
texas tech quarterbacks history

Texas Tech quarterbacks history is a compelling narrative that intertwines the evolution of college football,
innovation in offensive strategies, and the emergence of numerous standout athletes. Texas Tech
University, located in Lubbock, Texas, has a storied football program that has produced some of the most
prolific quarterbacks in college football history. This article aims to explore the evolution of Texas Tech
quarterbacks, highlighting key players, their achievements, and the impact they have had on the program
and the sport.

Early Years: The Foundation of Texas Tech Football

Texas Tech University established its football program in 1925. The early years were characterized by
modest success, with the team often struggling to compete against larger programs. However, as the
decades progressed, the team began to develop a reputation for its dynamic offensive style, which laid the
groundwork for future quarterback success.

The 1970s and 1980s: The Rise of the Passing Game

The introduction of the pass-heavy offense in the 1970s marked a significant turning point for Texas Tech
football. During this period, the program began to attract talented quarterbacks who would go on to leave a
lasting impact.

1. Duffy Daugherty (1972-1974): Daugherty was one of the first quarterbacks to showcase the potential of a
strong aerial attack. His leadership on the field helped elevate the program's status within the Southwest
Conference.

2. Mark Murdock (1981-1983): Murdock continued the trend of successful passing quarterbacks, setting
several school records during his tenure. He became known for his strong arm and ability to read defenses.

The Mike Leach Era: Transforming Texas Tech Offense

The hiring of Mike Leach in 2000 marked a revolutionary era for Texas Tech football. Leach introduced
the Air Raid offense, a system that emphasized a high-octane passing game. This innovation not only
transformed Texas Tech into a national contender but also produced several record-breaking quarterbacks.



Notable Quarterbacks Under Mike Leach

1. Kliff Kingsbury (2000-2002): Kingsbury was the first quarterback to truly excel in Leach's system. He set
multiple school records, including career passing yards and touchdowns. His success paved the way for
future quarterbacks in the program.

2. B.J. Symons (2002-2003): Following Kingsbury, Symons took the reins and further shattered records. In
2003, he threw for an astonishing 5,833 yards and 52 touchdowns, earning the Sammy Baugh Trophy as
the nation’s top passer.

3. Graham Harrell (2005-2008): Harrell is arguably the most successful quarterback in Texas Tech history.
He led the team to multiple bowl games and was a finalist for the prestigious Davey O'Brien Award in
2008. Under his leadership, the Red Raiders achieved a historic 11-win season in 2008, culminating in a
victory over the Texas Longhorns.

Post-Leach Era: Maintaining Success

After Mike Leach's departure in 2009, Texas Tech faced the challenge of maintaining its offensive success.
Several quarterbacks stepped in, each bringing their own unique talents to the field.

Key Quarterbacks After Mike Leach

1. Taylor Potts (2009-2011): Potts took over the starting job after Leach's departure. Although he faced
challenges, including a coaching transition, he showcased his abilities and kept the team competitive.

2. Seth Doege (2010-2012): Doege excelled in the Red Raiders' offense, throwing for over 4,000 yards in
both 2011 and 2012. He was known for his poise in the pocket and ability to deliver accurate passes.

3. Baker Mayfield (2013): Although Mayfield’s time at Texas Tech was brief, he made a significant impact
during his freshman year before transferring to Oklahoma. His performance as a Red Raider showcased his
potential, leading him to become a Heisman Trophy winner at Oklahoma.

The Kingsbury Legacy and Beyond

In 2013, Kliff Kingsbury returned to Texas Tech, this time as head coach. He aimed to replicate the success
he experienced as a player under Mike Leach.



Quarterbacks Under Kliff Kingsbury

1. Patrick Mahomes (2014-2016): Mahomes took the quarterback position to new heights, displaying an
unparalleled combination of arm strength and mobility. He threw for over 5,000 yards in 2015 and was
selected in the first round of the 2017 NFL Draft by the Kansas City Chiefs, where he went on to win
multiple Super Bowls and an MVP award.

2. Nic Shimonek (2015-2017): Shimonek was a reliable signal-caller who stepped up during Mahomes'
absence in 2016. He continued to excel in Kingsbury’s offense, leading the team to a bowl game appearance.

3. Alan Bowman (2018-2020): Bowman showcased his talent as a dual-threat quarterback. Despite injuries
hampering his career, he left a mark on the program with his performance and leadership.

Current Landscape and Future Prospects

As of the 2023 season, the Texas Tech football program continues to evolve. With a new coaching staff and
fresh talent, the legacy of Texas Tech quarterbacks remains integral to the program's identity.

Emerging Talents

1. Tyler Shough (2021-present): Shough transferred to Texas Tech and quickly became an integral part of
the offense. His size and arm strength have drawn comparisons to previous greats.

2. Donovan Smith (2021-2022): Smith displayed flashes of brilliance during his tenure, particularly with his
ability to make plays under pressure. His performances have kept the Red Raiders competitive in a
challenging Big 12 Conference.

3. Future Recruitments: Texas Tech is actively pursuing top high school quarterbacks and transfers to
ensure the continuation of its rich quarterback legacy. The program aims to attract players who can thrive
in a high-paced offensive system.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Texas Tech Quarterbacks

The history of Texas Tech quarterbacks is a testament to the program's evolution and adaptability. From
the early years to the Air Raid offense under Mike Leach, the Red Raiders have produced some of the
most talented quarterbacks in college football history. Each quarterback has contributed to the legacy,
leaving an indelible mark on the program and paving the way for future athletes.



As Texas Tech continues to evolve, one thing remains clear: the spirit of innovation and excellence in
quarterback play will always be a cornerstone of the Red Raiders' identity. With a promising future ahead,
fans can look forward to the next chapter in the storied history of Texas Tech quarterbacks.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for Texas Tech?
The first starting quarterback for Texas Tech was E. Y. Freeland, who played in the inaugural season in
1925.

Which Texas Tech quarterback holds the record for most career passing
yards?
The record for most career passing yards at Texas Tech is held by Patrick Mahomes, who threw for over
11,000 yards from 2014 to 2016.

What year did Kliff Kingsbury lead Texas Tech to a top 10 finish?
Kliff Kingsbury led Texas Tech to a top 10 finish in 2008, finishing the season ranked 12th in the AP poll.

Who was the Texas Tech quarterback during the 2007 season known for
his impressive performance?
Graham Harrell was the Texas Tech quarterback during the 2007 season, where he led the team to a 10-2
record and a victory in the Cotton Bowl.

What notable achievement did Johnny Manziel have against Texas Tech
in 2013?
In 2013, Johnny Manziel threw for 373 yards and 3 touchdowns against Texas Tech, leading Texas A&M to
a 57-24 victory.

Which Texas Tech quarterback won the Sammy Baugh Trophy?
Graham Harrell won the Sammy Baugh Trophy in 2007, awarded to the nation’s top quarterback.

Who succeeded Patrick Mahomes as the starting quarterback at Texas



Tech?
Nic Shimonek succeeded Patrick Mahomes as the starting quarterback for Texas Tech in 2017.

Which Texas Tech quarterback set a single-season record for touchdown
passes?
Patrick Mahomes set a single-season record for touchdown passes at Texas Tech with 50 touchdowns in the
2016 season.

What was a key highlight of the 2011 season for Texas Tech
quarterbacks?
The key highlight of the 2011 season was Texas Tech quarterback Seth Doege throwing for over 4,000
yards and leading the team to a bowl game.

Which quarterback led Texas Tech to its first Big 12 Championship game
appearance?
The quarterback who led Texas Tech to its first Big 12 Championship game appearance was Baker
Mayfield during the 2015 season.
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