the attack on pearl harbor answer key

the attack on pearl harbor answer key provides a comprehensive understanding
of one of the most significant events in American history. This article
delves into the details surrounding the surprise military strike by the
Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service against the United States naval base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. By examining the causes, the
course of the attack, and its aftermath, this answer key clarifies essential
facts and dispels common misconceptions. It also explores the strategic
impact of the attack on the United States’ entry into World War II and the
broader implications for global warfare. Through detailed sections and
subtopics, readers will gain a thorough grasp of the event’s historical
context, key figures involved, and the consequences that shaped the 20th
century. This article aims to serve as a reliable resource for students,
educators, and history enthusiasts seeking accurate information about the
attack on Pearl Harbor. The following table of contents outlines the main
sections covered in this analysis.
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Historical Background and Causes

Understanding the attack on Pearl Harbor requires a thorough examination of
the geopolitical tensions and events leading up to December 7, 1941. Several
long-term and immediate causes contributed to Japan’s decision to launch a
surprise attack against the United States Pacific Fleet stationed at Pearl
Harbor.

Rising Tensions Between Japan and the United States

In the years preceding the attack, Japan had embarked on a campaign to expand
its empire throughout East Asia and the Pacific. This expansionism alarmed
the United States, which had significant interests in the region, including
the Philippines and Hawaii. U.S. economic sanctions, particularly the embargo
on oil exports to Japan, heightened tensions as Japan relied heavily on
imported o0il to fuel its military machinery.



Japan’s Strategic Motivations

Japan aimed to neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet to secure its dominance in
Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands without American interference. The
attack was intended to cripple the U.S. naval power temporarily, giving Japan
time to consolidate its territorial gains.

Diplomatic Breakdown

Despite ongoing negotiations between the two nations, diplomatic efforts
failed to resolve disputes. Japan’s decision to proceed with a military
strike was fueled by the belief that war with the United States was
inevitable, and striking first would provide a tactical advantage.

The Attack on Pearl Harbor: Events and Details

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a meticulously planned and executed military
operation that took place early on a Sunday morning. The element of surprise
and the scale of the assault had devastating effects on the U.S. Pacific
Fleet.

The Timeline of the Attack

The attack began at approximately 7:55 a.m. Hawaiian Time on December 7,
1941. Over the course of about two hours, more than 350 Japanese aircraft,
including fighters, bombers, and torpedo planes, targeted battleships,
airfields, and other military installations around Pearl Harbor.

Key Targets and Damage Inflicted

The primary targets included eight battleships, numerous cruisers,
destroyers, and hundreds of aircraft. Significant damage was inflicted,
including the sinking or severe damaging of four battleships—USS Arizona, USS
Oklahoma, USS West Virginia, and USS California. The USS

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Attack on Pearl Harbor?

The Attack on Pearl Harbor was a surprise military strike by the Imperial
Japanese Navy Air Service against the United States naval base at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941.



Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor?

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor to neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet, preventing
interference with its planned military actions in Southeast Asia and to
secure access to natural resources.

What date did the Attack on Pearl Harbor occur?

The Attack on Pearl Harbor occurred on December 7, 1941.

What were the consequences of the Attack on Pearl
Harbor?

The attack led to the United States' formal entry into World War II,
declaring war on Japan the following day, December 8, 1941.

How many casualties resulted from the Attack on Pearl
Harbor?

Approximately 2,403 Americans were killed, and about 1,178 were wounded
during the attack.

Which U.S. ships were damaged or destroyed in the
attack?

Several battleships, including the USS Arizona, USS Oklahoma, and USS West
Virginia, were sunk or severely damaged, along with other vessels and
aircraft.

Who was the commander of the Japanese forces during
the attack?

Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo commanded the Japanese carrier strike force that
attacked Pearl Harbor.

How did the attack on Pearl Harbor affect the U.S.
military strategy in World War II-?

The attack prompted the U.S. to rapidly expand its military forces and adopt
a strategy focused on defeating Japan in the Pacific Theater.

What was the significance of Pearl Harbor in the
context of World War II-?

Pearl Harbor was a pivotal event that transformed U.S. involvement in World
War II from a neutral stance to active engagement against the Axis powers.

How is the Attack on Pearl Harbor remembered today?

It is commemorated annually on December 7 as National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day, honoring those who lost their lives and recognizing the
attack's historical impact.



Additional Resources

1. At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor

This comprehensive account by Gordon W. Prange details the events leading up
to the attack on Pearl Harbor, the attack itself, and its immediate
aftermath. Drawing on extensive interviews with survivors and access to
classified documents, the book offers a well-rounded perspective on the
tragedy. It is considered one of the definitive histories of the Pearl Harbor
attack.

2. Day of Infamy

Written by Walter Lord, this book provides a gripping narrative of the attack
on Pearl Harbor based on eyewitness testimonies. Lord’s storytelling captures
the chaos, heroism, and devastation of December 7, 1941. The book is praised
for its vivid detail and emotional impact.

3. Pearl Harbor: From Infamy to Glory

This illustrated book by Bill Sloan presents a detailed and accessible
history of the attack and its significance in World War II. It combines
photographs, maps, and firsthand accounts to give readers a clear
understanding of the events. The book also explores the strategic
consequences of the attack.

4. December 7, 1941: The Day the Japanese Attacked Pearl Harbor

By Gordon W. Prange, this concise edition focuses specifically on the day of
the attack, providing a focused narrative on the surprise assault. It
highlights the experiences of both military personnel and civilians caught in
the attack. The book serves as a useful resource for students and history
enthusiasts.

5. Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision

Roberta Wohlstetter’s analytical work examines the intelligence failures and
warnings preceding the attack on Pearl Harbor. The book is a critical study
of how information was interpreted and why the U.S. was unprepared despite
signs of impending danger. It remains influential in the field of
intelligence and military studies.

6. Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath

John Toland offers a detailed chronicle of the Pearl Harbor attack and the
subsequent American response. The narrative explores the political, military,
and social impacts of the event on the United States. Toland’s work is noted
for its balanced perspective and thorough research.

7. Pearl Harbor Ghosts: A Journey to the World War II Battlefield Beneath the
Sea

Written by John Wukovits, this book explores the underwater wreckage and the
historical significance of the sunken ships from Pearl Harbor. Combining
history with modern-day exploration, it provides insight into the lasting
legacy of the attack. The book appeals to readers interested in both history
and maritime archaeology.

8. Survivor’s Guilt: The Story of Pearl Harbor

This book presents personal stories and testimonies of those who lived
through the attack on Pearl Harbor. It highlights the emotional and
psychological impact on survivors and their families. The collection of
firsthand accounts gives a human face to the historical event.

9. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History
By Gordon W. Prange, this book reassesses the attack on Pearl Harbor with the



benefit of hindsight and newly available information. It addresses
controversies and debates surrounding the event, including questions about
preparedness and responsibility. The book is valued for its critical analysis
and historical insight.
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