific needs of students,
ensure compliance with IDEA regulations, and facilitate appropriate service delivery and funding
allocation.

Can a student have more than one Texas special education
disability code?
Yes, a student can be identified with multiple disability codes if they have more than one qualifying
disability that impacts their educational performance and requires special education services.

How are Texas special education disability codes used in the
Individualized Education Program (IEP)?
Disability codes are used in the IEP to document the student's eligibility category, guide the
development of educational goals, and determine the types of accommodations and services the
student will receive.

Has Texas updated any special education disability codes
recently?
Texas periodically updates its special education disability codes to align with federal guidelines and
best practices; for the most recent updates, it is best to consult the Texas Education Agency's official
communications and resources.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Texas Special Education Disability Codes: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the various disability codes used in Texas special
education. It explains the criteria for each code, how they are applied in educational settings, and the
legal implications for students, parents, and educators. The guide also includes practical examples
and case studies to enhance comprehension.

2. Texas Special Education Law and Disability Codes Explained
Focusing on the intersection of law and special education, this book breaks down the legal framework
governing disability codes in Texas. It covers federal and state regulations, the Individualized
Education Program (IEP) process, and provides guidance on compliance for school districts. Educators
and administrators will find this resource particularly useful for navigating legal requirements.

3. Implementing Disability Codes in Texas Schools: Best Practices for Educators
Designed for teachers and school staff, this book offers strategies for effectively recognizing and
implementing disability codes within Texas classrooms. It includes tips for assessment,
documentation, and collaboration with families to support students with disabilities. The book aims to
improve educational outcomes through informed and consistent application of codes.



4. Special Education Eligibility and Disability Categories in Texas
This title focuses on the eligibility determination process for special education services in Texas. It
explains each disability category, assessment tools, and decision-making criteria used by school
evaluation teams. The book serves as a valuable resource for professionals involved in student
evaluations and placement.

5. Texas Disability Codes and IEP Development: A Practical Handbook
A practical manual that links Texas disability codes directly to the development of effective
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). It provides templates, goal-writing tips, and examples
tailored to various disability categories. Special education coordinators and case managers will
benefit from its clear, actionable advice.

6. Legal and Educational Perspectives on Texas Special Education Disability Codes
This book offers a dual perspective on disability codes, combining insights from legal experts and
educators in Texas. It addresses challenges in classification, rights of students, and advocacy
strategies. Readers gain a holistic understanding of how disability codes impact educational access
and equity.

7. Assessment and Classification of Disabilities in Texas Special Education
Focused on assessment, this book explains the tools and methods used to classify disabilities under
Texas special education standards. It discusses psychological, educational, and medical evaluations,
emphasizing accuracy and fairness in classification. The resource is ideal for school psychologists and
assessment teams.

8. Parental Guide to Texas Special Education Disability Codes
Written for parents and guardians, this guide demystifies the complex terminology and processes
associated with Texas disability codes. It empowers families to advocate effectively for their children
by explaining rights, evaluation procedures, and service options. The book also offers advice on
working collaboratively with schools.

9. Trends and Changes in Texas Special Education Disability Coding
This book reviews recent updates and emerging trends in the classification of disabilities within the
Texas special education system. It highlights shifts in policy, data collection, and the impact of new
research on coding practices. Educators and policymakers will find this resource valuable for staying
current with evolving standards.
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