
the attack on pearl harbor commonlit
answers
the attack on pearl harbor commonlit answers is a topic that many students and
educators seek to understand thoroughly, especially when working with the CommonLit
educational platform. This article provides comprehensive insights and detailed
explanations to help learners grasp the key concepts and historical significance of the
attack on Pearl Harbor. It addresses common questions, clarifies important themes, and
offers interpretations aligned with CommonLit's curriculum standards. The discussion
includes an overview of the event itself, its causes and consequences, and how it is
commonly analyzed in academic settings. By examining the historical context and the
literary elements presented in CommonLit's texts, readers can enhance their
comprehension and critical thinking skills. This resource aims to support students in finding
accurate and clear answers related to the attack on Pearl Harbor as presented in
CommonLit materials, contributing to a deeper understanding of this pivotal moment in
American history and literature.
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Overview of the Attack on Pearl Harbor
The attack on Pearl Harbor was a surprise military strike carried out by the Imperial
Japanese Navy Air Service against the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on
December 7, 1941. This unexpected assault aimed to neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet and
prevent interference with Japan's planned military actions in Southeast Asia. The attack
resulted in significant loss of life, widespread destruction of battleships and aircraft, and
marked the entry of the United States into World War II. Understanding the historical
background, the motivations behind Japan’s decision, and the immediate aftermath is
essential for comprehending the full impact of this event.

Historical Context of the Attack
Before the attack, tensions between the United States and Japan had escalated due to
conflicting interests in the Pacific region. The U.S. imposed economic sanctions and trade
embargoes on Japan, particularly targeting oil supplies vital for Japanese expansion. These



measures heightened hostilities and contributed to Japan’s decision to launch a preemptive
strike to secure its strategic goals.

Consequences of the Attack
The attack on Pearl Harbor resulted in the deaths of over 2,400 Americans and significant
damage to the U.S. naval fleet. It galvanized American public opinion, leading to a
declaration of war against Japan and the Axis powers. The event reshaped global alliances
and military strategies throughout the war.

CommonLit Texts and Their Focus on Pearl
Harbor
CommonLit offers a variety of texts that explore the attack on Pearl Harbor from different
perspectives, including historical accounts, personal narratives, and analytical essays.
These texts aim to provide students with a well-rounded understanding of the event,
encouraging critical engagement with primary sources and secondary interpretations.

Types of Texts Available

First-person accounts from survivors and witnesses

Historical summaries and timelines

Analytical essays on the causes and effects of the attack

Literary works incorporating themes of war and patriotism

Learning Objectives in CommonLit Assignments
CommonLit assignments related to Pearl Harbor typically focus on identifying key ideas,
understanding cause and effect relationships, and analyzing the author’s purpose and tone.
Students are also encouraged to evaluate the significance of the event in shaping American
history and culture.

Key Themes and Questions in CommonLit
Assignments
Assignments on the attack on Pearl Harbor often revolve around several central themes,
which help students explore the multifaceted nature of the event. These themes include the



impact of war on individuals and society, the role of surprise and preparedness in military
conflict, and the consequences of political decisions.

Major Themes Explored

Surprise and Strategy: Understanding how the element of surprise influenced the
outcome of the attack.

Patriotism and Sacrifice: Examining personal stories of bravery and loss.

Historical Impact: Analyzing how the attack shifted U.S. foreign policy and global
dynamics.

Memory and Commemoration: Reflecting on how Pearl Harbor is remembered in
American culture.

Common Questions to Address
Typical questions in CommonLit include:

What were the primary causes of the attack on Pearl Harbor?1.

How did the attack affect the United States’ involvement in World War II?2.

What emotions and perspectives are conveyed through personal accounts of the3.
attack?

How do authors use language and structure to describe the events?4.

Detailed Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
Providing well-supported answers is crucial for mastering CommonLit assignments on the
attack on Pearl Harbor. Below are detailed responses to questions commonly posed by
students.

What caused the attack on Pearl Harbor?
The attack was caused by escalating tensions between Japan and the United States,
particularly over Japan’s expansionist policies in Asia and the Pacific. U.S. economic
sanctions, including embargoes on oil and other materials, pressured Japan to take drastic
military action to secure resources and strategic advantage.



Why was Pearl Harbor targeted?
Pearl Harbor was targeted because it was the main base of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Japan
aimed to disable the fleet to prevent interference with its planned military campaigns in
Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands.

What was the immediate impact of the attack?
The attack caused significant American casualties and damaged or destroyed numerous
ships and aircraft. It led directly to the U.S. declaring war on Japan and entering World War
II, marking a turning point in the conflict.

How do personal narratives enhance understanding of
the attack?
Personal accounts provide emotional depth and humanize the historical event. They reveal
the fear, confusion, courage, and resilience of those who experienced the attack firsthand,
offering perspectives that factual summaries alone cannot convey.

Strategies for Analyzing Pearl Harbor Texts on
CommonLit
Effective analysis of CommonLit texts about the attack on Pearl Harbor involves several
strategies that enable students to engage critically with the material and extract
meaningful insights.

Close Reading and Annotation
Careful reading and annotation help identify key details, unfamiliar vocabulary, and
significant passages. Highlighting cause-and-effect relationships and noting the author’s
tone can clarify the text’s message.

Contextual Research
Understanding the historical background enhances comprehension. Supplementary
research on World War II, U.S.-Japan relations, and the broader Pacific theater provides
important context for interpreting the texts.

Comparative Analysis
Comparing different types of texts—such as a personal narrative and a historical
essay—can reveal varied approaches to the same event, enriching understanding of



perspective and purpose.

Answering Text-Dependent Questions
Responding to questions grounded in the text encourages evidence-based reasoning. Using
direct quotes and specific examples strengthens answers and demonstrates mastery of
content.

Utilizing Vocabulary and Theme Lists
Focusing on key terms and themes associated with the attack on Pearl Harbor supports
vocabulary development and thematic analysis, which are essential for CommonLit
assignments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Attack on Pearl Harbor'
on CommonLit?
The main theme of 'The Attack on Pearl Harbor' is the sudden and impactful nature of the
attack, highlighting its significance in American history and the consequences it had on the
United States entering World War II.

How does the author describe the events leading up to
the attack on Pearl Harbor?
The author describes the events leading up to the attack by providing background on the
political tensions between the United States and Japan, including Japan’s expansion in the
Pacific and the U.S. embargoes that contributed to rising hostilities.

What was the immediate reaction of Americans after
the attack on Pearl Harbor according to the CommonLit
text?
According to the CommonLit text, Americans were shocked and outraged by the attack,
leading to a surge of patriotism and a unified call for the United States to enter World War
II.

How does the text explain the strategic impact of the
Pearl Harbor attack?
The text explains that the attack severely damaged the U.S. Pacific Fleet, particularly
battleships and aircraft, which temporarily weakened American naval power in the Pacific,



although it also galvanized the U.S. military response.

What literary devices are used in 'The Attack on Pearl
Harbor' to convey the gravity of the event?
The text uses vivid imagery, strong descriptive language, and chronological narration to
convey the surprise and devastation of the attack, helping readers emotionally connect
with the historical event.

Why is the attack on Pearl Harbor considered a turning
point in World War II based on the CommonLit passage?
The attack is considered a turning point because it directly led to the United States
declaring war on Japan and entering World War II, which significantly altered the course of
the conflict.

What insight does the CommonLit text provide about
the Japanese perspective on the Pearl Harbor attack?
The text briefly mentions that Japan viewed the attack as a strategic move to weaken the
U.S. Pacific Fleet and gain a tactical advantage in the Pacific region, though it also notes the
long-term consequences Japan faced as a result.

Additional Resources
1. At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor
This book by Gordon W. Prange provides a detailed and comprehensive account of the
events leading up to the attack on Pearl Harbor. It explores the political and military
decisions on both the American and Japanese sides. The narrative is rich with firsthand
testimonies and official documents, making it an authoritative source on the subject.

2. Day of Infamy
Walter Lord's "Day of Infamy" is a gripping narrative that recounts the surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor through the eyes of those who experienced it. The book captures the chaos,
heroism, and tragedy of that day with vivid descriptions and personal stories. It remains a
popular and accessible introduction to the event.

3. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History
By Gordon W. Prange, this book revisits the attack on Pearl Harbor with a focus on the
aftermath and historical significance. It examines the political fallout and the lessons
learned from the attack. The book offers critical insights into how Pearl Harbor shaped U.S.
military strategy in World War II.

4. December 7, 1941: The Day the Japanese Attacked Pearl Harbor
Craig Nelson provides a concise yet detailed account of the attack, blending historical facts
with engaging storytelling. The book covers the background tensions between the U.S. and
Japan, the attack itself, and the immediate consequences. It’s suitable for readers seeking a



clear overview of the event.

5. The Attack on Pearl Harbor: An Illustrated History
This visually rich book combines photographs, maps, and firsthand accounts to bring the
story of Pearl Harbor to life. It offers readers a multi-dimensional perspective on the attack,
emphasizing both the human and strategic elements. The illustrations help contextualize
the scale and impact of the event.

6. Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision
Roberta Wohlstetter’s analysis focuses on the intelligence failures and warnings that
preceded the Pearl Harbor attack. The book delves into why the U.S. was caught off guard
despite having some indications of an impending attack. It’s a critical study for
understanding intelligence and military preparedness.

7. Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath
John Toland’s "Infamy" presents a detailed chronicle of the attack and the responses that
followed. The book highlights the personal stories of those involved and the broader
political and military consequences. Toland’s narrative style makes complex historical
events accessible to general readers.

8. Pearl Harbor: The Story of the Secret War
This book explores the espionage and codebreaking efforts related to Pearl Harbor,
shedding light on the covert operations before and after the attack. It reveals the behind-
the-scenes intelligence battles that influenced the course of World War II. The book adds
depth to the understanding of Pearl Harbor beyond the military assault.

9. Remember Pearl Harbor
Written for younger readers, this book provides an introduction to the attack on Pearl
Harbor with clear explanations and engaging storytelling. It includes photographs and
primary source excerpts to help readers connect with the historical event. It serves as a
useful educational resource for students learning about World War II.
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