
the 57 bus discussion questions

the 57 bus discussion questions offer an insightful way to explore the complex themes and social

issues presented in Dashka Slater’s acclaimed nonfiction book. This book delves into the real-life

incident involving two teenagers on a bus in Oakland, California, and raises significant questions about

race, gender identity, justice, and the consequences of impulsive actions. Engaging with these

discussion questions encourages critical thinking and deeper understanding of the broader societal

implications surrounding the event. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the most thought-

provoking and relevant 57 bus discussion questions, designed to facilitate meaningful conversations in

classrooms, book clubs, or individual study. The questions are carefully categorized to address themes

such as character motivations, ethical dilemmas, legal aspects, and the impact of trauma. Following

the introduction, a clear table of contents outlines the key sections covered in this article.

Understanding the Main Characters

Themes and Social Issues

Ethical and Moral Questions

Legal and Justice System Discussion

Impact and Reflection

Understanding the Main Characters

The 57 bus discussion questions often begin by examining the central figures involved in the incident.

Understanding the backgrounds, motivations, and perspectives of both Sasha and Richard is essential



for a nuanced conversation about the story. This section explores questions that encourage readers to

analyze character development and the social contexts that shape their actions.

Character Backgrounds and Identities

Exploring the personal histories and identities of the protagonists helps illuminate the complexities of

the narrative. Sasha identifies as agender and uses they/them pronouns, which introduces important

discussions about gender identity and acceptance. Richard’s background and social environment also

provide context for his behavior.

Motivations and Perspectives

Examining why each character acted as they did is crucial for understanding the story’s dynamics.

Questions in this category ask readers to consider the influences of peer pressure, mental health, and

societal expectations on the characters’ decisions.

Sample Questions

How do Sasha’s experiences with gender identity affect their interactions with others?

What factors in Richard’s upbringing might have contributed to his actions?

In what ways do the characters’ perspectives challenge readers’ assumptions?



Themes and Social Issues

This section of the 57 bus discussion questions focuses on the broader themes the book addresses,

such as race, gender, privilege, and societal judgment. These questions encourage a critical look at

how systemic issues influence individual lives and shape the narrative’s context.

Race and Inequality

Race plays a significant role in the story, influencing how characters are perceived and treated by

society. Discussion questions here explore racial bias, stereotypes, and the impact of systemic racism

on justice and community relations.

Gender Identity and Expression

The book highlights the challenges faced by transgender and nonbinary individuals. These questions

prompt conversations about acceptance, discrimination, and the importance of respecting diverse

identities.

Privilege and Social Dynamics

Readers are invited to reflect on the concept of privilege and how it affects the characters’

experiences. This includes discussions about socioeconomic status, education, and community support

systems.

Sample Questions

How does race influence the treatment of Richard and Sasha by their community and the legal

system?



What does the book suggest about the challenges faced by nonbinary individuals?

In what ways do social and economic privilege impact the story’s outcome?

Ethical and Moral Questions

The 57 bus incident raises complex ethical dilemmas that provoke readers to consider questions of

accountability, forgiveness, and justice. This section addresses the moral challenges presented by the

characters’ actions and the broader implications for society.

Responsibility and Accountability

Discussion centers on who is responsible for the incident and how accountability should be assigned.

Questions explore the nuances of intent, consequences, and the role of personal and societal

responsibility.

Forgiveness and Rehabilitation

Readers are invited to consider the possibilities and limits of forgiveness, as well as the importance of

rehabilitation over punishment. These questions encourage empathy and long-term thinking about

justice.

Ethical Implications of the Incident

The discussion also includes the ethics of bystander intervention, victim support, and how communities

respond to trauma and violence.



Sample Questions

Should Richard be judged solely on this one action, or should other factors be considered?

What role does forgiveness play in healing for both the victim and the offender?

How can communities better support victims of violence and prevent similar incidents?

Legal and Justice System Discussion

The 57 bus discussion questions frequently delve into the legal aspects of the case, examining how

the justice system dealt with Richard’s actions and the broader implications of juvenile justice policies.

This section provides a critical lens on legal processes and reforms.

Juvenile Justice System

Questions focus on the appropriateness of charging minors as adults, the goals of juvenile justice, and

the impact of sentencing on young offenders’ futures.

Sentencing and Punishment

Discussion includes the fairness of Richard’s sentence, the balance between punishment and

rehabilitation, and alternative approaches to justice.

Legal Rights and Protections

Questions also cover the legal rights of victims and offenders, as well as the role of advocacy in



shaping justice outcomes.

Sample Questions

What are the pros and cons of trying Richard as an adult?

How does the juvenile justice system address rehabilitation compared to punishment?

In what ways might the legal system better serve both victims and offenders in cases like this?

Impact and Reflection

The final section of the 57 bus discussion questions encourages readers to reflect on the personal and

societal impact of the incident and the lessons that can be drawn from the story. This encourages

deeper engagement and consideration of change.

Personal Growth and Empathy

Discussion revolves around how the story fosters empathy for individuals facing adversity and the

importance of understanding different perspectives.

Societal Change and Awareness

Readers consider how the book raises awareness about important social issues and inspires dialogue

and action toward justice and inclusion.



Lessons Learned

The questions encourage reflection on what readers have learned and how those insights can be

applied to real-world situations.

Sample Questions

How does the story of the 57 bus encourage empathy for people with different experiences?

What societal changes could help prevent incidents like the one described in the book?

What are the most important lessons this story teaches about justice and human dignity?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The 57 Bus'?

'The 57 Bus' explores themes of identity, forgiveness, justice, and the complexities of human behavior,

focusing on the real-life incident involving two teenagers on a bus in Oakland.

How does the author, Dashka Slater, approach the topic of gender

identity in 'The 57 Bus'?

Dashka Slater presents Sasha, a gender-nonconforming teenager, with sensitivity and respect,

highlighting the challenges and experiences related to gender identity without sensationalizing it.



What discussion questions can help students understand the concept

of restorative justice in 'The 57 Bus'?

Questions like 'How does restorative justice differ from traditional justice?' and 'What are the potential

benefits and challenges of restorative justice as seen in the book?' encourage students to explore

alternative approaches to justice.

Why is the setting of Oakland important in 'The 57 Bus'?

Oakland's diverse and complex social environment plays a crucial role in shaping the story, reflecting

issues of race, class, and community dynamics that influence the characters and events.

How can 'The 57 Bus' be used to discuss the impact of societal

labels and stereotypes?

The book invites discussions about how labels related to gender, race, and social class affect

individuals' lives and perceptions, encouraging empathy and critical thinking about prejudice.

What role does empathy play in the narrative of 'The 57 Bus'?

Empathy is central to the narrative, as the story encourages readers to understand the perspectives

and experiences of both Sasha and Richard, fostering compassion and nuanced views of complex

situations.

How does 'The 57 Bus' address the issue of bullying and peer

pressure?

The book highlights how actions taken under peer pressure can have serious consequences, and it

opens up discussions about the importance of standing up against bullying and making responsible

choices.



In what ways can 'The 57 Bus' help students explore the criminal

justice system?

'The 57 Bus' provides a real-world case study to examine the criminal justice system's processes,

including prosecution, sentencing, and the potential for rehabilitation or restorative practices.

What are some important questions to ask about the portrayal of

mental health in 'The 57 Bus'?

Questions such as 'How are mental health issues depicted in the book?' and 'What impact do these

issues have on the characters and their decisions?' can lead to meaningful conversations about mental

health awareness.

How can educators use 'The 57 Bus' to promote discussions about

diversity and inclusion?

Educators can use the book's diverse characters and themes to encourage conversations about

respecting differences, understanding marginalized identities, and fostering inclusive communities.

Additional Resources

1. The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater

This nonfiction book tells the true story of an incident on a bus in Oakland, California, where one

teenager set fire to another’s skirt, causing serious injury. It explores themes of race, gender, justice,

and the complexities of the juvenile legal system. The narrative highlights the lives of both the victim

and the perpetrator, encouraging readers to think critically about identity and consequences.

2. Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi

A remix of Kendi’s scholarly work, this book breaks down the history of racism in the United States in

an accessible way for young readers. It challenges readers to understand systemic racism and how it



persists today. The book encourages self-reflection and active engagement in antiracist practices.

3. They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera

In this contemporary young adult novel, two boys receive a call that they will die within 24 hours and

decide to spend their last day together. It explores themes of identity, mortality, and the impact of

choices on relationships. The story invites discussions on how society views life, death, and the value

of human connection.

4. All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely

This novel addresses police brutality and racial profiling through the perspectives of two high school

boys—one Black, one white. It examines how individuals and communities respond to injustice and the

importance of allyship. The story prompts critical thinking about systemic racism and personal

responsibility.

5. George by Alex Gino

This middle-grade novel follows a transgender girl named George as she navigates her identity and

seeks acceptance. It raises important questions about gender identity, empathy, and the challenges

faced by transgender youth. The book fosters a greater understanding of LGBTQ+ experiences.

6. Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults) by Bryan Stevenson

This memoir recounts Bryan Stevenson’s work as a lawyer defending marginalized individuals on

death row. It provides insight into the flaws and biases of the criminal justice system. The adapted

version makes complex legal and ethical issues accessible to younger readers, encouraging

discussion on justice and mercy.

7. Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson

This novel centers on a Black teenage girl who attends a predominantly white private school and

struggles with issues of race, privilege, and self-worth. It explores themes of identity, empowerment,

and the impact of mentorship. The story encourages readers to reflect on societal inequalities and

personal growth.



8. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

A powerful novel about a high school girl who becomes mute after a traumatic event and gradually

finds her voice. The book addresses themes of trauma, recovery, and the importance of speaking out.

It invites discussions on mental health, consent, and resilience.

9. March: Book One by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell

This graphic memoir recounts the early life of civil rights leader John Lewis and his role in the

movement. It highlights the struggle for racial justice and the power of nonviolent activism. The book

offers historical context relevant to discussions about race, justice, and social change.
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