
that was then this is now se hinton

that was then this is now se hinton is a compelling young adult novel that has captivated readers since its
publication, offering a profound exploration of friendship, change, and the challenges of adolescence. Written
by S.E. Hinton, a pioneering author in the genre, the book serves as a sequel and companion to her groundbreaking
work, "The Outsiders." This article delves into the themes, characters, and cultural impact of "That Was
Then, This Is Now," highlighting why it remains a significant work in young adult literature. Additionally, the
discussion includes an overview of S.E. Hinton’s writing style, the novel’s reception, and its adaptation into
film. Readers interested in coming-of-age stories and literary analysis will find valuable insights throughout
this comprehensive examination of that was then this is now se hinton.
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Overview of That Was Then, This Is Now

"That Was Then, This Is Now" is a novel published in 1971 by S.E. Hinton, who was already well-known for
her debut novel, "The Outsiders." Set in the same universe as "The Outsiders," the story follows the lives of
two close friends, Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings, as they navigate the complexities of growing up in a
turbulent environment. The narrative explores how their friendship evolves in the face of personal growth,
social pressures, and moral dilemmas.

The novel is known for its realistic portrayal of teenage life in the early 1970s, tackling issues such as drug
use, violence, and the struggle for identity. Hinton’s work continues to resonate due to its honest depiction of
adolescent challenges and its nuanced character development. "That Was Then, This Is Now" offers a raw and
authentic perspective on the transition from youth to adulthood, making it an essential read in the young
adult genre.

Main Characters and Relationships

The strength of that was then this is now se hinton lies in its well-developed characters and the dynamics of
their relationships. The novel’s protagonists, Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings, share a deep bond that is tested
throughout the story as they face conflicting values and life choices.

Bryon Douglas

Bryon serves as the narrator and central figure of the novel. He begins as a carefree teenager who enjoys a
close friendship with Mark. However, as the plot progresses, Bryon experiences significant personal growth,
grappling with issues of loyalty, morality, and responsibility. His evolving perspective challenges the status
quo and ultimately drives the story’s emotional core.



Mark Jennings

Mark is Bryon’s best friend and partner in many adventures. Unlike Bryon, Mark maintains his youthful
rebelliousness and resistance to change for much of the novel. His character represents the struggle to hold
onto childhood innocence amidst the harsh realities of their environment. The divergence in the paths of Bryon
and Mark highlights the theme of change and the inevitable distancing that occurs in friendships over time.

Supporting Characters

Several other characters enrich the narrative and contribute to the exploration of social issues and
interpersonal conflicts:

Muffy: Bryon’s love interest, symbolizing innocence and the possibility of a stable future.

Charlie: Another friend who faces his own struggles with drug addiction and peer pressure.

Angela: A character representing the darker consequences of the environment the teenagers inhabit.

Themes and Literary Significance

That was then this is now se hinton is notable for its exploration of complex themes relevant to young adults
and society at large. The novel’s literary significance is anchored in its ability to address difficult topics with
sensitivity and realism.

Friendship and Change

The evolving friendship between Bryon and Mark serves as a microcosm for the broader theme of change. The
novel examines how people grow apart due to differing values, experiences, and maturity levels. It poignantly
illustrates the pain and inevitability of losing childhood connections as individuals forge their own identities.

Morality and Responsibility

The story challenges readers to consider the consequences of their actions and the importance of making
ethical decisions. Bryon’s journey reflects the tension between youthful impulsiveness and the weight of
personal responsibility, encouraging reflection on the choices that shape one’s life.

Social Issues

S.E. Hinton does not shy away from depicting harsh realities such as drug abuse, violence, and poverty. These
elements ground the narrative in authenticity and highlight the societal factors influencing the characters’
lives. The portrayal of these issues contributes to the novel’s role as a catalyst for discussions about the
challenges faced by teenagers in difficult circumstances.

S.E. Hinton’s Writing Style and Influence

S.E. Hinton’s distinctive writing style in that was then this is now se hinton is characterized by
straightforward, accessible prose that effectively captures the voices and emotions of teenagers. Her use of
first-person narration creates intimacy and immediacy, allowing readers to deeply connect with Bryon’s



perspective.

Hinton’s influence on young adult literature is profound, as she was among the first authors to write
realistically about adolescent struggles without condescension or sentimentality. Her works paved the way
for future generations of writers to explore complex themes relevant to youth culture.

Use of authentic vernacular and slang reflective of the 1970s youth culture.

Focus on character-driven storytelling rather than plot-heavy narratives.

Inclusion of moral ambiguity and nuanced character motivations.

Portrayal of social and economic challenges faced by teenagers.

Reception and Impact on Young Adult Literature

Since its release, that was then this is now se hinton has received critical acclaim for its honest and impactful
storytelling. The novel solidified S.E. Hinton’s reputation as a leading voice in young adult fiction and
contributed significantly to the genre’s evolution.

Educators and librarians have frequently included the book in school curricula and reading lists due to its
relatable themes and engaging narrative. Its candid treatment of difficult subjects has sparked meaningful
conversations among readers and educators alike.

The book’s enduring popularity is reflected in its continued readership and the critical discussions it inspires
about adolescence, friendship, and societal challenges.

Film Adaptation and Cultural Legacy

That was then this is now se hinton was adapted into a feature film in 1985, directed by Christopher Cain. The
adaptation brought the story to a wider audience and further cemented its status as a cultural touchstone
in young adult media.

While the film made certain changes to the plot and characters, it retained the core themes of friendship, change,
and the struggles of growing up. The movie helped introduce new generations to S.E. Hinton’s work and
contributed to the broader cultural legacy of the novel.

The novel’s influence extends beyond literature and film, inspiring various discussions on coming-of-age
experiences and the complexities of youth. Its impact is evident in later works that explore similar themes of
identity, morality, and social challenges faced by teenagers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is Now' by S.E. Hinton?

The main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is Now' is the transition from adolescence to adulthood, focusing on
changes in relationships, loyalty, and personal identity.

Who are the two central characters in 'That Was Then, This Is Now' and
what is their relationship?

The two central characters are Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings, who are cousins and best friends navigating
the challenges of growing up together.



How does 'That Was Then, This Is Now' differ from S.E. Hinton's earlier
works?

Unlike Hinton's earlier works like 'The Outsiders,' this novel delves deeper into the complexities of moral
ambiguity and the evolving nature of friendships during adolescence.

What role does the setting play in 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?

The setting, a working-class neighborhood in the 1960s, provides a realistic backdrop that highlights social
issues and influences the characters' experiences and decisions.

How does Bryon's character change throughout the novel?

Bryon matures significantly, becoming more aware of the consequences of his actions and the complexities of
right and wrong, leading to a shift in his relationship with Mark.

What is the significance of the title 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?

The title reflects the theme of change and growth, emphasizing how past experiences shape the present and how
characters must adapt to new realities.

Has 'That Was Then, This Is Now' been adapted into other media?

Yes, the novel was adapted into a film in 1985, starring Emilio Estevez and Craig Sheffer, which helped
popularize the story beyond its book audience.

Additional Resources
1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
This classic novel tells the story of Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with class conflict between the
Greasers and the Socs. Like *That Was Then, This Is Now*, it explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and
growing up in a tough world. The book captures the emotional turmoil of adolescence and the desire to find
one’s place in society.

2. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton
Another gripping tale from Hinton, this novel centers on Rusty-James, a troubled teenager trying to escape his
violent past. The story delves into issues of identity, family, and the impact of choices on one’s future. Its
poetic prose and vivid characters create a haunting portrayal of youth and change.

3. Tex by S.E. Hinton
This book follows Tex, a teenager dealing with the challenges of family responsibility and personal growth.
Set in a small town, it highlights the struggles of adolescence, brotherhood, and finding hope amidst hardship.
The realistic characters and heartfelt narrative resonate with readers who enjoyed *That Was Then, This Is
Now*.

4. Stay Gold by Tobin Quillin
Inspired by the themes of *The Outsiders* and *That Was Then, This Is Now*, this novel explores the bonds of
friendship and the fight to preserve innocence in a harsh world. It’s a coming-of-age story that tackles
loyalty, change, and the struggle to stay true to oneself. The emotional depth and relatable characters make
it a compelling read.

5. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
This intense novel depicts the battle between conformity and individuality in a Catholic high school. Like
Hinton’s work, it examines the pressures teens face from peers and authority figures. The protagonist’s courage
in standing up to corruption and bullying echoes the themes of identity and resistance.



6. My Brother Sam Is Dead by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collier
Set during the American Revolution, this historical novel tells the story of a young boy coping with war’s
impact on his family. Similar to *That Was Then, This Is Now*, it explores themes of loyalty, loss, and the
painful process of growing up amid conflict. Its emotional narrative provides insight into the complexities of
family and change.

7. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
This novel is about the friendship between two boys, one with a learning disability and the other physically
small but intelligent. It emphasizes themes of companionship, overcoming obstacles, and self-acceptance. Like
Hinton’s novels, it highlights the importance of empathy and understanding in adolescence.

8. Dead Poets Society by N.H. Kleinbaum
Based on the film, this book explores the impact of an unorthodox English teacher on his students at a
conservative boarding school. It deals with themes of individuality, rebellion, and the pursuit of passion, much
like *That Was Then, This Is Now*. The story encourages readers to seize the day and challenge societal
expectations.

9. Monster by Walter Dean Myers
This novel presents the story of a teenager on trial for murder, told through his diary and court transcripts.
It examines themes of identity, justice, and the struggle to be understood. The intense and thought-provoking
narrative shares the raw emotional exploration found in Hinton’s work.
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