
the author of number the stars

the author of number the stars is Lois Lowry, a distinguished American writer renowned for her
contributions to children’s and young adult literature. Best known for her historical novel *Number the
Stars*, Lowry has captivated readers with her compelling storytelling and profound themes. This article
explores the life and career of the author of *Number the Stars*, shedding light on her background, literary
achievements, and the impact of this particular work. Additionally, it discusses the themes and historical
context embedded in *Number the Stars*, providing a comprehensive overview of why this book remains
significant. Readers will gain insight into Lois Lowry’s writing style and how her experiences shaped the
narrative. The following sections will delve into Lowry’s biography, her other notable works, and the
legacy of *Number the Stars* within literature and education.
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Biography of Lois Lowry
Lois Lowry, the author of Number the Stars, was born on March 20, 1937, in Honolulu, Hawaii. Her early
life was marked by frequent moves due to her father's service in the military, an experience that exposed
her to diverse cultures and environments. This nomadic childhood influenced her perspective and later
writing themes, often reflecting resilience and adaptation. Lowry pursued higher education at Brown
University and the University of Southern Maine, though much of her literary development came from
her life experiences and personal reflections. She began writing at a young age, eventually establishing
herself as a prominent voice in children’s literature. Her commitment to addressing complex social issues
through accessible narratives has defined her career. Understanding Lowry’s background provides insight
into the depth and sensitivity found in her works, especially in Number the Stars.

Early Life and Influences
Lois Lowry’s upbringing during World War II and her exposure to various cultures due to her family’s



relocations deeply influenced her writing. The themes of war, courage, and survival in Number the Stars
reflect these early life experiences. Her interest in history and human rights issues became a cornerstone of
her literary focus.

Education and Career Beginnings
Lowry attended prestigious institutions, but her passion for storytelling led her to pursue writing full-time.
She initially worked as a journalist and editor before dedicating herself to writing novels for children and
young adults. Her early writing blended imaginative storytelling with real-world issues, setting the stage
for her later success.

Literary Career and Major Works
The author of Number the Stars has a prolific literary career that spans several decades, characterized by a
diverse range of books that address difficult topics with empathy and clarity. Lois Lowry has written over
30 books, including novels, picture books, and series, appealing to a wide audience of young readers and
educators. Her work is celebrated for its ability to engage readers in meaningful discussions about history,
identity, and morality.

Notable Books by Lois Lowry

Number the Stars (1989) – A historical novel about the Danish resistance during World War II.

The Giver (1993) – A dystopian novel that won the Newbery Medal and sparked wide debate about
society and freedom.

Anastasia Krupnik series – A humorous and relatable series about a young girl’s everyday life.

Gooney Bird Greene series – Stories highlighting creativity and individuality in children.

Awards and Recognition
Lois Lowry’s contributions to literature have earned her numerous awards, including two Newbery
Medals—one for Number the Stars and another for The Giver. These accolades underscore her skill in
crafting narratives that resonate deeply with readers and critics alike. Her impact extends beyond awards,
influencing educational curricula and inspiring discussions on historical and ethical topics.



The Significance of Number the Stars
Number the Stars stands as one of the most important works by the author of Number the Stars, Lois
Lowry. Published in 1989, the novel provides a poignant portrayal of the Holocaust through the eyes of a
young Danish girl. Its significance lies not only in its historical accuracy but also in its ability to
communicate hope, bravery, and humanity amidst the horrors of war. The book serves as an accessible
entry point for young readers to understand a complex and dark period in history.

Historical Impact
The novel educates readers about the Danish Resistance and the rescue of Danish Jews during World War
II, a story less commonly told in children’s literature. By focusing on personal experiences rather than
broad historical events, Lowry humanizes history and fosters empathy. This approach has helped the book
become a staple in schools and libraries worldwide.

Educational Value
Number the Stars is frequently used in classrooms to teach history, ethics, and literature. Its narrative
encourages critical thinking about moral choices and the consequences of prejudice and intolerance. The
author’s skillful blending of factual history with engaging storytelling makes it an effective educational tool.

Themes and Historical Context in Number the Stars
The author of Number the Stars incorporates rich themes and a well-researched historical backdrop to
create a compelling and educational narrative. The novel addresses themes such as courage, friendship,
sacrifice, and the fight against injustice, all set during the Nazi occupation of Denmark in the early 1940s.
These elements work together to create a story that is both informative and emotionally resonant.

Major Themes

Courage and Bravery: The characters demonstrate immense bravery in the face of danger,
highlighting the importance of standing up for what is right.

Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds between characters emphasize support and trust during difficult
times.

Resistance and Sacrifice: The Danish Resistance’s efforts represent the collective risk taken to save
lives.



Innocence and Loss: The perspective of a young girl captures the loss of innocence caused by war.

Historical Accuracy and Research
Lois Lowry meticulously researched the historical events surrounding the Danish rescue efforts during
World War II to ensure authenticity in Number the Stars. The portrayal of everyday life under
occupation, the roles of resistance members, and the dangers faced by Jewish families are depicted with
accuracy, contributing to the book’s credibility and educational value.

Legacy and Influence of the Author
The author of Number the Stars, Lois Lowry, has left an enduring legacy in children’s literature and
education. Her works continue to inspire readers and educators, emphasizing the power of storytelling to
teach history, ethics, and empathy. Lowry’s influence extends beyond literature into cultural awareness
and social consciousness.

Impact on Literature and Education
Lowry’s novels, particularly Number the Stars, are widely adopted in school curricula around the world.
They serve as gateways for young readers to explore difficult subjects such as war, human rights, and
moral dilemmas. The author’s approach to sensitive topics has set a standard for quality children’s literature
that respects the intelligence and emotional depth of its audience.

Influence on Readers and Society
Through her compelling narratives, Lois Lowry has fostered empathy and understanding among readers of
all ages. The author of Number the Stars has contributed significantly to raising awareness about historical
atrocities and the importance of standing against injustice. Her books encourage reflection on personal
values and societal responsibilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Number the Stars'?
The author of 'Number the Stars' is Lois Lowry.



When was 'Number the Stars' by Lois Lowry published?
'Number the Stars' was published in 1989.

What inspired Lois Lowry to write 'Number the Stars'?
Lois Lowry was inspired to write 'Number the Stars' after hearing stories about the Danish Resistance
during World War II and wanting to share a story of courage and friendship.

Has Lois Lowry received any awards for 'Number the Stars'?
Yes, Lois Lowry won the Newbery Medal in 1990 for 'Number the Stars'.

What themes does Lois Lowry explore in 'Number the Stars'?
Lois Lowry explores themes such as bravery, friendship, sacrifice, and the impact of war in 'Number the
Stars'.

Is Lois Lowry known for writing other notable books besides 'Number
the Stars'?
Yes, Lois Lowry is also known for writing 'The Giver', which is another critically acclaimed and widely
read book.

Where did Lois Lowry get the historical information for 'Number the
Stars'?
Lois Lowry conducted extensive research, including reading about the Danish Resistance and interviewing
survivors, to ensure historical accuracy in 'Number the Stars'.

What age group is Lois Lowry's 'Number the Stars' intended for?
'Number the Stars' is primarily intended for middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12.

Additional Resources
1. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
This historical fiction novel tells the story of Annemarie Johansen, a young girl in Nazi-occupied Denmark
during World War II. Annemarie bravely helps her Jewish friend Ellen escape the Nazis with the help of
her family. The book highlights themes of courage, friendship, and sacrifice in the face of danger. It is both
educational and emotionally impactful, making it a beloved classic for young readers.



2. The Giver by Lois Lowry
Set in a dystopian society where emotions and memories are suppressed, this novel follows Jonas, a boy
chosen to inherit the community’s collective memories. As Jonas learns about the complexities of life, he
begins to question the cost of living in a seemingly perfect world. The Giver explores themes of
individuality, freedom, and the importance of memory.

3. Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
In a post-apocalyptic society where the weak are cast aside, Kira, a young girl with a talent for embroidery,
fights to preserve her place and her community’s heritage. The novel delves into themes of disability,
creativity, and social injustice. It is the second book in Lowry’s “Giver Quartet,” though it stands alone in its
narrative.

4. Messenger by Lois Lowry
This book continues the story of a small village protected by a mysterious forest, focusing on Matty, a boy
with special healing abilities. When outsiders threaten the village’s peace, Matty must confront difficult
choices to protect his friends. “Messenger” examines themes of sacrifice, trust, and the power of
community.

5. Son by Lois Lowry
The final book in the “Giver Quartet,” “Son” follows Claire, a young woman who embarks on a desperate
journey to find her son. The novel explores themes of motherhood, redemption, and the search for identity.
It ties together threads from the previous books in a poignant conclusion.

6. The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry
This humorous and quirky novel tells the story of four siblings whose neglectful parents plan to abandon
them. The children devise their own adventurous plan to find happiness and family in unexpected places.
It’s a playful tale about family, resilience, and self-discovery.

7. Anastasia Krupnik by Lois Lowry
This is the first book in a series about Anastasia, a witty and relatable young girl navigating the challenges
of growing up. The novel captures the humor and confusion of adolescence with honesty and warmth. It
offers a lighthearted look at family dynamics and self-awareness.

8. Autumn Street by Lois Lowry
Set during World War II, this coming-of-age story focuses on Elizabeth, a young girl who moves in with
relatives after her mother's death. The novel explores themes of loss, friendship, and resilience in difficult
times. It is a poignant and sensitive portrayal of childhood and healing.

9. Gooney Bird Greene by Lois Lowry
This book introduces Gooney Bird Greene, an eccentric and confident second grader with fascinating stories
to tell. Her unique personality helps her classmates embrace creativity and individuality. It’s an uplifting
story about being yourself and the power of storytelling.
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