the best of the three stooges

The Best of the Three Stooges has been a topic of discussion among comedy
enthusiasts for decades. This iconic trio—Moe Howard, Larry Fine, and Curly
Howard—created a unique blend of slapstick, physical comedy, and absurd humor
that has left an indelible mark on the film and television landscape. From
their early beginnings in vaudeville to their transition to film shorts and
feature-length movies, the Three Stooges cultivated a legacy that continues
to entertain audiences today. This article delves into their best works, the
evolution of their comedy, and the impact they’ve had on popular culture.

Origins of the Three Stooges

The Three Stooges originated in the early 20th century as part of the
vaudeville circuit. They were initially formed as a group in 1925, but their
comedic style evolved over the years.

The Founding Members

1. Moe Howard: Born Moses Harry Horwitz, Moe was the de facto leader of the
group. His distinctive bowl haircut and aggressive persona made him an
unforgettable character. He often played the role of the bossy instigator.

2. Larry Fine: Born Louis Feinberg, Larry’s curly hair and violin-playing
skills brought a unique charm to the trio. He often played the role of the
peacemaker, trying to keep the other two in line.

3. Curly Howard: Born Jerome Lester Horwitz, Curly joined the group in 1932
and quickly became the most beloved Stooge. His childlike innocence,
physicality, and trademark "nyuk-nyuk" laugh made him an essential part of
the team.

The Evolution of Their Comedy

The Three Stooges’ comedic style was heavily influenced by silent film
comedians like Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton. Their humor relied on
slapstick, exaggerated physical antics, and nonsensical dialogue. Over the
years, their comedy evolved, incorporating elements of wordplay and social
satire.

- Early Short Films: The Stooges began producing short films in the early
1930s, with their first notable short being "Woman Haters" in 1934. These
films typically lasted around 20 minutes and featured a series of comedic
sketches.



- Feature Films: As their popularity grew, they transitioned into feature
films during the 1950s, allowing for more extended storytelling and character
development.

- Television: The 1960s saw a resurgence in their popularity as their short
films were broadcast on television, introducing their humor to a new
generation.

Defining Moments in Their Filmography

The Three Stooges released a plethora of short films and features, but
certain titles stand out as the best of the best. Here’s a look at some of
their most renowned works:

Classic Short Films

1. "Three Little Beers" (1935): In this short, the Stooges try to win a
bowling tournament while hilariously failing to control their beer
consumption. The film showcases their physical comedy talents and includes
memorable gags, such as Moe getting stuck in a beer barrel.

2. "The Dentist" (1932): This film is an excellent example of Curly's comedic
genius, where he plays a patient undergoing an extraction by Moe, the
dentist. The exaggerated pain and chaos that ensue are classic Stooge humor.

3. "A Plumbing We Will Go" (1940): The Stooges become accidental plumbers,
leading to a series of slapstick mishaps. The film is iconic for its chaotic
plumbing scenes and the memorable line, "You can't take a bath without a
bath!"

Memorable Feature Films

1. "The Three Stooges Meet Hercules" (1962): In this feature, the Stooges
find themselves in ancient Greece and must help Hercules. The film combines
their usual antics with a mythological twist, making it an entertaining
watch.

2. "The Three Stooges in Orbit" (1962): In this futuristic comedy, the
Stooges accidentally get involved in a space mission. The film is notable for
its special effects and clever humor, showcasing their adaptability to new
themes.

3. "Have Rocket, Will Travel" (1959): This feature film follows the Stooges
as they accidentally become astronauts. The mix of science fiction and comedy
is a highlight, and the film is known for its imaginative plot.



Legacy and Impact of the Three Stooges

The influence of the Three Stooges extends far beyond their time. Their
unique style of comedy has paved the way for future generations of comedians
and entertainers.

Influence on Comedy

- Physical Comedy: The Stooges defined physical comedy with their exaggerated
movements and slapstick humor. Comedians like Jim Carrey and Adam Sandler
have cited them as influences in their comedic styles.

- Television and Film: The Stooges set a precedent for sketch comedy that can
be seen in shows like "Saturday Night Live" and "The Kids in the Hall." Their
ability to blend sketches into a cohesive narrative has influenced countless
television programs.

Cultural References

The Three Stooges have been referenced in various forms of media, from
cartoons to feature films. Some notable examples include:

- The Simpsons: The show has frequently referenced the Stooges, showcasing
their enduring popularity and relevance in pop culture.

- Animated Series: The Stooges have appeared in various animated adaptations,
introducing their comedy to younger audiences.

Merchandising and Revivals

The popularity of the Three Stooges has led to a variety of merchandise,
including:

- DVD Collections: Complete collections of their short films and feature
films are available for fans to enjoy at home.

- Merchandise: T-shirts, mugs, and toys featuring the Stooges continue to
attract fans, emphasizing their lasting legacy.

- Recent Films: In 2012, a feature film titled "The Three Stooges" was
released, introducing their humor to a new generation while retaining the
essence of the original trio.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the best of the Three Stooges remains a significant part of



American entertainment history. Their unique brand of comedy, characterized
by physical slapstick and absurdity, has entertained millions and influenced
countless comedians. From their early vaudeville days to their legacy in film
and television, the Stooges have solidified their place in the annals of
comedy. Their timeless humor continues to resonate, proving that laughter is
indeed the best medicine. Whether you are revisiting their classic shorts or
discovering them for the first time, the Three Stooges offer a comedic
experience that is both nostalgic and enduring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most iconic Three Stooges short
films?
Some of the most iconic Three Stooges short films include 'Nyuk, Nyuk, Nyuk',

'"Three Little Beers', and 'Disorder in the Court'. These shorts showcase
their classic slapstick humor and unique personalities.

Who were the original members of The Three Stooges?

The original members of The Three Stooges were Moe Howard, Larry Fine, and
Curly Howard. They are well-known for their hilarious antics and physical
comedy that defined the group.

What is the significance of 'The Three Stooges' in
American comedy?

The Three Stooges have had a significant impact on American comedy by
popularizing slapstick humor and influencing countless comedians and comedy
shows. Their unique style and timing continue to resonate with audiences
today.

Which Stooge is considered the most popular and why?

Curly Howard is often considered the most popular Stooge due to his lovable
personality, distinctive voice, and remarkable physical comedy skills that
endeared him to fans.

What themes are commonly found in Three Stooges
episodes?

Common themes in Three Stooges episodes include friendship, rivalry, and the
absurdity of everyday situations. Their comedic routines often revolve around
misunderstandings and physical mishaps.



How did The Three Stooges influence modern comedy?

The Three Stooges influenced modern comedy by setting the standard for
physical comedy and slapstick humor. Their routines have inspired numerous
comedians and television shows, emphasizing the importance of timing and
visual gags.
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