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the american past a survey of american history volume ii since 1865 non info
presents a comprehensive exploration of the transformative events and
developments in the United States from the end of the Civil War to the
present day. This scholarly volume delves into the political, social,
economic, and cultural changes that have shaped modern America. Covering
topics such as Reconstruction, industrialization, world wars, civil rights
movements, and contemporary issues, the work offers an in-depth survey
suitable for students, educators, and history enthusiasts alike. The
narrative emphasizes the ongoing evolution of American democracy, identity,
and global influence. This article provides a detailed overview of the key
themes and chapters found in the American past a survey of American history
volume ii since 1865 non info, guiding readers through its rich historical
content. Below is a structured outline of the main sections covered in this
essential historical resource.

e Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Era
e Industrialization and Urban Growth
e America on the World Stage: Wars and Diplomacy

e Social Movements and Civil Rights

e The Contemporary United States: Challenges and Changes

Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Era

The period immediately following 1865 marked a critical phase in American
history, as the nation sought to rebuild and redefine itself after the Civil
War. The american past a survey of american history volume ii since 1865 non
info provides an in-depth examination of Reconstruction policies, political
struggles, and social transformations during this era. Efforts to integrate
formerly enslaved African Americans into the social and political fabric of
the country faced significant resistance, resulting in complex outcomes that
influenced the trajectory of civil rights for decades.

Political Reconstruction and Constitutional



Amendments

This section explores the legislative and constitutional efforts to
restructure the South and protect the rights of freedmen. Key amendments such
as the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments aimed to abolish slavery, grant
citizenship, and secure voting rights. The volume details the implementation
challenges and the rise of organizations opposing Reconstruction efforts,
which shaped the political landscape of the late 19th century.

Economic and Social Changes in the South

The transition from a slave-based economy to systems like sharecropping and
tenant farming is analyzed, revealing the economic hardships and social
tensions experienced by both African Americans and poor white populations.
The text also covers the emergence of segregationist Jim Crow laws that
institutionalized racial discrimination and inequality.

Industrialization and Urban Growth

The american past a survey of american history volume ii since 1865 non info
thoroughly documents the rapid industrial expansion and urbanization that
transformed the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This
era witnessed technological innovations, the rise of corporate power, and
significant demographic shifts due to immigration and internal migration.

Technological Innovations and Economic Expansion

Advancements in steel production, railroads, and manufacturing catalyzed
economic growth. The volume discusses influential industrialists and the
development of monopolies, alongside the impact these changes had on labor
markets and American society.

Urbanization and Immigration

Massive influxes of immigrants contributed to the growth of cities, reshaping
cultural and social dynamics. The book examines the challenges of urban life,
including overcrowding, sanitation issues, and the formation of ethnic
neighborhoods. It also addresses the rise of political machines and labor
movements responding to industrial conditions.

Labor Movements and Social Reform

In response to industrialization's harsh working conditions, labor unions and
reformers emerged advocating for workers’ rights, fair wages, and safer



environments. The narrative covers landmark strikes, union organizations, and
the progressive reforms aimed at addressing inequalities.

America on the World Stage: Wars and Diplomacy

This section of the american past a survey of american history volume ii
since 1865 non info outlines the United States' evolving role in global
affairs, from isolationism to active participation in world conflicts and
diplomacy. The nation's engagement in international wars and treaties shaped
its foreign policy and national identity.

The Spanish-American War and Imperialism

The volume discusses the 1898 conflict that marked America’s emergence as an
imperial power, acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines. This era sparked debates about imperialism and America's role in
global governance.

World War I and the Interwar Years

Coverage includes America’s entry into World War I, the consequences of the
Treaty of Versailles, and the nation's retreat into isolationism during the
1920s. The impact of the war on domestic policies and society is also
analyzed.

World War II and the Cold War

The text details the causes and effects of World War II, including the
mobilization of the American economy and society. Post-war, it explores the
onset of the Cold War, nuclear arms race, and the ideological struggle
between the United States and the Soviet Union that defined much of the 20th
century.

Diplomacy and Global Engagement in the Late 20th
Century

The narrative continues with the Vietnam War, détente, and the eventual end
of the Cold War, highlighting shifts in diplomatic strategies and military
interventions. It also touches on the rise of international organizations and
America’s leadership role in global affairs.



Social Movements and Civil Rights

The american past a survey of american history volume ii since 1865 non info
offers a detailed account of the major social movements that sought equality
and justice in American society. From the struggles against racial
discrimination to the fight for gender equality and other civil liberties,
this section highlights the persistent efforts to expand democratic rights.

The Civil Rights Movement

This subtopic covers pivotal events, figures, and legislation that defined
the African American struggle for equality in the mid-20th century. The book
examines landmark court cases, nonviolent protests, and the eventual passage
of the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act.

Women’s Rights and Feminism

The volume traces the evolution of the women’s rights movement from suffrage
to the feminist waves of the 1960s and beyond. It discusses key achievements
and ongoing challenges in the quest for gender equality.

Other Social Movements

Additional movements such as LGBTQ+ rights, environmentalism, and labor
activism are explored, illustrating the diverse efforts to promote social
justice and reform across different communities.

The Contemporary United States: Challenges and
Changes

The final section of the american past a survey of american history volume ii
since 1865 non info addresses recent developments and ongoing issues facing
the United States in a rapidly changing world. It provides insight into
political realignments, technological advancements, and social
transformations of the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Political and Economic Trends

The narrative examines shifts in political ideology, economic globalization,
and the impact of technological innovation on society. It also analyzes
significant electoral trends and policy debates that shape contemporary
governance.



Social and Cultural Developments

This subtopic highlights demographic changes, multiculturalism, and evolving
cultural norms. The book discusses how immigration, media, and technology
influence American identity and social cohesion.

National Security and Global Challenges

The volume addresses post-9/11 security policies, terrorism, and America’s
role in international conflicts. It also considers issues such as climate
change, public health crises, and the nation’s responses to global
challenges.

Key Themes in Contemporary History

e Technological innovation and digital transformation

Economic inequality and labor market shifts

Social justice and identity politics

Environmental sustainability and policy

Foreign policy in a multipolar world

Frequently Asked Questions

What time period does 'The American Past: A Survey
of American History Volume II Since 1865' cover?

It covers American history from the end of the Civil War in 1865 to the
present day.

Who is the author of 'The American Past: A Survey of
American History Volume II Since 1865'?

The book is authored by Joseph Locke and Ben Wright.

What are some major themes explored in 'The American
Past Volume II'?

Major themes include Reconstruction, industrialization, immigration, the



World Wars, the Great Depression, civil rights, and contemporary American
history.

How does 'The American Past Volume II' approach the
study of Reconstruction after the Civil War?

It provides a detailed analysis of political, social, and economic challenges
during Reconstruction, emphasizing the struggles for African American rights
and the South's transformation.

Does 'The American Past Volume II' include
discussions on the Civil Rights Movement?

Yes, it thoroughly covers the Civil Rights Movement, highlighting key
figures, events, and legislative changes from the 1950s through the 1970s.

How is industrialization portrayed in 'The American
Past Volume II'?

The book examines the rapid industrial growth, the rise of big business,
labor movements, and the impact of technological innovations on American
society.

What role do immigration and urbanization play in
'The American Past Volume II'?

Immigration and urbanization are discussed as significant factors shaping
American demographics, culture, and politics during the late 19th and early
20th centuries.

Are World War I and World War II covered in 'The
American Past Volume II'?

Yes, the book covers both World Wars, including their causes, American
involvement, homefront changes, and post-war impacts.

How does 'The American Past Volume II' address the
Great Depression and the New Deal?

It explores the economic causes of the Great Depression, its effects on
American society, and the New Deal policies implemented to promote recovery
and reform.

Is contemporary American history included in 'The



American Past Volume II'?

Yes, the book extends to contemporary history, discussing developments from
the late 20th century into the 21st century, including political, social, and
economic changes.

Additional Resources

1. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877

This book explores the tumultuous period following the Civil War, focusing on
the efforts to rebuild the South and integrate formerly enslaved people into
American society. It highlights the political struggles, social changes, and
the eventual rollback of Reconstruction policies. The author provides a
detailed narrative of how this era shaped the future of civil rights in the
United States.

2. The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today

Set during the late 19th century, this book delves into the rapid
industrialization and economic growth of America, alongside the stark social
inequalities and political corruption. It captures the lives of both wealthy
industrialists and working-class citizens, illustrating the complexities of
this transformative era. The narrative sheds light on the roots of modern
American capitalism and urbanization.

3. The Progressive Era and the Transformation of American Society

This book examines the reform movements that emerged in response to the
challenges of industrialization, urbanization, and political corruption from
the 1890s to the 1920s. It details the efforts to improve social conditions,
expand democracy, and regulate big business. The author also discusses key
figures and legislation that shaped the Progressive Era's legacy.

4. America in World War I: The Dawn of a New Era

Focusing on the United States' involvement in the First World War, this book
explores the political, military, and social impacts of the conflict. It
discusses the reasons behind America's entry into the war, the home front
mobilization, and the war's aftermath. The book also considers how World War
I altered America's role on the global stage.

5. The Roaring Twenties: Culture and Change in America

This book captures the dynamic social and cultural transformations of the
1920s, including the rise of jazz, flappers, and new consumer habits. It also
addresses the era’s tensions, such as Prohibition, racial conflicts, and the
clash between traditional and modern values. The narrative provides insight
into the decade’s influence on American identity.

6. The Great Depression and the New Deal

Covering the economic collapse of the 1930s and the government’s response,
this book analyzes the causes and consequences of the Great Depression. It
highlights Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal policies aimed at economic
recovery and social welfare. The author evaluates the successes and



limitations of these reforms in reshaping American society.

7. America in World War II: Triumph and Transformation

This comprehensive account focuses on the United States' role during the
Second World War, both on the battlefield and the home front. It explores the
military strategies, wartime economy, and social changes, including the roles
of women and minorities. The book also discusses how the war set the stage
for America’s emergence as a superpower.

8. The Civil Rights Movement: Struggle for Equality

This book provides an in-depth look at the struggle for racial equality in
the mid-20th century, highlighting key events, leaders, and legislation. It
covers the grassroots activism, legal battles, and societal shifts that
challenged segregation and discrimination. The narrative emphasizes the
movement's enduring impact on American democracy and social justice.

9. The Cold War and American Society

Exploring the decades-long geopolitical tension between the United States and
the Soviet Union, this book examines its influence on domestic policies and
culture. It discusses the arms race, McCarthyism, and the civil defense
mindset, as well as the impact on American foreign policy. The author also
considers how the Cold War shaped American identity and global engagement.
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