the bible knowledge commentary new
testament

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament is a significant resource for
both scholars and laypersons seeking to deepen their understanding of the New
Testament. This commentary, authored by renowned theologians John F. Walvoord
and Roy B. Zuck, was first published in the mid-1980s and has since become a
valuable tool for Bible study across various denominations. Its goal is to
make biblical texts accessible and comprehensible while providing theological
insights that are both practical and profound. In this article, we will
explore the features, structure, authorship, and impact of The Bible
Knowledge Commentary New Testament.

Overview of The Bible Knowledge Commentary New
Testament

The Bible Knowledge Commentary is part of a two-volume set that covers both
the 0ld and New Testaments. The New Testament volume focuses on the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ, the early church, and the theological implications
of the apostolic writings. This commentary is known for its clear, concise
format, making it accessible to readers without extensive theological
training.

Key Features

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament has several features that
enhance its usability and effectiveness as a study aid:

1. Verse-by-Verse Commentary: Each book of the New Testament is broken down
into sections that correspond to individual verses or groups of verses,
providing detailed explanations and interpretations.

2. Theological Insights: The authors integrate theological reflections
throughout the commentary, helping readers understand the central doctrines
of Christianity as they relate to specific texts.

3. Practical Application: The commentary often concludes sections with
practical applications, encouraging readers to apply biblical truths to their
daily lives.

4. Cultural Context: The authors provide historical and cultural background
information, helping readers grasp the context in which the New Testament was
written.



5. Maps and Charts: Visual aids such as maps and charts are included to
illustrate important concepts and geographical locations mentioned in the New
Testament.

Structure of the Commentary

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament is organized according to the
canonical order of the New Testament books. Each book is introduced with an
overview that includes authorship, date of writing, and key themes. Following
the introduction, the commentary provides verse-by-verse analysis.

Individual Book Analysis

- The Gospels: The commentary begins with the four Gospels—Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. Each Gospel is examined in light of its unique perspective on
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.

- Matthew: Emphasizes Jesus as the fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecy and
presents Him as the Messiah.

- Mark: Focuses on the active ministry of Jesus, highlighting His miracles
and authority.

- Luke: Offers a more detailed account of Jesus’ life, emphasizing His
compassion and concern for the marginalized.

- John: Presents a theological interpretation of Jesus’ identity as the Son
of God, with an emphasis on His divine nature.

- Acts: The commentary on Acts explores the early church's growth and the
spread of the Gospel, highlighting key figures such as Peter and Paul.

- Pauline Epistles: The letters of Paul are examined in detail, with
discussions on theological themes such as justification, grace, and the
nature of the church.

- General Epistles: The commentary also covers the letters of Hebrews, James,
Peter, John, and Jude, focusing on their unique messages and challenges faced
by early Christians.

- Revelation: The final book of the New Testament is explored, discussing its
apocalyptic themes and the hope of Christ’s return.



Authorship and Theological Perspectives

John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck are both respected scholars in the field of
biblical studies. Walvoord, who served as the president of Dallas Theological
Seminary, was known for his work in eschatology and dispensational theology.
Zuck, also a faculty member at Dallas Theological Seminary, specialized in
New Testament studies and biblical interpretation.

Their collaborative effort in The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament
reflects a commitment to a conservative, evangelical perspective. They
emphasize the authority and inerrancy of Scripture, aiming to equip readers
with a solid foundation in biblical truth.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament has
garnered a positive reception among both scholars and laypersons. Its
accessibility and depth make it suitable for a wide audience, including
pastors, teachers, and students of the Bible. The commentary is often used in
church settings, Bible study groups, and seminaries as a reliable resource
for understanding the New Testament.

The commentary's clear and practical nature has made it a popular choice for
individuals seeking to deepen their faith and knowledge of Scripture. Many
readers appreciate the balance between scholarly insight and practical
application, allowing them to engage with the text meaningfully.

Comparative Analysis with Other Commentaries

While The Bible Knowledge Commentary is highly respected, it is essential to
consider how it compares to other commentaries available on the New
Testament:

1. Word Biblical Commentary: This series often leans more towards critical
scholarship and linguistic analysis, making it suitable for advanced readers
and scholars.

2. NIV Application Commentary: This series emphasizes practical application
and contemporary relevance, appealing to those who seek to apply biblical
truths in modern contexts.

3. New International Commentary on the New Testament: Known for its scholarly
depth, this commentary is often utilized in academic settings, providing

extensive historical and theological analysis.

4. Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Similar to The Bible Knowledge Commentary,



this series offers verse-by-verse treatment but may vary in theological
perspectives and hermeneutical approaches.

Each commentary series has its strengths and weaknesses, and readers are
encouraged to utilize multiple resources for a well-rounded understanding of
the New Testament.

Conclusion

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament serves as an invaluable resource
for anyone seeking to explore the depths of the New Testament. Its clear
structure, theological insights, and practical applications make it an
essential tool for Bible study. By providing a balance of scholarly analysis
and accessible language, Walvoord and Zuck have created a commentary that
remains relevant and beneficial decades after its initial publication.

Whether used for personal study, teaching, or preaching, The Bible Knowledge
Commentary New Testament continues to impact the lives of believers, guiding
them in their understanding of Scripture and its application to their lives.
As readers engage with this commentary, they are invited into a richer,
deeper relationship with the biblical text and, ultimately, with Jesus
Christ, the central figure of the New Testament.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bible Knowledge Commentary New
Testament?

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament is a comprehensive commentary
that provides detailed explanations and insights into the New Testament
scriptures, aimed at enhancing the reader's understanding of the biblical
text.

Who are the authors of the Bible Knowledge
Commentary New Testament?

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament was authored by Dr. John F.
Walvoord and Dr. Roy B. Zuck, both prominent theologians and scholars
associated with the Dallas Theological Seminary.

How does the Bible Knowledge Commentary New
Testament differ from other commentaries?

The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament is distinctive for its clear,
accessible writing style, extensive cross-references, and its focus on



practical application, making it suitable for both lay readers and students
of the Bible.

Is the Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament
suitable for academic study?

Yes, while the commentary is accessible to general readers, it is also well-
suited for academic study as it provides thorough exegesis, historical
context, and theological insights that are valuable for deeper biblical
research.

Can the Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament be
used in church settings?

Absolutely! The Bible Knowledge Commentary New Testament is often used in
church settings for sermon preparation, Bible study groups, and personal
study, as it offers practical insights that can be applied to everyday life.
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