the big bankroll the life and times of
arnold rothstein

The big bankroll the life and times of Arnold Rothstein is a captivating story that
intertwines the world of gambling, organized crime, and American history. Known as the
"Man Who Fixed the World Series," Rothstein's influence in the early 20th century was far-
reaching and complex. This article will delve into his life, his rise to power, and the eventual
decline that marked the end of his reign as one of the most notorious figures in American
history.

Early Life and Background

Arnold Rothstein was born on January 17, 1882, in New York City to a Jewish family. His
father, a successful businessman, instilled a sense of ambition in young Arnold, but it was
the allure of gambling that truly captured his interest.

The Formation of a Gambling Empire

Rothstein's foray into gambling began as a teenager. He was known to frequent pool halls
and racetracks, where he honed his skills in betting. By his early twenties, he had
established himself as a formidable gambler, known for his strategic thinking and ability to
read people.

Key elements that contributed to Rothstein's rise in the gambling world included:

- Networking: He built relationships with influential figures in New York's underworld.

- Intelligence: Rothstein was known for his sharp intellect and keen understanding of odds
and statistics.

- Risk Management: He was adept at minimizing losses and maximizing gains, often
through meticulous planning.

The 1919 World Series Fix

One of the most infamous chapters in Rothstein's life was his involvement in the fixing of
the 1919 World Series. This scandal not only changed the landscape of baseball but also
cemented Rothstein's reputation as a master manipulator.

Details of the Scandal

The series featured the Chicago White Sox, who were pitted against the Cincinnati Reds.



Rothstein allegedly orchestrated a plan to bribe several White Sox players to throw the
series in exchange for a hefty payoff. The aftermath of the scandal included:

- Public Outrage: Fans were outraged when the truth emerged, leading to a significant loss
of trust in the sport.

- Legal Consequences: Several players were banned from baseball for life, and Rothstein
faced scrutiny from law enforcement.

- Cultural Impact: The scandal highlighted the vulnerabilities in professional sports and the
potential for corruption.

Rothstein’s Business Ventures

Beyond gambling, Arnold Rothstein was a savvy businessman. He diversified his interests
and invested in various enterprises, further solidifying his status in organized crime.

Key Business Interests

Rothstein's ventures included:

- Real Estate: Investing in properties around New York City, he created a steady stream of
passive income.

- Bootlegging: During Prohibition, Rothstein capitalized on the illegal alcohol trade,
establishing connections with other crime syndicates.

- Loan Sharking: He became known for lending money at exorbitant interest rates, often to
those in desperate need.

The Personal Life of Arnold Rothstein

Rothstein's life was not solely defined by his criminal enterprises. He had a complex
personal life that reflected the duality of his character.

Relationships and Lifestyle

Arnold Rothstein was known for his lavish lifestyle, which included:

- High Society Connections: He mingled with the elite of New York, often attending
exclusive parties and events.

- Romantic Entanglements: Rothstein had several relationships, but he never married,
preferring the company of mistresses and socialites.

- Philanthropy: Despite his criminal background, Rothstein contributed to various charitable
causes, which helped to maintain a positive public image.



The Fall from Grace

As the 1920s progressed, the tides began to turn against Rothstein. His involvement in
organized crime and the increasing scrutiny from law enforcement led to his eventual
downfall.

Key Factors in His Decline

Several elements contributed to Rothstein's fall from grace:

- Increased Law Enforcement Attention: The rise of the Prohibition Bureau and other law
enforcement agencies put pressure on organized crime figures.

- Rivalries: Rothstein had made many enemies in the criminal underworld, and competition
for power intensified.

- Personal Vulnerabilities: His lifestyle and choices caught up with him, leading to poor
decision-making and risky behavior.

The Legacy of Arnold Rothstein

Despite his demise, Arnold Rothstein's legacy continues to influence modern culture. His
life has inspired numerous books, films, and television shows, painting him as both a villain
and a tragic figure.

Influence on Pop Culture

The story of Arnold Rothstein has been depicted in various forms of media, including:

- Films: Movies like "The Great Gatsby" and "The Godfather" allude to characters inspired
by Rothstein.

- Television Shows: Series such as "Boardwalk Empire" feature characters based on
Rothstein, showcasing his complex personality and criminal exploits.

- Literature: Numerous books explore Rothstein's life, analyzing his impact on organized
crime and American history.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the story of the big bankroll the life and times of Arnold Rothstein is
one of ambition, power, and the ultimate consequences of a life lived on the edge. His
influence on gambling, organized crime, and American sports is undeniable, and the
lessons learned from his life continue to resonate today. Arnold Rothstein remains a
captivating figure in American folklore, a testament to the complexities of human ambition
and morality.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Arnold Rothstein and why is he significant in
American history?

Arnold Rothstein was a prominent figure in the early 20th century known as a gambler,
racketeer, and organized crime boss. He is significant for his influence in the world of illegal
gambling and for supposedly fixing the 1919 World Series, which highlighted the corruption
in American sports.

What are some key themes explored in 'The Big
Bankroll: The Life and Times of Arnold Rothstein'?

Key themes in 'The Big Bankroll' include the rise of organized crime in America, the
intersection of gambling and sports, and the complexities of Rothstein's character as both a
businessman and a criminal.

How did Arnold Rothstein contribute to the evolution of
sports betting?

Rothstein revolutionized sports betting by establishing networks and creating a more
organized approach to wagering, which included setting odds and facilitating bets on a
larger scale, ultimately leading to more sophisticated gambling operations.

What impact did Arnold Rothstein have on the
Prohibition era?

During the Prohibition era, Rothstein capitalized on the illegal liquor trade, expanding his
influence and wealth. His operations exemplified how organized crime adapted to new
opportunities presented by Prohibition, cementing his status as a key figure in the era.

What was the public perception of Arnold Rothstein
during his lifetime?
Public perception of Rothstein was mixed; he was both feared and admired. While many

viewed him as a cunning businessman and a quintessential gangster, others saw him as a
corrupting force within sports and society.

How did Arnold Rothstein's life end, and what was its
significance?
Arnold Rothstein was murdered in 1928, a violent end that reflected the dangerous world of

organized crime in which he operated. His death marked the decline of an era and
underscored the volatile nature of gangster life during that time.
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