
the beekman hotel history
The Beekman Hotel has a storied history that reflects the rich tapestry of New York City’s
evolution. Located in the heart of Manhattan, this iconic establishment has served as a witness to
the city’s changing landscape, hosting a myriad of events and personalities that have shaped its
identity. From its inception in the late 19th century to its modern-day renaissance, the Beekman
Hotel stands as a testament to luxury, design, and resilience.

Origins of the Beekman Hotel

The Beekman Hotel was originally built in 1881, designed by the renowned architectural firm of
Thomas Hastings and John McArthur Jr. The hotel was initially called the Beekman, named after the
prominent Beekman family, who were influential in the city’s development. Situated at 11 Beekman
Street, the hotel was constructed as a luxurious destination for affluent travelers and business
professionals.

Architectural Significance

The architectural design of the Beekman Hotel is notable for several reasons:

- Style: The hotel showcases a blend of Romanesque and Renaissance Revival styles, characterized
by its grand façade and intricate detailing.
- Materials: The exterior is adorned with brick and terra cotta, which were popular materials in the
late 19th century.
- Interior Design: The Beekman’s interior features a stunning atrium with a glass roof, a hallmark of
the era’s architectural innovation.

The Golden Age of the Beekman Hotel

During the early 20th century, the Beekman Hotel became a symbol of luxury and sophistication. It
attracted a diverse clientele, including celebrities, politicians, and business elites. The hotel’s
opulent interiors and high-end services contributed to its reputation as one of New York City’s
premier destinations.

Notable Guests and Events

Throughout its history, the Beekman Hotel has hosted many notable figures:

1. F. Scott Fitzgerald - The famed author frequented the hotel, often using it as a backdrop for his
stories.
2. Mark Twain - The literary giant was known to stay at the Beekman during his visits to the city.



3. Political Figures - Various U.S. presidents and dignitaries have also graced its halls.

In addition to high-profile guests, the hotel has been the site of significant events, including:

- Political Conventions - The Beekman has hosted numerous political functions, reflecting its status
as a gathering place for influential figures.
- Cultural Events - Art exhibitions and charity galas have taken place within its elegant spaces,
further embedding the hotel in the cultural fabric of New York City.

Decline and Restoration

As the mid-20th century approached, the Beekman Hotel faced challenges that led to a decline in its
prominence. The rise of modern hotels and changing travel trends contributed to a drop in
patronage. By the 1970s, the once-glorious hotel fell into disrepair and struggled to maintain its
status.

Efforts for Revitalization

In the late 20th century, a concerted effort was made to restore the Beekman Hotel to its former
glory. Key steps included:

- Restoration Projects: Careful renovations aimed at preserving the hotel’s historic features while
updating its amenities.
- Rebranding: The hotel underwent a rebranding process to attract a new generation of travelers
while honoring its historical legacy.

In 2016, the Beekman Hotel was officially reopened after an extensive renovation, merging modern
luxury with its rich history.

The Modern Beekman Hotel

Today, the Beekman Hotel stands as a shining example of how historic properties can be revitalized
to meet contemporary standards while preserving their heritage. The hotel offers a unique blend of
old-world charm and modern sophistication.

Contemporary Amenities

The modern Beekman Hotel boasts a range of amenities designed to cater to today’s travelers:

- Luxurious Accommodations: Rooms feature elegant furnishings, high-end linens, and state-of-the-
art technology.
- Dining Options: The hotel is home to several acclaimed restaurants, offering diverse culinary
experiences.



- Event Spaces: The Beekman provides stunning venues for weddings, corporate events, and private
parties, showcasing its historical ambiance.

Preserving History

The Beekman Hotel has made a conscious effort to preserve its historical significance. Key initiatives
include:

- Historical Tours: The hotel offers guided tours that highlight its architecture and storied past.
- Art Installations: Collaborations with local artists showcase contemporary works that reflect the
hotel’s history.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The Beekman Hotel is more than just a place to stay; it embodies a significant piece of New York
City’s cultural and architectural legacy. Its influence can be seen in various aspects:

- Film and Television: The hotel has been featured in numerous films and television shows,
cementing its status as an iconic location.
- Literary References: Many authors have drawn inspiration from the Beekman, contributing to its
narrative within American literature.

Community Engagement

The Beekman Hotel actively engages with the local community, hosting events and supporting local
artists and businesses. This commitment to community involvement has helped solidify its status as a
beloved institution in New York City.

Conclusion

The Beekman Hotel’s history is a compelling narrative of resilience, elegance, and cultural
significance. From its lavish beginnings in the late 19th century to its modern-day revival, the
Beekman has remained an important fixture in Manhattan. As it continues to evolve while honoring
its storied past, the hotel invites guests to experience not just a place to stay, but a journey through
time that reflects the heart and soul of New York City. Whether one is visiting for business, leisure,
or to simply soak in the rich history, the Beekman Hotel offers a unique glimpse into the grandeur of
a bygone era, intertwined with the vibrancy of contemporary urban life.

Frequently Asked Questions



What year was the Beekman Hotel originally opened?
The Beekman Hotel originally opened in 1883.

Who was the architect behind the design of the Beekman
Hotel?
The Beekman Hotel was designed by the renowned architect George B. Post.

What notable feature does the Beekman Hotel have that
attracts visitors?
The Beekman Hotel features a stunning nine-story atrium topped with a glass skylight, which is a
significant architectural highlight.

What was the Beekman Hotel's status during the Prohibition
era?
During the Prohibition era, the Beekman Hotel operated as a speakeasy, serving illicit drinks and
hosting clandestine gatherings.

Which famous guests have stayed at the Beekman Hotel?
The Beekman Hotel has hosted many famous guests, including Mark Twain, Oscar Wilde, and more
recently, celebrities attending events in New York City.

How has the Beekman Hotel evolved over the years?
The Beekman Hotel has undergone several renovations and restorations, particularly in the 21st
century, to preserve its historic charm while modernizing its amenities.

What is the significance of the Beekman Hotel in New York
City history?
The Beekman Hotel is significant as it is one of the last remaining examples of 19th-century hotel
architecture in New York City, representing a bygone era of luxury.

When did the Beekman Hotel reopen after its major
renovation?
The Beekman Hotel reopened after its major renovation in 2016, restoring its historic features while
introducing modern luxury.
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